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SUPPLEMENT 

IN  WHICH 

THE  HISTOEY  OF  THE  ANCIENT  AND  ACCEPTED 

KITE  IS  CONTINUED  FROM  1860  TO  THE 

PEESENT  TIME. 


The  multiplicity  of  Events,  which  have  occurred  during 
the  past  Eighteen  years,  as  connected  with  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Eite,  together  with  the  earnest  solicitations  of  a 
large  number  of  the  Brethren  of  the  Order  in  the  Northern 
Masonic  Jurisdiction,  have  induced  the  Author  to  continue 
the  History  from  1862,  at  which  time  the  volume  closed, 
down  to  the  present  day.  It  will  be  printed  in  the  form  of 
a  Supplement,  and  placed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  already 
published  History,  in  order  that  the  Indexes  and  Paging 
may  not  be  altered.  The  Supplement  will  contain  its  own 
Index,  following  the  Title-page.  The  printed  proceedings  of 
the  different  Councils  will  be  followed  closely,  in  order  that 
the  events  related  may  be  deemed  Official  and  correct. 

At  the  period  when  that  History  closed,  great  confusion 
prevailed  in  Masonic  circles,  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad.  There  were  no  less  than  Seven  Supreme  Councils 
of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  in  the  United  States 
— viz.  :  Two  in  Boston,  Mass.,  known  as  the  Gourgas  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Eaymond  Council.  One  in  New  York,  known  as 
the  Cerneau  Council.  One  in  Charleston,  So.  Ca.,  known  as 
the  De  La  Motte  Council.  One  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  known 
as  the  Foulhouse  Council.  One  in  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
known  as  emanating  from  the  Atwood- Cerneau  Council,  and 
One  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  emanating  from  the  same  source. 
In  Boston,  Mass.,  there  were  also  Three  Consistories,  viz. : 
the  Gourgas,  the  Eaymond,  and  the  Cerneau  ;  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  Three,  deriving  from  the  same  authorities  ; 
in  New  Orleans,  La.,  Two,  one  deriving  from  Foulhouse 
and  the  other  from  the  De  La  Motte  Council;  and  in  Tren- 
ton, N.  J.,  One  deriving  from  the  Cerneau  Council,  N.  Y. 
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The  original  cause  of  all  this  confusion  and  irregularity,  was 
the  pretended  foundation  on  which  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Bite  was  established  by  the  Charleston  De  La  Motte  body. 
We  allude  to  the  noted  "Secret  Constitutions  of  1786,"  as 
given  by  Frederick  of  Prussia,  which  has  been  the  prolific 
source  of  all  the  quarrels  and  dissensions — all  the  suspicions 
and  doubts — all  the  bitterness,  and  bad  feeling — which  have 
prevailed  from  1813,  down  to  the  present  day.  From  the 
time  of  Stephen  Morin,  there  were  numbers  of  persons  in 
rightful  possession  of  all  the  degrees  of  Perfection  ;  numbers 
of  persons  were  appointed  by  him  as  Inspectors,  in  this 
country,  to  confer  the  degrees  ;  Abeam  Jacobs  continued  the 
work,  and  the  De  La  Motte  Council  appointed  many  Inspec- 
tors to  do  the  same  thing.  Thus,  the  degrees  of  the  Bite 
were  scattered  broadcast  over  the  land.  True,  it  was  with 
the  purpose  of  forming  bodies  of  the  Bite,  but  those  bodies 
were  seldom  formed,  and  the  possessors  of  the  degrees  were 
left  to  act  their  pleasure.  When  the  Supreme  Council  was 
formed  at  Charleston,  So.  Ca.,  based  upon  these  pretended 
Constitutions,  which  made  it  an  Exclusive,  Arbitrary  Body, 
at  once  opposition  arose  in  all  the  Masonic  bodies  of  the 
land.  Cerneau  established  his  body  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  1807,  discarding  the  Secret  Constitutions,  and  declaring 
the  body  which  he  formed,  to  be  governed  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  1762,  and  by  the  General  Laws,  Bules,  and  Begu- 
lations  of  the  Masonic  Order — and  thus  the  war  began. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  all  has  been  confusion  in  the 
Bite.  The  difficulties  have  increased  from  year  to  year,  until 
1862,  when  we  are  called  upon  to  record  the  disgraceful  acts 
already  alluded  to. 

This  state  of  things  could  not  be  expected  to  continue  for 
any  length  of  time,  as  every  day  was  producing  more  and 
more  bitterness  of  feeling,  fresh  causes  of  complaint  arose  on 
all  sides  among  the  Brethren,  the  Order  was  rapidly  hurry- 
ing to  dissolution,  when  an  event  occurred,  which,  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years,  brought  about  a  union  which  promoted, 
for  a  time,  good  feeling  in  the  Bite. 
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And  here  we  would  take  up  the  History,  beginning  with 
the  Gourgas  Council  in  Boston,  Mass.  111.  Bro.  Edward  A. 
Raymond,  was  at  the  time  alluded  to — 1860— M.  P.  Sovereign, 
Grand  Commander — In  connection  with  his  Predecessor, 
J.  J.  J.  Gourgas — Past  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  and  111.  Bro. 
Giles  Fonda  Yates — also  Past  Grand  Commander,  he  was  a 
firm  believer  in  the  authenticity  of  the  Secret  Constitutions 
of  1786,  as  well  as  the  doctrines  therein  set  forth.  Accord- 
ing to  that  Constitution,  he  was  declared  to  be  the  M.  P. 
Sovereign  Grand  Commander — ad  vitam — and  believed  him- 
self to  be  such,  clothed  with  absolute  power,  which  could  not 
be  taken  from  him,  except  by  Resignation — Removing  from 
the  Jurisdiction — or  by  Death.  He  possessed,  by  that  Con- 
stitution, the  power  to  name  his  Successor — to  open,  or  close, 
the  Supreme  Grand  Council  at  his  pleasure — to  make  Sov. 
Gr.  Inspectors  General  without  the  consent,  or  knowledge 
of  the  Council — in  fact,  a  monarch  over  the  whole  jurisdic- 
tion, and  none  could  prevent  his  acts. 

Governed  by  these  ideas,  he  presided  over  the  Supreme 
Grand  Council  with  an  iron  hand.  It  would  appear  that  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  in  May, 
1857,  111.  Bros.  Peter  Lawson,  Win.  Field,  and  Charles 
R.  Starkweather,  were  elected  unanimously  to  receive  the 
Thirty-Third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Rite,  and  the  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commd.  was  requested  to  con- 
fer the  same  when  convenient.  111.  Bro.  Starkweather  was 
present,  and  received  the  degree.  Subsequently,  viz. :  August 
22d,  1860,  an  Extra  Session  of  the  Sup.  Council  was  held  at 
the  call  of  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander.  III.  Bro.  Stark- 
Weather  presented  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table  : 

"Resolved — That  while  we  officially,  and  personally,  recog- 
nize III.  Bro.  Peter  Lawson,  as  a  Mason,  and  as  such  desire 
to  treat  him  with  all  courtesy,  we  cannot  recognize  him  as  a 
Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General." 

Other  Resolutions  were  offered  by  III.  Bro.  Starkweather 
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and  III.  Bro.  Van  Eensselaer,  which  were  deemed  disre- 
spectful by  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  and  he  refused  to  put 
them.  On  Friday,  August  24th,  after  the  usual  business 
was  disposed  of,  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  stated  : 

"That  an  unwarrantable  indication  of  Insubordination, 
and  a  manifest  disposition,  on  the  part  of  certain  Brethren, 
to  disregard  their  Constitutional  obligations,  and  to  usurp 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  I 
therefore  regard  it,  not  only  my  privilege,  but  my  duty,  to 
close  the  Council  forthwith,  and  I  do  declare  it  to  be  closed 
sine  die." 

On  December  30th,  I860,  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  assembled 
at  the  call  of  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  present — Raymond, 
Robinson,  and  Lawson.  .  On  the  15th.  on  motion  of  III.  Bro. 
Simon  W.  Robinson,  III.  Bro.  Charles  T.  McClenachan  was 
granted  the  Ancient  degree  of  Sov.  Gr.  Ins.  Gen.,  33d  and 
last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  and  was 
appointed  to  the  Office  of  Depy.  Ins.  General  for  the  State 
of  New  York. 

On  January  9th,  1861,  III.  Bro.  Wm.  Field,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  to  whom  the  33d  degree  was  unanimously  granted  by 
the  Sup.  Council,  at  its  annual  session,  in  May,  1857,  was 
a°:ain  voted  for  with  the  same  result,  and  he  was  accordingly 
advanced  to  the  eminent  degree  of  Sov.  Gr.  Ins.  General, 
33d  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 

On  March  20th,  1861,  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  assembled,  pur- 
suant to  an  Order  from  the  Sov.  Gr.  Comm.,  who  announced 
the  appointment  of  III.  Bro.  Simon  TV.  Robinson,  to  the 
dignified  office  of  P.  Lieut.  Gr.  Commander,  and  thereupon 
installed  him  into  that  office.  Also,  the  appointment  of  III. 
Bro.  Peter  Lawson,  to  the  office  of  Gr.  Master  of  Cere- 
monies, and  installed  him  into  that  office.  Also,  the  appoint- 
ment of  III.  Bro.  Wm.  Field,  to  the  office  of  Gr.  Cap.  of  the 
Life  Guards,  and  installed  him  into  that  office.  Also,  III. 
Bro.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  having  been  proposed,  and  duly  elected 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  was  advanced  to  the  eminent  degree 
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of  Sov.  Gr.  Insp.  General — 33d  and  last  degree — Anc.  and 
Ace.  Bite. 

On  motion  of  P.  Lient.  Gr.  Commander — 

''Besolved —  That  the  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  be 
requested  to  remove  III.  Bro.  Charles  W.  Moore  from  the 
office  of  Gr.  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  H.  E. — of  the  Sup.  Gr.  Coun- 
cil for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  he 
having  accepted  office  in  the  spurious  body,  claiming  to  be 
a  Supreme  Council." 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander, 
III.  Bro.  Lucius  B.  Paige  was  unanimously  advanced  to 
Active  Membership  of  the  Sup.  Council,  and  on  motion  of  P. 
Lieut.  Gr.  Commander,  it  was 

"Resolved  that  the  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  be  requested 
to  appoint  III.  Bro.  Lucius  B.  Paige  to  some  office  in  the 
Sup.  Gr.  Council  at  his  earliest  convenience." 

On  May  8th,  1861 — The  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  appointed 
III.  Bro.  Lucius  B.  Paige,  111.  Gr.  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  H.  E. 
pro  tern.  On  May  10th,  1881 — III.  Bro.  George  M.  Band  all, 
having  been  previously  elected,  was  advanced  to  the  eminent 
degree  of  Sov.  Gr.  Insp.  Gen.  33d  and  last  degree,  and  was 
unanimously  admitted  as  an  active  member  of  the  Sup.  Gr. 
Council. 

The  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  III.  Bro.  Lucius  Paige,  to  the  office  of  Gr.  Marshal, 
and  thereupon  he  was  installed  into  that  office  by  the  P. 
Lieut.  Gr.  Com.  Also,  the  appointment  of  III.  Bro.  Geo. 
M.  Band  all,  D.  D.,  to  the  office  of  Gr.  Minister  of  State,  and 
thereupon  he  was  installed  into  that  office. 

At  the  Annual  Session,  held  on  Tuesday,  May  21st,  1861, 
on  motion  of  P.  Lieut.  Gr.  Commander,  and  with  the  appro- 
bation and  consent  of  the  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander, 
the  following  Preamble  and  Besolution  was  unanimonsly 
adopted : 

Whereas,  Bro.-.  C.  W.  Moore,  Secretary  General  of  this  Supreme  Council, 
has  seceded  from  this  Body,  and  aided  and  assisted  in  organizing  a  spurious 


8  ANCIENT  AND  ACCEPTED  KITE, 

and  irregular  Council,  with  a  view  to  embarrass  and  destroy  this  Council ;  and 
whereas  he  has  been  appointed  to  and  accepted  office  in  the  said  spurious 
Council,  and  otherwise  demeaned  himself  in  an  unmasonic  manner  :  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  he,  the  aforesaid  Charles  W.  Moore,  has  forfeited  bis  claim 
to  membership  in  this  Council,  and  that  his  office  be  declared  vacant. 

T.  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  111.  Lucius  R.  Paige  to  the  office  of  Gr.  Sec.  Gen. 
of  the  H.  E.,  and  thereupon  installed  him  into  the  said 
office,  which  appointment  was  approved  by  unanimous  vote. 
III.  Bro.  Paige  resigned  the  office  of  111.  Gr.  Marshal,  and 
his  resignation  was  accepted. 

Wednesday,  May  22d,  1861— 

The  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  addressed  the  Sup.  Council,  in 
relation  to  the  disorderly  proceedings  of  certain  Gr.  Ins. 
Gen.  within  his  jurisdiction,  since  the  last  Annual  meeting, 
and  announced  what  his  official  acts  had  been,  in  consequence 
of  such  proceedings.  The  address  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved, and  the  following  Order  No.  2.  issued  : 

Order  No.  2. 

Whereas,  From  information  received  at  this  Grand  East,  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  December,  instant,  it  appears  that  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  other  per- 
sons who  are  not  members,  without  warrant  or  authority,  have  attempted  to 
exercise  powers  wholly  unpossessed  by  them,  and  using  the  name  and  impress 
of  this  Supreme  Council,  are  attempting  to  exercise  authority  in  an  unwar- 
rantable and  unconstitutional  manner,  which  information  is  derived  from  a 
printed  document  understood  to  emanate  from  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  who 
professes  to  be  P.-.  Lieut.-.  Grand  Commander,  to  which  document  is  attached 
the  signature  of  C.  W.  Moore,  as  Secretary  General  of  the  H.  ■  .E.  •• — 

Therefore  be  it  known,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  documents  pur- 
porting to  come  from  any  other  source  than  that  emanating  from  Edward 
A.  Raymond,  as  Grand  Commander,  are  spurious,  void,  and  of  no  effect,  unless 
issued  by  some  Deputy,  in  his  capacity  as  such,  to  be  hereafter  appointed  and 
named  in  orders. 

Be  it  further  known,  that,  by  the  power  vested  in  me  as  Sov.-.  Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  U.  S.  A., 
and  as  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  our  Illustrious  Order,  I  hereby  recall 
and  revoke  the  exequator  of  the  said  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  as  Deputy  for 
any  portion  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

All  dues  and  revenues  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction 
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of  the  U.  S.  A.  must  be  paid  to  the  111.  •.  Treasurer  General,  Simon  W. 
Robinson,  of  Lexington,  Mass.,  who  is  the  only  person  lawfully  authorized 
to  receive  the  same. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  1860  will  soon  be  issued  by 
authority,  and  forwarded  to  the  several  Bodies  under  this  jurisdiction. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  I  have  appointed  111.-.  Bro.\  Peter  Lawson,  of 
Lowell,  Mass.,  as  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  TJ.  S.  A.,  and  all  communications  sent  to  the  Supreme 
Council  will,  for  the  present,  be  addressed  to  him  ;  and  all  Orders  hereafter 
issued  by  me  will  be  signed  by  the  said  Peter  Lawson,  as  Assistant  Grand 
Secretary. 

Given  at  the  Grand  East,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  this  twentieth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, a.  d.  1860. 

Voted,  That,  after  an  examination  of  the  Grand  Constitution  of  1786,  this 
Supreme  Grand  Council  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  M.\  P.-.  Sov.\  Grand  Com- 
mander has  strictly  observed  the  requisitions  thereof  in  filling  the  vacancies 
in  this  Council,  and  that  his  action  therein  is  hereby  approved  and  confirmed. 

III.  Beo.  Aaeon  P.  Hughes  was  unanimously  elected  as  a 
Candidate  for  the  33d  and  last  degree.  On  May  22d,  1861, 
the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  delivered  an  address  which  we 
hereby  give  in  full : — 

ADDEESS. 

Brethren  : — In  the  good  Providence  of  Him  who  rules  in  the  armies  of 
Heaven  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  earth,  we  have  again  been  permitted 
to  assemble  on  the  occasion  of  our  Annual  Meeting.  We  come  together  under 
circumstances  which  will  impart  to  our  deliberations  an  extraordinary  interest. 
Our  beloved  country  is  involved  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  while  this  Insti- 
tution, so  endeared  to  our  hearts,  has  not  wholly  escaped  the  infection  of 
rebellious  spirits,  who  seemed  determined  to  divide  and  destroy  what  they  are 
neither, able  nor  worthy  to  control.  These  considerations  will,  I  trust,  only 
serve  to  unite  us  more  firmly  than  ever  in  defining  and  defending  the  EIGHT, 
and  exposing  and  denouncing  the  WEONG. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  the  Supreme  Council  has  held  several  meet- 
ings, all  of  which  have  been  duly  notified.  In  accordance  with  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Council  at  an  annual  meeting,  our  111. -.Bros. -.William  Field,  of 
Providence,  E.  I.,  and  the  Hon.  Peter  Lawson,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  have 
received  the  thirty-third  degree  ;  and  our  111. -.Bro.*. Lucius  E.  Paige,  of 
Cambridge,  and  111. -.and  Eev.  George  M.  Eandall,  of  Boston,  have  been 
in  like  manner  unanimously  admitted  to  the  thirty-third  degree  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Supreme  Council  duly  notified  and  constitutionally  convened  ;  and 
those  four  Brethren  have  been  duly  appointed  to  offices  in  the  Council,  have 
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been  regularly  installed  in  their  several  stations,  and  are  now  Active  Members 
of  this  Body,  according  to  the  Constitution.  We  have  still  one  or  two  vacan- 
cies, which  you  will  take  measures  to  fill  at  the  proper  time. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  refer  to  the  unmasonic  conduct  of  certain 
persons,  whose  disorderly  doings  have  dishonored  our  institution.  I  trust 
you  will  bear  with  me  in  the  relation  of  a  narrative  that  involves  a  course  of 
proceedings  which  every  royal  mason,  of  whatever  degree,  must  reprehend  as 
at  war  with  every  principle  of  our  time-honored  fraternity.  For  your  in- 
formation, and  as  forming  a  basis  of  opinions  which  I  shall  express,  as  to 
measures  proper  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  exigency,  I  will  endeavor  to 
lay  before  you  the  principle  facts  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence.  The 
course  of  conduct  which  the  late  Grand  Secretary  General  has  seen  fit  to 
pursue,  by  withholding  from  me,  for  the  last  two  years,  all  official  documents 
addressed  to  the  Supreme  Council,  or  to  him  as  Secretary,  and  intended  for 
my  action  or  that  of  the  Council,  has  involved  me  in  a  seeming  neglect  of 
duty,  and  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  complaint  from  other  Masonic  Bodies, 
whose  communications,  however  important,  remained  unanswered.  This  state 
of  things,  has,  naturally  enough,  led  to  the  charge  of  neglect  of  the  duties  of 
my  office,  and  indifference  to  the  general  interests  of  the  institution  at  whose 
head  I  have  been  placed.  I  regret  further  to  say  that  we  have  had  no  book 
of  records  since  the  Council  has  been  located  in  this  city.  It  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  Secretary,  from  memoranda,  to  print,  some  time  during  the 
year,  and  commonly  towards  the  close,  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in 
pamphlet  form.  I  was  not  aware  of  this  neglect  until  within  the  last  two 
years,  when  I  gave  great  offence  by  some  remarks  made  relative  to  this 
subject. 

The  doings  of  the  annual  meeting,  held  in  May  last,  were  published  early 
in  the  Autumn,  together  with  other  matters  having  no  connection  with  this 
Supreme  Council,  but  purporting  to  be  the  proceedings  of  a  Body  of  masons 
calling  themselves  a  Supreme  Council,  meeting  and  acting  without  authority, 
and  in  derogation  of  the  laws,  usages  and  constitutions  of  the  Order.  These 
proceedings  were  printed  and  clandestinely  circulated  in  distant  parts  of  our 
jurisdiction,  for  weeks  and  months,  before  they  were  allowed  to  see  the  light 
in  this  part  of  the  jurisdiction. 

About  the  middle  of  December,  having  learned  that  a  pamphlet  had  been 
published  purporting  to  be  the  Proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council,  and  circu- 
lated through  the  Western  States,  I  immediately  took  measures  to  procure  a 
copy  of  the  same,  but  without  success.  It  must  strike  all  upright  masons, 
and  all  honest  men,  as  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance,  that  the  first  infor- 
mation which  the  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  had  in  regard  to  the 
printed  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  at  which  he  presided,  should 
come  to  him  from  a  Brother  of  a  distant  State ;  that  while  Brethren  in  Ohio 
and  other  remote  States  were  liberally  supplied  with  copies  printed  in  Massa- 
chusetts, the  presiding  officer,  residing  in  Boston,  knew  nothing  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  document ;  so  successful  had  been  the  effort  of  the  Secretary  Gen- 
eral to  conceal  this  fact  from  his  knowledge.     The  answer  of  the  Secretary 
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to  the  Brother  who  applied  to  him  for  a  copy  was,  that  the  proceedings 
had  not  been  published.  This  reply  was  repeated  more  than  once,  and  as 
often  as  the  application  was  made.  At  length,  on  the  20th  of  December,  a 
copy  was  forwarded  to  Boston  from  a  Western  State.  The  Secretary  Gen- 
eral, when  finally  confronted  by  a  Brother  who  had  this  copy  in  his  pocket, 
and  after  having  again  denied  that  these  proceedings  had  been  published, 
permitted  the  pamphlet  to  see  the  light  at  the  Grand  East,  after  it  had  been  cir- 
culated at  the  West  for  several  months.  To  shield  this  most  dishonorable 
transaction  from  exposure,  by  which  the  base  plans  of  the  conspirators  would 
have  been  defeated,  these  proceedings  were  not  entrusted  to  Brother  Tuttle 
to  print,  who  has  done  the  printing  for  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  last  ten 
years,  and  who  has  been  printer  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ;  but  they  were  taken  to  a  place  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Boston,  and  were  there  privately  printed,  and  as  privately  concealed 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  in 
this  vicinity. 

When  a  copy  was  finally  obtained,  the  reason  for  such  clandestine  proceed- 
ings, so  at  variance  with  the  open,  straightforward,  and  manly  course  of  all 
honorable  and  high-minded  men,  was  at  once  apparent.  This  pamphlet,  pur- 
porting to  be  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council 
and  Consistory,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  a  special  meeting  holden  in 
August  last,  was  so  imperfect  and  unfair,  (to  use  no  stronger  terms,)  was 
gotten  up  so  evidently  with  a  purpose  to  mislead  the  brethren  into  whose 
hands  it  should  come ;  and  so  barefaced  were  the  misrepresentations,  and  so 
easily  confuted,  that  the  persons  engaged  in  publishing  it  virtually  confess, 
by  the  secrecy  of  their  actions,  that  their  only  hope  of  success  was  in  keeping 
the  matter  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Council  until  the  falsehood 
had  imparted  its  poison,  effectually,  at  a  distance. 

This  pamphlet  contained,  moreover,  the  doings  of  a  body  of  men  who 
assembled  together  after  the  Council  had  been  constitutionally  closed  by  me. 

The  assembling  of  this  body  of  men,  which  they  had  the  presumption  to 
call  a  Council  and  a  Consistory,  was  in  open  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
of  the  obligations  which  every  one  of  them  had  solemnly  taken.  The  men 
engaged  in  this  foul  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  institution  which  they  had 
professed  to  love  and  honor,  knew  but  too  well  that  their  rebellious  doings 
would  not  stand  the  searching  test  of  honest  truth  and  masonic  usage  in  day- 
light, and  hence  their  hot  haste  to  send  off  the  flaming  falsehood  on  its 
mission  of  mischief  as  clandestinely  as  possible. 

The  more  profound  the  guilty  secret,  and  the  longer  the  interval  between 
its  issue  and  its  exposure,  the  deeper  its  impression  and  the  more  difficult  the 
task  of  eradicating  it. 

And  before  proceeding  to  a  more  specific  statement  of  facts  in  confutation 
of  these  published  statements,  I  would  remark  in  more  general  terms,  if  all 
these  doings  were  honest  and  above  board,  why  court  darkness  rather  than 
light  ? — why  not  trust  the  Brother  who  has  always  done  our  printing  ? — why 
send  it  to  the  Western  States  before  circulating  it  in  Massachusetts? — why 
persist  in  denying  that  it  had  been  published  at  all,  when  it  had  been  already 
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in  circulation  for  months  ?  Is  this  Masonic  ? — is  this  the  course  of  ingenuous 
men,  who  are  engaged  in  doing  that  which  is  lawful  and  right?— or  is  this 
precisely  the  course  of  persons  who  are  conscious  that  they  are  doing  that 
which  is  not  right,  and  that  which  will  not  bear  the  light  of  open  investi- 
gation. 

I  have  caused  the  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  together  with  the 
doings  of  the  special  meeting  held  in  August,  to  be  published,  with  copies  of 
which  you  will  be  furnished.  In  addition  to  what  you  will  find  there  recorded, 
I  will  state  a  few  facts  which  should  be  known,  in  order  to  a  full  understanding 
of  the  whole  and  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  the  controversy. 

Previous  to  the  Annual  Meeting  in  1860,  our  late  111. -.and  lamented  Bro.  \ 
K.  P.  Dunlap  was  removed  from  his  sphere  of  usefulness  on  earth.  His 
body  was  hardly  cold  in  his  grave  ere  I  received  an  application  from  K.  H. 
Van  Eensselaer,  soliciting  me  to  appoint  him  to  the  office  of  Lieut. -.Com- 
mander, made  vacant  by  the  death  of  111.*. Bro.. -Dunlap.  As  you  may  well 
suppose,  I  was  disgusted  at  such  an  exhibition  of  indecent  haste,  indicating 
as  it  did  the  want  of  that  modesty  which  is  ever  the  companion  of  true  merit, 
This  act  shows  plainly  the  utter  absence  of  the  very  first  qualification  for  an 
office  of  such  dignity :  and  had  there  been  no  other  objection,  I  should  have 
long  hesitated  before  conferring  the  appointment  on  him  ;  but  there  were 
other  objections,  which,  in  my  judgment,  were  sufficient,  but  I  will  not  here 
name  them. 

Mortified  and  chagrined  by  the  wounded  pride  of  disappointed  ambition, 
he  sought  to  obtain  by  usurpation  what  he  had  failed  to  reach  in  a  legal  and 
constitutional  way.  With  the  aid  of  other  men,  he  has  sought  (and  at  this 
time,  no  doubt,  feels  that  he  has  succeeded)  to  overthrow  this  Council  and  to 
erect  another  upon  its  ruins. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  in  May  of  last  year  the  plot  was  formed ;  then  and 
there  rank  rebellion  raised  its  hateful  head  for  the  first  time  in  our  Supreme 
Council.  In  the  doings  of  that  session  there  were  strong  indications  of  insub- 
ordination. Knowing  full  well  the  character  of  some  individuals  who  were 
engaged  in  this  work,  I  determined  to  guard,  and,  if  possible,  preserve,  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  Council  at  every  point.  Hence  I  deemed  it  my 
duty,  as  surely  as  it  was  my  prerogative,  to  insist  upon  a  due  observance  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  suffer  no  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  the  Chair, 
especially  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  not  Active  Members  of  the  Council. 
The  business  of  the  Annual  Session  having  been  finished,  the  Council  was 
closed  without  further  embarrassment. 

In  August  following,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council  was  called  to  consider 
certain  charges  which  had  been  preferred  against  Andres  Cassard.  These 
charges  having  been  fully  sustained,  he  was  expelled,  and  the  Secretary 
General  was  directed  to  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  all  other  Bodies  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite.  On  the  day  following  (K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer 
having  arrived)  an  attempt  was  made  to  re-instate  this  expelled  mason  by 
simple  resolution.  This  motion  was  so  manifestly  a  palpable  violation  of 
masonic  principles  and  obligations,  that  it  was  declared  out  of  order,  and  the 
Chair  refused  to   entertain   it.      A   communication   from   Cassard   was  then 
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presented  by  the  Secretary  General.  To  receive  and  consider  a  communica- 
tion from  an  expelled  mason  was  deemed  by  me  to  be  entirely  out  of  order, 
and  I  did  not  allow  it  to  be  read.  A  motion  was  then  made,  by  one  who  was 
not  an  Active  Member,  to  close  the  Council  until  four  o'clock  p.  m.  This 
motion  was  considered  as  a  further  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Council,  by  an 
improper  interference  with  the  duties  aud  prerogatives  of  the  Chair.  The 
Commander  then  inquired  if  there  was  any  further  business  that  required  the 
action  of  the  Council  at  that  time  ;  none  being  presented,  he  declared  the 
Council  closed  until  the  next  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  in  consequence  of  his 
own  feeble  state  of  health,  as  well  as  for  the  convenience  of  brethren  residing 
out  of  the  city — and  above  all,  for  the  welfare  and  best  interests  of  the 
Institution.  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  not  a  member,  then  openly  and 
defiantly  announced  that  there  would  be  a  meeting  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  next  day  the  Council  met  at  the  time  appointed.  After  the  reading 
of  the  minutes,  I  announced  that  the  business  for  which  the  special  meeting 
was  called  had  been  properly  disposed  of;  and  as  there  was  unmistakable 
evidence  of  insubordination,  and  a  rude  and  unwarrantable  attempt  to  over- 
throw and  disorganize  the  Institution,  and  as  order  and  decorum  in  a  masonic 
Body  was  the  first  rule  to  be'  observed,  I  therefore  declared  the  Supreme 
Council  for  the  N.-.J.  \  closed  sine  die.  Again  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  gave 
notice  to  the  Inspectors  present  that  a  meeting  would  be  held  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day,  and  requested  his  friends  to  be  present. 

The  persons  engaged  in  this  act  of  undisguised  rebellion  continued  their 
conclave  for  several  days  ;  during  which  time  they  organized  a  Body,  and 
called  it  the  Supreme  Council.  The  doings  of  this  spurious  Body,  they  pub- 
lished in  connection  with  their  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Annual  and 
Special  Meetings  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

As  a  part  of  their  plan  for  overthrowing  this,  our  legal  and  constitutional 
Body,  and  substituting  therefore  their  clandestine  association,  they  addressed 
circulars  to  our  brethren  of  the  Ineffable  degrees,  who  they  supposed  might 
be  induced  to  commit  themselves  to  the  cause  of  secession.  By  the  grossest 
misrepresentations,  they  succeeded  in  seducing  from  their  loyal  allegiance 
a  few  brethren,  who  I  am  sure,  had  they  been  in  possession  of  all  the  facts, 
would  not  have  countenanced  proceedings  so  unmasonic  and  revolutionary  in 
their  character,  and  utterly  subversive  of  the  very  first  principles  on  which 
our  institution  rests.  I  have  no  doubt  that  intelligent  brethren  who  have 
been  thus  deceived,  will,  when  rightly  informed,  promptly  renounce  all  con- 
nection with  this  spurious  Body.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Hon.  W.  B. 
Hubbard,  of  Ohio,  who  had  heard  their  representation,  and,  under  the  influence 
of  their  deception,  indiscreetly  gave  those  men  a  note  of  endorsement,  on 
learning  the  true  facts  of  the  case,  immediately  withdrew  his  approval  in 
explicit  terms,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  me,  dated  Feb.  22,  1861,  as  follows  : 
'  "Had  I  been  possessed  of  the  facts  communicated  by  you  to  me  subse- 
quently, and  of  which  I  was  at  the  time  wholly  ignorant,  I  would  by  no  means 
have  given  my  assent ;  and  consequently  I  wish  and  authorize  you  to  con- 
sider that  assent  and  approval  as  suspended  or  revoked,  and  as  having  been 
given  under  misapprehension.' ' 
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It  appears  from  their  printed  proceedings  that  this  spurious  Body,  calling 
themselves  a  Supreme  Council,  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
May,  1861,  (or  at  least  so  says  the  second  edition  of  their  printed  Proceedings, 
the  first  edition  not  naming  any  time,)  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  having  been  fixed  by  that  Body  to  be 
held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May,  which  the  present  year  (1861),  was  on  the 
twenty -first  day  of  May  ;  they  therefore  held  their  meeting  six  days  before 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council,  but  for  what  object  I  will  not 
undertake  to  say,  nor  by  whom  it  was  called;  certainly  not  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, nor  by  his  order.  And  who  else  possessed  the  power  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Supreme  Council,  he  not  having  (in  the  words  of  the  Constitution) 
resigned,  died,  or  removed  out  of  the  jurisdiction?  Let  any  one  answer  who 
has  studied  the  Constitutions  of  1786,  which  we  have  sworn  to  obey  and  be 
governed  by. 

But  this  meeting  of  theirs  was  irregular,  spurious  and  unconstitutional, 
both  as  to  the  time,  the  authority  for  calling  it,  and  as  to  the  business  trans- 
acted. It  will  not  and  cannot  be  recognized  by  any  good  and  true  mason  of 
the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Kite  who  regards  his  obligation. 

It  may  be  asked,  what  object  had  they  in  anticipating  the  meeting  of  the 
Supreme  Council  ?  To  mislead  and  deceive  the  brethren  by  assuming  to  be 
the  regular  and  constitutional  Supreme  Council.  By  meeting  a  week  earlier, 
and  making  a  great  display  on  paper,  they  would  be  likely  to  deceive  some 
honest  brethren,  who  might  take  the  spurious  for  the  regular,  the  counterfeit 
for  the  genuine.  It  was  a  part  of  the  plot ;  it  was  in  the  programme,  and 
must  be  carried  out. 

During  the  session  of  the  insurgents,  I  was  repeatedly  importuned  to  attend 
their  conclave.  The  Hon.  W.  B.  Hubbard,  of  Ohio,  several  times  urged  me 
to  go  with  him  to  their  assembly  ;  this  I  declined  in  the  most  positive  terms. 
Bro.*. Hubbard  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  effect  a  reconciliation.  I  assured 
him,  in  words  both  plain  and  positive,  that  the  only  reconciliation  that  could 
be  effected  was  in  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  usurpers,  and  their  loyal 
allegiance  to  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

Bro.\  Hubbard  assured  me  that  he  attended  their  meeting  only  for  the 
purpose  of  using  his  influence  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  ;  and  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  he  should  take  no  part  in  the  proceedings  except  with 
a  view  to  this  end.  Failing  to  effect  this  object,  he  left  the  city,  on  his  return 
home,  before  the  session  had  closed.  On  leaving,  he  addressed  a  note  to  me, 
regretting  his  disappointment,  and  declaring  that  he  did  not  expect  ever  again 
to  meet  any  of  his  brethren  in  Supreme  Council  on  earth  ;  and  I  believe  he 
meant  precisely  what  he  said. 

After  Bro.\  Hubbard  had  gone,  these  men  proceeded  to  elect  him  to  the 
office  of  Sov.\  Grand  Commander.  The  reason  for  their  doing  this  is  plain; 
they  felt  the  need  of  the  contribution  to  their  cause  of  the  capital  which  the 
publication  of  such  an  election  might  possibly  bring,  and  therefore  they 
elected  him  after  he  had  gone,  and,  consequently,  could  not  decline  while  they 
were  in  session. 

When  these  men  assembled  together  for  the  exercise  of  powers  which  had 
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never  been  conferred  on  them  ;  arrogating  dignities  which  did  not  belong  to 
them  ;  intending  to  overthrow  an  Institution  which  had  once  honored  them ; 
in  violation  of  their  obligations,  what  did  they  do  ?  Among  the  very  first 
things  which  marked  their  reckless  and  revolutionary  proceedings,  was  the 
restoration  of  Andres  Cassard,  a  man  who  had  been  expelled  by  this  Supreme 
Council,  and  by  the  Master  Mason's  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  This 
was  in  perfect  character  with  their  doings ;  what  else  could  have  been 
expected  from  a  body  of  men  met  for  a  purpose  so  purely  unmasonic,  so 
subversive  of  the  first  and  foundation  principles  of  our  ancient  Order  ?  Why 
should  they  not  take  him  to  their  hearts,  although  he  had  been  expelled  from 
the  Lodge,  and  also  from  the  regular  and  constitutional  Supreme  Council?  He 
might  yet  be  proper  material  for  a  spurious  and  illegal  Body.  On  such  a 
foundation,  it  is  by  no  means  extraordinary  that  such  material  might  be 
wrought  into  the  superstructure.  Of  the  character  of  this  spurious  Body  we 
need  say  nothing  more.  There  they  are  ;  let  the  masonic  world  look  at  them 
and  pronounce  upon  their  work. 

We  next  see  them  increasing  the  number  of  Active  Members  and  lavishly 
bestowing  the  thirty-third  degree. 

The  Constitution,  as  it  came  from  Frederick,  the  founder  of  the  Order 
in  its  present  form,  permitted  that  there  should  be  but  two  Supreme  Councils 
in  this  country,  and  that  each  of  these  Councils  should  consist  of  no  more 
than  NINE  members.  He  made  this  a  permanent  feature  of  the  Order.  This 
limitation  was  one  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics.  With  this  striking 
peculiarity  incorporated  into  its  Constitution,  it  has  been  transmitted  to  us, 
without  any  power  to  change  this  fundamental  principle. 

It  may  be  expected  of  me  that  I  should  say  a  word  or  two  touching  the 
constitutional  aspect  of  this  flagrant  act  of  rebellious  secession. 

It  is  well  known  to  you  that  the  thirty-third  and  last,  or  governing  degree, 
as  well  as  the  Supreme  Council  itself,  was  established  by  Frederick  II. , 
King  of  Prussia,  just  before  his  death,  in  1786,  and  the  Constitutions,  as 
revised  by  him,  which  we  are  all  bound  to  support  and  maintain,  permit  but 
two  Councils  in  the  United  States  of  America.  In  the  year  1801,  a  Supreme 
Council  was  duly  established  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  In  the  year  1813,  a  Supreme 
Council  was  duly  and  legally  established  in  the  city  of  New  York  for  the 
Northern  Jurisdiction.  Gov.  D.  D.  Tompkins,  Richard  Riker,  Samson  Simpson 
and  J. "J.  J.  Gourgas,  were  among  its  principal  officers.  Subsequently,  111.-. 
Bro.\  J.  J.  J.  Gourgas  became  its  regular  and  Constitutional  Grand  Comman- 
der, and  continued  to  govern  that  Body  for  a  number  of  years,  when  he 
resigned,  and  111.  \Bro.  Giles  F.  Yates  succeeded  him  by  virtue  of  his  previous 
appointment  as  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander. 

I  received  the  appointment  of  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander  from  Bro.  -.Yates  ; 
and  on  his  retiring  from  office  a.  d.  1851,  I  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Sov.-. 
Grand  Commander,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  and  requirements  of 
the  Constitution,  and  was  duly  installed  by  him  ;  which  office  I  now  hold,  and 
have  held  for  the  last  ten  years.  On  my  return  from  Europe,  in  1859,  I  made 
arrangements  with  the  111.-. Lieut. -.Grand  Commander,  Ex-Governor  R.  P. 
Dunlap,  to  vacate  the  station  I  then  filled,  and  to  install  him  as  my  successor, 
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in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  Constitution.  In  ten  days  from  that 
time,  and  before  the  contemplated  arrangement  was  consummated,  I  received 
notice  of  his  death.  During  the  same  year,  the  spirit  of  our  111.  \  and  well- 
beloved  Past  Grand  Commander  G.  F.  Yates  was  summoned  to  another  and, 
I  trust,  a  better  world.  At  about  the  same  time,  it  was  ascertained  that  111/. 
Bros.  -.Gilman  and  Young  were  permanently  out  of  the  jurisdiction.  Thus, 
within  a  few  months,  the  Supreme  Council  was  deprived  of  the  valuable 
services  of  four  highly  respected  members ;  and  the  Grand  Commander  was 
then  in  a  very  feeble  state  of  health.  It  was  under  these  circumstances  that 
the  plot  was  formed  which  has  recently  been  developed. 

In  the  interpretation  and  application  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  this  is  not,  and  was  never  designed  to  be,  a  popular  branch  of 
Freemasonry.  It  originated  with  a  monarch, —  it  was  exclusive  in  its  begin- 
ning—  its  founder  made  it  so  by  the  laws  which  he  ordained  ;  he  intended  to 
keep  it  so ;  this  was  to  be  a  marked  feature,  in  contrast  with  those  forms  of 
Freemasonry  which  are  intentionally  popular,  and  hence,  in  their  general 
principles,  readily  adapted  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  a  republican  form  of 
goverment.  To  undertake,  therefore,  to  popularize  this  Institution,  and  to 
adapt  it  to  the  state  of  things  as  they  chance  to  be  to-day  in  a  great  Republic, 
is  to  divest  it  not  only  of  a  chief  excellence,  but  to  rob  it  of  its  most  distin- 
guishing feature.  We  have  the  democracy  of  Freemasonry,  in  the  fullest 
measure,  in  the  first  three  degrees.  This  has  its  advantages  and  its  disad- 
vantages. So  here  we  have  the  highest  form  of  the  aristocracy  of  Freema- 
sonry. If  there  be  disadvantages  attending  such  exclusiveness,  there  are 
certainly  in  this  age,  when  liberty  is  so  rapidly  degenerating  into  licentious- 
ness, no  small  advantages  attendant  upon  this  elevated  quality,  which  par- 
takes so  largely  of  the  monarchical  and  so  slightly  of  the  democratic  element ; 
but  whether  wise  or  not,  well  adapted  or  ill-adapted,  to  this  country  and  to 
this  age,  here  it  is. 

This  is  its  design  and  purpose.  We  have  received  it,  and  as  we  have 
received  it,  we  are  bound  to  transmit  it.  If  those  who  have  been  admitted  to 
its  pale  do  not  like  its  principles,  they  are  at  liberty  to  retire  from  its  organi- 
zation and  make  room  for  others.  And  when  the  people  have  become  so 
democratic  in  their  civil,  social  and  masonic  ideas  as  not  to  tolerate  this  society, 
it  will  have  no  office  to  perform,  and  will  very  properly  die  of  itself.  I  hold, 
therefore,  that  if  continued  at  all,  it  should  be  by  a  strict  adherence  to  its 
Constitution,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  peculiar  features  impressed  upon  it 
by  its  founder.  To  understand  my  position  as  the  lawful  Sov. -.Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  it  may  be  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  by  which  the  Sov. -.Grand  Commander  received  his  authority, 
and  the  tenure  by  which  he  holds  it,  and  the  mode  by  which  he  is  required 
to  transmit  it. 

The  third  article  of  the  Constitution  of  1786,  under  which  we  act,  provides, 
in  case  of  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  country,  not  to  return,  of  the 
Sov.  .Grand  Commander,  the  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander  shall  succeed  to  the 
first  office,  and  shall  appoint  from  among  the  Inspectors  General  his  Lieut.-. 


FROM  1860  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME.  17 

Commander.  In  case  of  the  like  occurrence,  to  the  second  officer,  the  Sov.  -. 
Grand  Commander  shall  appoint  another  Inspector  General  to  fill  the  place 
thus  made  vacant.  The  Sov. -.Grand  Commander  shall  also  appoint  the  111.-. 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  General,  and  fill  all  other  vacancies.  Thus  you  see 
that  no  provision  whatever  is  made  for  the  election  of  a  Sov. -.Grand  Com- 
mander and  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Council. 

The  Commander  receives  his  office,  not  by  election,  hut  by  having  been 
placed  in  the  line  of  promotion  by  his  predecessor,  without  a  vote  or  con- 
firmation ;  by  virtue  of  his  legitimate  position.  Moreover,  he  is  Commander 
ad  vitam.  This  may  be  very  undemocratic,  and  it  may  be  very  unpopular 
with  men  whose  ambition  is  never  satisfied  by  any  subordinate  position,  but 
it  is  nevertheless  the  supreme  law  of  the  Institution. 

The  members  of  this  new  and  self-constituted  body  calTing  itself  a  Supreme 
Council  do  not  even  pretend  that  they  have  any  constitutional  authority  for 
their  proceedings,  but  arrogate  to  themselves  the  right  to  make  the  Institution 
conform  to  their  notions  of  expediency.  The  tendency  of  the  age  is  to  make 
innovations  upon  its  authority,  and  thus  to  divest  it  of  every  feature  of 
originality,  and  clothe  it  in  modern  habiliments  more  in  accordance  with  their 
taste.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  this  is  an  ancient  Institution,  and 
every  successful  attempt  to  modernize  it  robs  it  of  much  of  its  beauty  and 
interest. 

This  spurious  body  of  men  may  assemble  when  and  as  often  as  they  please 
in  despite  and  defiance  of  masonic  law,  may  pass  resolves  and  ordinances, 
adopt  new  Constitutions,  and  do  many  other  things,  but  they  are  not  the  legal 
and  legitimate  successors  of  Frederick  or  of  the  Council  established  by  him. 
The  ancient  Constitution  remains  unaltered  and  in  full  force.  They  might 
as  well  undertake  to  re-model  the  Bible  to  make  it  conform  to  their  religious 
faith ;  but  if  changes  were  made  in  these  sacred  writings,  they  would  not  be 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

But  suppose  the  Constitution  may  be  altered  by  competent  authority  :  the 
persons  who  undertook  to  alter  it  and  to  override  its  provisions  were  not 
competent,  because  they  were  not  members  of  the  Council,  and  because  their 
meeting  was  illegal.  There  was  present  only  one  person  whom  I  recognize 
as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council ;  and  surely  one  member  does  not  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  The  assembly  was  not  legal, 
because  the  Council  had  been  duly  closed,  and  had  not  been  again  opened  by 
me,  or  by  any  one  who  had  authority  to  open  it.  At  the  special  meeting  in 
August,  1860,  I  was  present,  and  presided.  The  object  for  which  the  meeting 
was  called  having  been  completed,  I  announced,  in  the  usual  form,  that  it  was 
my  pleasure  that  the  Council  be  closed,  and  it  was  closed.  I  left  the  Chair, 
and  the  members,  with  a  single  exception,  returned  to  their  homes.  In  thus 
closing  the  Council,  I  did  not  transcend  my  authority.  I  did  no  more,  indeed, 
than  the  Master  of  any  Lodge  may  lawfully  do.  He  does  not  request  nor 
permit  his  Lodge  to  be  closed  by  vote  of  its  members  ;  but,  by  the  very  first 
principles  of  Freemasonry,  from  the  moment  when  he  is  installed  in  the  East, 
no  person  except  himself,  when  he  is  present,  can  either  open  or  close  the 
Lodge  ;  nor  can  any  person  lawfully  hinder  him  from  opening  or  closing  it, 
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if  such  be  his  will  and  pleasure.  This  is  precisely  what  I  did.  I  closed  the 
Council,  because  the  regular  business  had  been  disposed  of,  and  because,  in 
my  judgment,  the  peace  and  harmony  and  welfare  of  the  Institution  would 
thus  be  most  effectually  preserved. 

After  the  Council  was  thus  lawfully  closed,  a  person,  who  was  not  a  mem- 
ber, arose  and  in  my  very  face  appointed  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  four 
o'clock,  p.  m.  In  conformity  with  that  unauthorized  and  disorderly  notice,  a 
meeting  was  held,  which  continued  its  sessions  for  several  days.  And  these 
men  had  the  effrontery  to  publish  their  revolutionary  doings,  at  these  meet- 
ings, as  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council.  Is  there  an  intelligent 
mason  of  any  grade  who  will  not  pronounce  such  proceedings  utterly  void  of 
the  shadow  of  authority,  entirely  destitute  of  masonic  principle  and  usage, 
and  deserving  the  condemnation  of  every  member  of  the  fraternity  and  lover 
of  law  and  union  ?  Would  such  conduct  be  tolerated  in  a  Lodge,  or  in  Grand 
Lodge  ?  Suppose  a  Master  to  close  his  Lodge  legally  and  properly  ;  and  sup- 
pose, before  he  left  the  platform,  a  mason  present,  but  not  a  member,  should 
give  notice  that  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  or  the  next,  the 
Lodge  would  meet  in  that  place.  Suppose  the  Master  and  loyal  officers  and 
members  take  no  notice  of  this  announcement ;  but  the  Secretary  and  sundry 
visiting  Brethren  get  together  at  the  appointed  time,  call  their  conclave  a 
regular  communication,  transact  business,  pass  votes  recommending  that  the 
Master  be  deposed,  and,  at  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  some  months 
afterwards,  enact  the  solemn  mockery  of  voting  to  depose  him.  Would  not 
such  proceedings  be  universally  regarded  as  clandestine?  and  would  not  all 
who  were  engaged  in  them  be  held  liable  to  discipline  and  to  expulsion  from 
the  benefits  of  masonry,  for  a  violation  of  its  laws,  and  their  own  obligations  ? 
Or  suppose  a  Grand  Lodge  had  been  thus  legally  and  constitutionally  closed 
by  its  Grand  Master ;  and,  before  he  left  the  platform,  a  visiting  Brother 
should  announce  that  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  there  would  be  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Master  and  Wardens  and  most  of  the 
members  go  home.  At  four  o'clock,  the  Grand  Secretary  and  a  few  visitors 
assemble,  and  proceed  to  do  business  for  several  days  in  succession,  express 
an  opinion  by  formal  vote  that  the  Grand  Master  ought  to  be  deposed,  record 
and  publish  their  doings  as  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
send  a  printed  copy  of  their  spurious  proceedings  to  every  other  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  country,  months  before  they  permitted  them  to  be  seen  near  home.  To 
cap  the  climax,  suppose,  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  they  pass  a  vote  to  depose 
the  Grand  Master,  and  proceed  to  elect  a  successor.  What  action  do  you 
think  the  Grand  Lodge  would  take  in  the  premises?  Such,  I  venture  to  say, 
as  would  place  these  turbulent  men  in  a  position  where  they  would  endure  to 
the  end  of  their  lives,  the  proper  fruit  of  their  doings,  unless  they  should 
secure  the  favor  which  they  had  justly  forfeited,  by  a  humble  confession  of 
their  crimes  and  sincere  promises  of  amendment. 

Although  there  may  be  no  universal  law  nor  any  essential  fundamental 
principle,  which  absolutely  forbids  the  multiplication  of  Grand  Lodges,  yet 
their  increase  in  such  a  revolutionary  manner  is  universally  reprobated  as 
wrong,  and  subversive  of  the  principles  and  benefits  of  the  Institution.     But 
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in  regard  to  the  Supreme  Council,  the  case  is  still  stronger.  There  is  a  prin- 
ciple incorporated  into  its  very  constitution  which  absolutely  prohibits  the 
multiplication  of  Councils.  There  can  be  but  two  in  the  United  States  of 
America ;  and  there  can  be  but  one  in  the  Northern  Jurisdiction.  All  beyond 
that  number  are  necessarily  spurious;  and  every  effort  to  increase  the  number 
is  essentially,  inherently,  and  constitutionally  wrong,  and  of  no  legal  effect- 
Yet,  according  to  the  principles  on  which  the  seceders  from  the  Supreme 
Council  have  conducted,  the  number  of  such  bodies  may  be  indefinitely  in- 
creased. Some  of  their  own  associates  might  next  year  meet  by  themselves* 
depose  their  Commander,  and  establish  a  new  Council  ;  and  so  on,  ad  infinitum* 
in  open  violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

This  spurious  body,  organized  in  the  manner  which  I  have  indicated,  held  a 
conclave  in  this  city  during  the  last  week,  agreeably  to  a  Constitution  which 
they  had  framed  and  adopted.  This  meeting,  of  course,  I  did  not  attend, 
though  notified,  because  it  was  unauthorized.  Of  this  meeting  I  have  to  say, 
generally,  that  it  was  really  no  more  nor  less  than  an  adjournment  of  the 
disorderly  meeting  in  August,  which  has  already  been  described ;  and  all  its 
proceedings  must  be  regarded  as  equally  spurious  and  void.  If  the  first  meeting 
was  illegal,  all  the  successive  stages  of  its  proceedings  are  vitiated  by  the 
same  taint.  An  illegal  body  cannot  legalize  itself  by  an  adjournment,  either 
by  a  simple  vote  or  through  the  form  of  a  Constitution  illegally  adopted. 
Regardless,  however,  of  this  perfectly  obvious  fact,  the  spurious  body  assem- 
bled, and  assumed  to  perform  the  functions  of  a  Supreme  Council.  On 
Sunday  evening  I  received  a  note,  which  was  left  at  my  residence  during  my 
absence  on  Saturday  evening,  summoning  me  to  appear  before  them  on 
Monday  morning  for  trial,  but  for  what  specific  offense  it  would  be  difficult  to 
determine.  Without  discussing  the  question  whether  a  Grand  Commander 
may  be  lawfully  tried  and  deposed  by  the  members  of  his  own  Council,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  I  did  not  recognize  the  authority  of  those  persons,  and 
that  I  paid  no  attention  to  their  summons.  Although  they  had  no  more 
authority  than  any  other  equal  number  of  men  in  the  United  States  to  sit  in 
judgment  upon  me,  in  my  individual  or  official  capacity,  yet  it  appears  that 
they  proceeded  with  an  ex  parte  trial  and  voted  to  depose  me.  "While  I  deny 
the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  and  protest  against  them  as  utterly  uncon- 
stitutional and  void,  I  do  not  regard  it  as  any  disparagement  of  my  masonic 
character  that  they  should  officially  declare  that  I  have  no  connection  with 
their  spurious  body.  Having  voted  to  depose  me,  they  proceeded  to  elect  a 
new  Grand  Commander.  In  so  doing,  they  overlooked  or  disregarded  two 
important  circumstances.  The  Constitution  does  not  permit  the  election  of  a 
Grand  Commander.  Moreover,  up  to  the  time  of  the  pretended  trial,  they 
recognized  me  as  the  So  v. -.Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council.  As 
such,  they  notified  me  of  the  meeting  ;  as  such,  they  summoned  me  to  appear 
for  trial ;  as  such,  they  voted  to  depose  me.  Such  recognition  was  a  virtual 
admission  of  an  unquestionable  fact,  that  all  my  previous  acts,  performed 
agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  were  legal  and  binding.  Among  the  consti- 
tutional acts  thus  performed  by  me  was  the  appointment  of  111.  .Simon  W. 
Robinson  as  Lieut. '.Grand   Commander.    Long  before  I  was  summoned  for 
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trial,  I  had  appointed  and  installed  him  into  that  dignified  office,  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  provision  in  the  Constitution  heretofore  quoted.  So 
that  if  I  were  actually  removed  from  office  by  their  vote,  or  by  any  other 
means,  Ill.-.Bro. -.Robinson  would  now  be  the  legal  Sov.\Grand  Commander 
of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  and  no  other  person  has  a  right  to  usurp  his 
authority. 

I  now  take  my  leave  of  these  disorganizes,  and  commend  them  and  their 
acts  to  the  judgment  of  the  Fraternity  throughout  the  world.  Before  closing 
my  remarks,  however,  in  justice  to  myself  and  to  the  interests  of  this  Institu- 
tion, I  wish  to  say,  that  if  the  Brethren  with  whom  I  am  associated  in  this 
Supreme  Council  have  any  complaints  in  regard  to  my  administration,  I  shall 
ever  be  willing  to  listen  to  them  with  the  most  fraternal  and  respectful  con- 
sideration ;  and  I  pledge  my  best  endeavors  to  redress  any  grievances  which 
I  may  be  convinced  are  hindering  the  success  of  the  Order.  And  should  we 
be  unable  to  agree,  I  shall  be  ready  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  wiser  Brethren 
to  whom  we  may  mutually  refer  our  differences.  I  am  too  far  advanced  in 
life,  and  have  shared  too  largely  the  honors  of  Freemasonry,  to  be  ambitiously 
tenacious  of  office  ;  and  I  shall  be  more  ready  to  surrender  my  authoritjr  than 
I  was  to  receive  it,  whenever  the  interests  of  the  Institution  may  be  thus 
advanced. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Supreme 
Council  to  revise  the  Statutes  and  General  Regulations,  have  attended  to  that 
duty,  and  will  lay  their  report  before  you. 

I  have  received  a  petition  for  a  dispensation  to  open  and  form  a  Consistory 
S.-.P.\R.\S.\in  Boston,  and  shall  recommend  that  it  be  granted. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  co-operate  with  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  and  the 
Sov.  ".Grand  Consistory  in  devising  measures  for  rendering  our  Order  more 
active  and  efficient,  and  shall  cheerfully  second  energetic  efforts  to  secure 
that  desirable  result. 

The  Committee  on  the  M.\P.\Sov. '.Grand  Commander's 
Address  reported  a  "  Letter  of  Caution,"  which  was  adopted  ; 
and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  be  requested  to  adopt  the  same, 
and  to  send  a  copy  to  every  Body  and  Deputy  in  this  jurisdiction,  to  wit : 

Whereas,  This  Supreme  Gr.  -.Council  has  learned  with  regret  that  Brethren 
formerly  acting  under  its  jurisdiction  have  proved  recreant  to  their  obliga- 
tions, and  united  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  usurp 
the  prerogatives  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  which  has  been  for  a  long 
time,  and  still  is,  the  only  legal  and  acknowledged  Head  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of 
America ;  and  fearing  that  some  of  the  loyal  Brethren  residing  in  this  juris- 
diction may  be  deceived  by  the  false  representations  and  misstatements  of 
the  Brethren  attached  to  the  said  illegal  and  unmasonic  organization  ;  this 
Supreme  Grand  Council  has  determined  to  issue  this  Letter  of  Caution,  warn- 
ing all  loyal  Brethren  not  to  visit  any  Lodge,  Council.  Chapter  or  Consistory, 
within  this  jurisdiction,  nor  to  hold  masonic  intercourse  with  any  Brethren  of 
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the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  who  do  not  acknowledge  and  yield  obedience 
to  this  Supreme  Grand  Council.  Active  measures  have  been  taken  to  ascer- 
tain definitely  the  names  of  all  those  who  are  connected  with  the  aforesaid 
illegal  organization  ;  and,  as  soon  as  this  can  be  accomplished,  this  Supreme 
Grand  Council  will  take  such  action  in  regard  to  them  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  may  require. 

The  perusal  of  this  address,  which  is  very  plain  and 
decided  in  its  utterances,  will  readily  convince  any  Masonic 
reader  of  the  opinions  which  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  enter- 
tained. He  was  a  firm  believer  in,  and  supporter  of,  the 
Secret  Constitutions  of  1786.  Taking  that  instrument  for 
his  guide,  he  closed  the  Sup.  Council,  sine  die,  left  it  to  its 
fate,  and  commenced  the  establishment  of  another  Council  in 
its  stead,  by  conferring,  of  his  own  volition,  the  33d  and  last 
degree,  upon  members  of  the  Rite,  until  he  had  obtained  a 
sufficient  number.  These,  so  exalted,  he  appointed  to  fill  the 
different  offices,  and  proceeded  with  Masonic  labor.  * 

He  declares  himself  to  be  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  by 
succession,  ad  vitam,  from  whom  the  office  cannot  be  taken, 
except  by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion ;  that  it  is  his  prerogative  to  open,  or  close,  the  Sup.  Gr. 
Council  at  his  pleasure,  to  elevate  Masons  to  the  33d  and 
last  degree,  irrespective  of  the  Council,  or  disapproval  of  the 
members,  and  that  no  Council  has  the  right  to  vote  for  can- 
didates to  the  high  office  which  he  holds,  with  many  other 
things  which  need  not  be  mentioned.  Let  every  member  of 
the  Rite  read  the  speech  carefully  ;  if  he  will  do  this,  he 
will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  origin  of  the  disturbances 
in  the  Gourgas  body.  There  is,  no  doubt,  some  truth  con- 
tained in  the  charges  against  the  Gourgas  body,  as  well  as 
some  truth  uttered  by  that  body  against  the  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr. 
Commander  Raymond.  In  order  that  both  sides  may  be 
heard,  a  letter  (published)  is  given  from  III.  Bro.  K.  H.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Lieut.  Gr.  Commander  of  the  Gourgas  body. 

LETTER. 

[Page  465,   Transactions,  Mc] 

Cambridge,  Ohio,  January  31st,  1861. 
ALBERT  PIKE,  ESQ.  : 

Dear  Sir  and  very  III.  Bro. :  The  difficulties  and  troubles  Bro.  Yates  and 

myself,  and  a  few  others,  have  had  to  contend  with,  under  the  administration 
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of  our  Veil.  Past  Grand  Commr.,  Gourgas  and  Raymond,  have  been  great. 
Bro.  Gourgas  has  become  aged  and  almost  disgusted  with  the  world,  caused  by 
the  Anti-Masonic  excitement,  and  the  treachery  of  those  he  deemed  friends 
and  Brothers,  and  by  the  continued  efforts  of  the  "  Cerneau  jpartyv  in  New  York. 
Feeling  as  if  all  were  unworthy,  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  cripple  us.  and 
retard  the  progress  of  the  Rite.  The  continued  grumbling  of  Bro.  Raymond 
and  our  Boston  friends,  at  the  doings  of  Bro.  Gourgas,  and  the  promise,  if  they 
had  the  power,  everything  should  be  done  for  the  welfare  and  spread  of  the 
Rite,  induced  us  to  effect  a  change  in  the  government  of  the  Council.  Bros. 
Christie,  Yates,  and  self,  resigned  our  official  stations  as  Officers  of  the  Sup. 
Council,  retaining  our  seats  as  members  thereof.  Our  action  caused  also  Bro. 
Gourgas  to  resign,  and  the  post  fell  to  Bro.  Raymond.  The  change  has  been 
from  bad  to  almost  total  ruin.  Bro.  Raymond  has,  and  would  continue  to 
enjoy,  the  honors,  but  has  ever  been  unwilling,  or  unable,  to  fulfill  the  many 
duties  of  his  high  station.  If  decrees  or  resolutions  have  been  passed  by  the 
Counci],  they  have  not  been  carried  into  effect.  The  reason  for  his  not  doing 
so,  has  been  sickness,  or  the  want  of  time  to  attend  to  the  duty.  The  Bodies 
of  the  Rite  have,  year  after  year,  prayed  the  Supreme  Council  for  some  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  their  government.  The  matter  has  been  delayed  to  '" give 
Bro.  Raymond  time  to  examine  the  old  Constitutions.''  Finding  revolution  would  be 
the  result  of  further  delay,  he  requested  me  to  prepare  a  full  Code  of  Laws  for 
the  "  Government  of  the  Supreme  Council,  and  for  the  Bodies  under  it,  and  report  at  the 
May  Meeting  oflSQO. 

I  consulted  the  old  members  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  Order,  and  Bro.  Moore 
(one  of  the  Committee),  and  submitted  the  matter  to  Bro.  Raymond  at  that 
meeting.  He  then  informed  me  he  was  not  ready  to  report,  as  he  wished  to 
examine  the  Old  Constitutions,  and  claiming  the  right  as  Chairman  to  with- 
hold the  Report.  Bro.  Moore  and  self  being  a  majority  of  the  Committee, 
determined  to  make  the  report ;  to  prevent  our  doing  so,  the  M.  P.  Grand 
Commander  would  not  open  the  Council. 

Previous  to  the  removal  of  the  Council  to  Boston,  they  passed  an  order  for 
the  organization  of  a  Sov.  Cons,  of  Sub.  B.  of  the  R.  S.  Bro.  Raymond,  upon 
taking  his  seat  as  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Com.,  would  not  permit  its  organization.  In. 
place  of  it,  he  resolved  the  Sup.  Council  into  a  Sov.  Consistory,  and  invited 
the  bodies  of  the  Jurisdiction  to  send  three  delegates  to  it,  the  M.  P.  Gr.  Comm. 
and  officers  of  the  Sup.  Council,  presiding  thereat.  In  that  irregular  and  uncon- 
stitutional body,  without  form,  Rules,  or  Regulations,  we  transacted  our  busi- 
ness, and  conferred  degrees,  etc.  In  May,  I860,  our  Princes  of  the  R.  S.  were 
in  open  revolt,  and  ready  for  rebellion,  unless  something  was  done  for  them. 
A  majority  of  the  Sup.  Council  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  curried  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  immediate  organization  of  a  Sov.  Cons,  of  Sub.  Pr.  of  the  R.  S. ,  with 
power  to  elect  its  own  officers.  The  Princes  present  gladly  accepted  the  order, 
and  organized  as  such  by  electing  E.  T.  Carson,  of  Cincinnati,  as  President. 
The  Sup.  Council  were  called  upon  to  approve  of  the  doings  of  the  Sov.  Consis- 
tory, which  was  necessary  to  make  their  work  valid.  Bro.  Raymond  refused  to 
take  action  in  the  matter,  by  it  killing  the  organization  of  the  Consistory. 
That  Sovereign  Consistory  had  no  power  given  to  it  that  would  in  any  way 
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interfere  with  the  Sup.  Council.  Bro.  Raymond  claims  to  act,  and  walk,  in  all 
cases,  by  the  old  Constitutions,  which,  he  says,  gives  him  absolute  power  to  rule 
— that  he  (not  the  Sup.  Council)  represents  Frederick  of  Prussia,  with  Sovereign 
power,  to  make,  or  unmake,  or  elevate  those  he  may  want,  to  the  high  grades  of 
32d  and  33d  degrees,  without  any  action  of  the  Sup.  Council,  with  power  to 
open  and  close  the  Council  at  pleasure ;  cut  off  the  members  of  the  Sup. 
Council,  if  he  deems  it  advisable  so  to  do ;  remove  its  officers  and  fill  their 
places.  *  *  * 

Yours  very  truly  and  fraternally,  &c. , 

K.  H.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

This  Letter  of  III.  Bro.  K.  H.  Van  Kensselaer,  gives  a 
fuller  view  of  the  causes  of  the  dissension  in  the  Gourgas 
Council  than  anything  we  could  give  relating  to  it. 


The  Eecord  of  the  Supreme  Council,  known  as  the 
"  Cerneau-Hayes "  Council,  whose  Grand  East  was  at  New 
York,  will  now  be  taken  up. 

Notwithstanding  the  fierce  and  persistent  opposition  prac- 
ticed by  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  the  Southern  Masonic 
Jurisdiction  against  it  in  the  way  of  Edicts,  Denunciations, 
and  Official  Addresses,  in  which  the  body  itself  was  declared 
to  be  Spurious,  Illegitimate,  etc.,  the  Council  had  been  con- 
tinued in  a  peaceful  and  orderly  manner,  vastly  increasing 
its  influence,  its  membership,  and  its  subordinate  bodies  in 
the  different  States,  to  the  astonishment  of  those  who  had 
taken  so  much  pains  to  belittle  its  members,  and  prejudice 
the  Masonic  world  against  its  authenticity.  "Within  a  year 
or  two  previous  to  this  date,  its  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander, 
Henry  C.  Atwood,  had  been  removed  by  death,  and  had 
named  •  his  successor,  under  date  of  May  14,  1858,  in  the 
person  of  III.  Bro.  Edmund  B.  Hayes,  then  111.  Lieut.  Gr. 
Commander.  At  the  present  meeting,  October  1st,  1860,  the 
document  was  read,  acknowledged,  ordered  to  be  endorsed 
upon  the  back,  and  signed  by  each  member  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  and  a  copy  of  the  same,  with  the  endorsement, 
inserted  in  full  in  the  records  of  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 
1860. 


From  the  East  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  the  Most  Puis- 
sant Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors   General  of  the  thirty-third 
and  last  degree  for  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  of  Freemasonry  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction 
of  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

YALLEY    OF    NEW    YOEK, 

Under  the  C.\C.\near  the  B.\B.\,  answering  40°  42'  40"  N.  L. 
and  2°  51'  0"  E.  L.,  Meridian  of  Washington  City. 

At  our  Grand  Council  Chamber,  a  Sacred  Asylum,  where  reigns 

Union.*.        Contentment.*.        Wisdom.*. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors 
General  of  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  was  opened  with 
the  usual  ceremonies,  this  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  seventh 
masonic  month  called  Tishri,  Anno  Hebraico,  5621,  Anno 
Lucis  5860,  Anno  Dis.  2390,  Anno  Ord.  742,  answering  to 
the  first  day  of  October,  5860,  and  of  the  Christian  Era  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Tribune  of  the  last  meeting 
of  this  Supreme  Council  was  dispensed  with. 

The  appointment  of  our  111. '.Lieut. '.Grand  Commander, 
Thrice  111. '.Bro.  '.Edmund  B.  Hayes,  to  the  office  of  M.\P.\ 
Sov. '.Grand  Commander  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council, 
by  our  late  M.'.P.'.Sov.'.Grand  Commander,  T.'.M.'.Ill/.Bro.*. 
Henry  C.  Atwood,  was  read  and  acknowledged,  and  ordered 
to  be  endorsed  on  the  back  and  signed  by  each  member 
of  the  Supreme  Council,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  and  the 
endorsement  inserted  in  full  in  the  Tribune  of  the  Supreme 
Grand  Council. 
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T. \T. \G.  0. •T.-.G.-.A.-.O. \T.;.TT.\ 
Office  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspectors  General,  33°,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

Valley  of  New  York,  May  14,  1858. 
To  all  those  to  whom  these  Letters  shall  come,  Greeting  : 

Know  ye,  that  I,  Henry  C.  Atwood,  S.-.G.-.I.-.G.-.,  33°,  and  M.-.P.-.Sov.-.Grand 
Commander  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  the  thirty-third  degree,  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  sitting  in  the  Valley  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York,  North 
America,  do  by  these  presents  make  known  and  establish  that,  by  the  powers 
transmitted  to  me  by  the  Most  Illustrious  and  Most  Puissant  De  Witt  Clinton 
(formerly  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,)  dated 
February  7,  1828,  do  hereby  appoint  and  constitute  our  Most  Illustrious  Chief 
Edmund  B.  Hayes,  Esq.,  S.-.G.  \I.\G.  -.,33°,  P.-.M.-.P.-.G.-.  Visitor  of  the  M.-.W.-. 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  P. -.G. -.Lecturer  of  St.  Johns  Grand 
Lodge,  P.-.H.-.P.-.,  and  the  present  Ill.-.Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  this 
Supreme  Grand  Council,  as  successor  to  the  station  of  M.-.P.-.Sov.-.Grand  Com- 
mander of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  with  all  the  powers  thereunto  be- 
longing. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal  this,  the  first  day  of  the  masonic 
month  called  Sivan,  5618,  corresponding  to  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  of  the 
Christian  era,  1858. 

(Signed,)  HENRY  C.  ATWOOD,  [l.s.] 

Sov.-.P.-  R.-.»}*S.:G.-.I.-.G.-.3ZQ,  and  M.-.P.-.Sov.-.Grand  Commander 
of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere. 

Endorsement. 
We,  the  undersigned,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty- third 
and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  members  of 
the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  sitting  in  the  Valley  of  New  York,  do  hereby  certify,  pronounce 
and  proclaim  over  our  several  signatures,  that  we  have  perused  the  written 
document  purporting  to  be  the  appointment  of  our  Thrice  Illustrious  Brother 
Edmund  B.  Hayes,  33p,  S.-.G.  \I.\G.  \,  &c  ,  to  the  position  and  station  of 
M.-.P.-.Sov.-.Grand  Commander  of  this  our  Supreme  Grand  Council  by  our 
late  M.-.P.-.Sov.-.Grand  Commander,  Thrice  Illustrious  Brother  Henry  C. 
Atwood,  33°,  as  his  legitimate  and  lawful  successor  in  said  office,  and  we 
further,  on  our  individual  honor  as  men,  and  by  all  the  obligations  we  have 
taken  as  masons,  certify  and  declare  that  we  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
signature  and  seal  of  our  late  M.\P. \Sov.\Grand  Commander,  Henry  C. 
Atwood,  and  believe  the  same  to  have  been  signed  and  affixed  by  him.  We 
also  certify  that  by  the  rules  and  signatures  of  the  Order  and  the  Ancient 
Constitutions,  our  late  M.-.P.-.Sov.-. Grand  Commander,  Henry  C.  Atwood, 
had  full  power  and  lawful  right  to  name  as  his  successor  in  office  our  Thrice 
Illustrious   Brother    Edmund   B.    Hayes,    33°,    as    M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand    Com- 
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mander  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  sitting  in  the  Valley  of  New  York,  and  hereby  tender 
to  him,  as  such,  our  homage  and  obedience  to  all  his  legal  edicts  and  com- 
mands. 

Done  at  our  Grand  East  in  the  Valley  of  New  York,  this,  the  twenty-first 
day  of  the  seventh  masonic  month  called  Tishri,  5621,  corresponding  to  the 
E.  V.  the  eighth  day  of  October,  1860. 

(Signed,)  ,  33°, 

III. -.Lieutenant  Grand  Commander. 
GEO.  L.  OSBORNE,  33°, 
Grand  Chancellor,  Grand  Secretary  General  of  the  H.-.E.: 

,  33°, 

Grand  Orator,  Minister  of  State. 
ROBERT  E.  ROBERTS,  33°, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

: ,    33°, 

Grand  Keeper  of  Seals. 
HOPKINS  THOMPSON,  33°, 

Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

,  33°,       . 

Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

,  33°, 

Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

On  motion,  the  next  meeting  of  this  Supreme  Grand 
Council  was  ordered  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next, 
October  8,  1860. 

No  other  business  appearing,  the  Grand  Council  was 
closed  by  the  mysterious  numbers. 

GEOBGE  L.  OSBOKNE,  33°, 

S.-..'.P.:R.-.+l<,  Gr.: Chancellor,  Gr.'. Sec.-.  Gen.-. of  the  H.-.E.: 

EDMUND  B.  HAYES,  33°. 

S.'.P..R.\*%*,   M.-.P.-.Sov.-. Grand  Commander. 


Monday,  October  8,  1860. 
The  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  In- 
spectors General  of  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  was 
opened  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  this,  the  twenty-second 
day  of  the  seventh  masonic  month  called  Tishri,  a.  h.  5621, 
a.  l.  5860,  A.  D.  2390,  a.  o.  742,  answering  to  the  eighth  day 
of  October,  5860,  and  of  the  Christian  Era,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty. 
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On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Tribune  of  the  last  meeting 
was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  G.  \C.  \G. \S.  *.G.*.0.\T. *.H.*.E.*.be  empowered  to  procure  a 
suitable  book  to  contain  the  records  of  tbis  Grand  Council,  and  such  stationery 
as  he  may  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  directed  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  to  be  presented 
to  the  widow  of  our  late  M.-.P.*.Sov.*.  Grand  Commander  Henry  C.  Atwood, 
expressive  of  the  feelings  of  this  Grand  Council,  to  be  signed  by  himself  and 
the  M. -.P.-.  So  v. -.Grand  Commander,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  endorsed  in  full 
in  the  Tribune  of  this  Body. 

Resolved,  That  the  G.  \C.\G.\S.\G.  -.0.  \T.  \H.\E.\be  directed  to  send  a  notice 
of  the  death  of  our  late  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  Henry  C.  Atwood, 
and  of  the  appointment  of  his  successor  to  the  same  office,  our  T.\Ill.\Bro.\ 
Edmund  B.  Hayes,  33°,  to  each  and  every  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspectors  General  throughout  the  world. 

Resolved,  That  each  and  every  officer  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  sub- 
scribe the  sum  of  five  dollars  to  defray  temporary  expenses. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Three  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  publish  a 
correct  history  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

Thrice  111. -.Bros. -.Edmund  B.  Hayes,  Hopkins  Thompson 
and  George  L.  Osborne  were  appointed  such  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  any  other 
Masonic  Body,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable  masonic  monument  over 
the  remains  of  our  late  M.-.P.-.Sov.*. Grand  Commander,  Henry  C.  Atwood. 

Resolved,  That  this  Supreme  Grand  Council  hold  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow  to  the 
memory  of  our  late  M.-.P.-.Sov.*. Grand  Commander,  Henry  C.  Atwood,  and 
the  committee  before  named  be  empowered  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ment therefor,  and  to  extend  an  invitation  to  all  Masonic  Bodies  to  participate 
therein. 


Dec.  30th,  1860. — The  petition  of  Sublime  Prince  John  A.  Lefferts,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Consistory  of  the  State  of  New  York,  presented  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Grand  Council,  having  been  favorably  considered,  on  motion  of 
111. -.Bro.*. Thompson,  this  Grand  Council  confer  the  thirty-third  degree  on 
Sublime  Prince  John  A.  Lefferts,  who,  having  been  fully  examined,  and 
proving  himself  well  versed  in  the  preceding  degrees,  was  introduced  by  the 
111.-. Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and  initiated,  constituted,  received,  and 
acknowledged  and  proclaimed  as  a  Deputy  Inspector  General  and  an  Honorary 
Member  of  this  Supreme  Council,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Illustrious 
Brethren. 

April  14th,  1861. — The  Sublime  Prince  Gustavus  W.  Smith  having  been 
fully  examined,  and  proving  himself  well  versed  in  the  preceding  degrees,  was 
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introduced  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and  constituted,  received, 
acknowledged  and  proclaimed  a  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General  and  an 
Honorary  Member  of  this  Supreme  Council,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the 
Ill.-.Brethren. 

April  22d,  1861. — Sublime  Princes  John  C.  McArthur  and  Wm.  Board  New- 
man having  been  fully  examined,  and  proving  themselves  well  skilled  in  the 
preceding  degrees,  were  introduced  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  and 
elevated  to  the  dignity,  constituted,  received,  acknowledged  and  proclaimed 
as  Deputy  Inspectors  General  and  Honorary  Members  of  this  Supreme  Council, 
and  received  the  salutations  of  the  111.-.  Brethren. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  announced  Sublime  Princes  Nehemiah 
Peck,  Stephen  H.  Herriman  and  Abram  G.  Levy  in  waiting,  and  after  having 
been  fully  examined  and  proving  themselves  well  versed  in  the  preceding 
degrees,  were  introduced  and  constituted,  received,  acknowledged  and  pro- 
claimed as  Deputy  Inspectors  General  and  Honorary  Members  of  this  Supreme 
Grand  Council,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Brethren. 

August  28th,  1861.— The  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  then  announced  Sub- 
lime Princes  William  Filmer,  George  Tucker,  Henry  C.  Banks,  Peter  M. 
Langton  and  James  R.  Gardner  in  waiting  ;  and  after  having  been  fully 
examined,  and  proving  themselves  well  versed  in  the  preceding  degrees,  they 
were  introduced  and  constituted,  received,  acknowledged  and  proclaimed  as 
Deputy  Inspectors  General  and  Honorary  Members  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Council ,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Brethren. 

On  motion  of  111.-. Bro.-. Seymour,  there  be  a  committee  of  three  appointed  to 
visit  our  111. -.Bro. -.Prince  Napoleon,  and  tender  him  an  invitation  to  visit  this 
Supreme  Grand  Council.     Carried. 

The  M.\P.\Sov.\  Grand  Commander  then  appointed  111. -.Bros.-.  Seymour, 
Leveridge  and  Banks,  said  committee. 

Sept.  18th,  1861. — The  111. -.Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  then  introduced 
M.-.P.-.Past  Sov.-.Grand  Commander  and  111. -.Bro. -.John  W.  Mulligan,  the 
successor  of  M.-. P.-. Sov.-.Grand  Commander  Joseph  Cerneau,  and  the  prede- 
cessor of  the  Hon.-.  and  111. -.M.-.P.-. Sov.-.Grand  Commander  De  Witt  Clinton, 
all  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  who  was  received  in  the  form  and  with 
the  honors  due  his  high  rank,  and  seated  in  the  East  on  the  right  of  the 
Throne. 

The  111.-. Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  then  announced  that  111. -.Bro.-.  Joseph 
Jennings,  S.*.P.\R.\S.\,  was  in  the  outer  court  of  this  Chamber,  and  desired 
to  be  admitted  and  receive  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Rite,  who,  after  being  fully  examined  and  proving  himself  well 
versed  in  the  preceding  degrees,  was  introduced,  and  constituted,  received, 
acknowledged  and  proclaimed  a  Deputy  Inspector  General,  and  an  Honorary 
Member  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the 
Brethren. 

The  111. -.Bro. -.Harry  J.  Seymour  was  then  installed  Inspector  General  and 
111. -.Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
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111.  .Bro. John  W.  Mulligan  then  addressed  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  at 
some  length  and  in  the  most  happy  strain. 

September  30,  1861. 
The  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  the  thirty-third  and  last 
degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Eite  having 
been  regularly  called,  met  in  the  Council  Chamber  on  the 
twenty -fifth  day  of  the  masonic  month  Tishri,  a.  h.  5622,  A.  L. 
5861,  a.  d.  2391,  a.  d.  2861,  a.  o.  743,  answering  to  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September,  1861,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  cere- 
monies by  the  M.\P.\Sov.\ Grand  Commander,  Edmund  B. 
Haye,  assisted  by 

S.  \G.  \I.\G.\ Hopkins  Thompson,  Lieut- .Grand  Commander , 

D.  Sickels  as  Grand  Chancellor  and  Sec  .Gen.'.H.-  ,E.\, 

Robert  E.  Roberts,  Grand  Treasurer,  H.-.E.-., 

Abram  G.  Levy,  Grand  Minister  of  State,  pro  tern., 

A.  J.  Fisher,  Grand  Marshal,  pro  tern. , 

Harry  J.  Seymour,   Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 

John  B.  Ewing,  Grand  Standard  Bearer, 

Peter  Neefus,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard, 
in  usual  form. 

The  Ill.\Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  then  announced  to  the  M.\P.\Sov.\ 
Grand  Commander  that  there  was  waiting  in  the  outer  court  of  this  Chamber, 
111. -.Knights  and  S.-.P.-.  of  the  R.\S.\  John  Sheville,  John  B.  Harris,  Royal 
G.  Millard  and  John  Cameron,  who  had  petitioned  for  and  now  desired  to  be 
admitted  into  this  Grand  Council  Chamber,  and  receive  the  thirty-third  and 
last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

After  being  fully  examined,  and  proving  themselves  well  versed  in  the 
preceding  degrees,  the  S.\G.\I.\Gr.".  and  111.-. Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
introduced  them.  After  assuming  the  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  cheer- 
fully conforming  to  all  the  requirements  of  the  Order,  they  were  constituted, 
received,  acknowledged  and  proclaimed  Deputy  Inspectors  General  and  Honor- 
ary Members  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  and  received  the  salutations  of 
the  Brethren. 

The  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  again  announced  to  the  M.\P.\Sov.\ 
Grand  Commander  that  S.  -.P. •.R.-.S.vJohn  J.  Crane  and  Robert  D.  Holmes 
were  without,  and  desirous  of  being  admitted  into  this  Supreme  Grand  Council 
Chamber,  and  to  receive  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  After  having  been  fully  examined  and  found  well 
versed  in  the  preceding  degrees,  they  were  introduced  by  a  S.-.G. \I.\ G. \, 
the  111. '.Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and  duly  constituted,  received,  acknow- 
ledged and  proclaimed  Deputy  Inspectors  General  and  Honorary  Members  of 
this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Brethren. 

Oct.  29th,  1861. — The  following  petition  was  then  presented  by  Ill.\Bro.\ 
H.  J.  Seymour,  in  behalf  of  the  Brethren  whose  names  are  thereunto  attached  : 
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T.\T,\G.\0.\T.\G.\A.\0.\T.\U.\ 

To   the   M.'.P.'.Sov.'.Grand  Commander   and  the   Supreme   Council  of  Sov.\ Grand 
Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite : 

Valley  of  New  York,  Oct.  2,  1861. 
The  undersigned,  Princes  of  Rose  Croix  and  Knights  of  the  Eagle  and 
Pelican,  having  at  heart  the  advancement,  splendor  and  honor  of  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Rite,  do  hereby  pray  that  the  charter  or  warrant  of  constitu- 
tion of  La  Fayette  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  now  lying  useless,  be  granted  to 
us,  with  power  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Knights  of  the  East  and  Princes  of 
Jerusalem,  as  well  as  Knights  of  the  East  and  "West  and  Knights  of  the  Eagle 
and  Pelican  and  Princes  of  Rose  Croix,  according  to  the  rules,  regulations 
and  constitutions  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  and  the  Supreme  Council 
sitting  in  the  Valley  of  New  York  ;  and  we  name 

Prince  Nehemiah  Peck     to  be  the  Most  Wise  and  Perfect  Master. 

" "  Senior  Warden. 

" "  Junior  Warden. 

"      Robert  D.  Holmes,      "  Grand  Orator. 

And  if  our  prayer  be  granted,  we  cheerfully  promise  exact  obedience  to  the 
Rules,  Regulations  and  Constitutions  of  the  Supreme  Council,  and  to  exert 
our  efforts  to  blazon  forth  the  splendor  and  purity  of  our  beloved  Rite.  In 
token  of  which  we  here  affix  our  names. 


Nehemiah  Peck, 
M.  Langton, 
Joseph  J.  Jennings, 
W.  B.  Newman, 
J.  F.  Wells, 
Peter  W.  Neefus, 
Stephen  H.  Herriman, 
George  Tucker, 
Chas.  C.  J.  Beck, 
John  I.  Crane, 
Robert  D.  Holmes, 
Henry  C.  Banks, 
John  Innes, 
J.  W.  Ewing, 
John  Cameron, 
John  Vanderbeck,  Sr., 
John  Vanderbeck,  Jr., 
Abram  G.  Levy, 
Alfred  Woodham, 
Thomas  M.  Woods, 
Stephen  Merritt,  Jr., 
E.  A.  Stuart, 
William  Shipsey, 
Jacob  Shipsey, 
W.  Filmer, 
James  G.  Kent, 


Dep.\Ins.\Gen.\33°,  Mechanic  Lodge,  No.  31. 
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The  petition  was  received,  and  after  due  deliberation, 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  above  mentioned  warrant  was  at  this  time 
in  possession  of  certain  parties  from  whom  it  could  not  be  obtained,  and 
desirous  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  Brethren  and  the  interest 
of  the  Order,  that  a  substitute  warrant  should  be  granted,  bearing  the  name 
of  the  one  petitioned  for,  and  placed  in  possession  of  said  petitioners. 

Nov.  7,  1861. — The  M.  -.P.  \Sov.  -.Grand  Commander  announced  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Supreme  Council  present,  that  he  had  appointed  the  111. -.Brother 
and  Deputy  Inspector  General  Daniel  Sickels,  to  be  the  Grand  Chancellor, 
Secretary  General  of  the  H.-.E.-.,  and  Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  Archives  for  this 
Supreme  Council ;  the  Ill.-.and  Deputy  Inspector  General  Brother  Henry  C. 
Banks,  to  be  the  Grand  Marshal  General  for  this  Supreme  Council ;  and  the 
111. -.Brother  and  Deputy  Inspector  General  John  Innes  to  be  the  Grand  Standard 
Bearer  for  this  Supreme  Council. 

The  111. -.Bros. -.Sickels,  Banks  and  Innes  were  then  introduced  and  regularly 
and  duly  installed  into  the  several  offices  to  which  they  had  been  respectively 
appointed. 

The  Revised  Constitution,  Statutes  and  General  Regulations  of  1861,  for  the 
government  of  all  Bodies  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Bite  throughout  this 
jurisdiction  were  then  adopted,  and  to  be  of  full  force  and  effect  on  and  after 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  December,  1861. 

Dec.  6th,  1861. — The  M.  -.P.  -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  was  then  informed 
that  Bro. -.James  C.  Bullin,  of  Chicopee,  Mass.,  aged  thirty-one  years,  was 
desirous  of  obtaining  the  degrees  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Bite,  and  peti- 
tioned this  Supreme  Council  to  confer  them  on  him. 

The  petition  being  properly  recommended  and  endorsed  was,  on  motion, 
received,  and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  granted. 

The  111. -.Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  then  introduced  Bro.'.JAMES  C.  Bullin, 
and  the  M. \P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Ill.-.Grand 
Master  of  Ceremonies  and  the  officers  present,  conferred  the  degree  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Bite  upon  him  ;  and  he  was  duly  constituted,  received, 
acknowledged  and  proclaimed  Deputy  Inspector  General  and  an  Honorary 
Member  of  this  Supreme  Council,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Brethren. 

The  following  petition  was  then  presented,  and  recommended  by  Ill.\Bro.  -. 
H.  J.  Seymour. 

T:\T.\G.-.Q.\T.\G.\A.\0.\T.\U.\ 

Valley  of  New  York,  Nov.  29,  1861. 

To  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  Grand  Elect  Perfect  and  Sublime  Masons,  and 
having  the  prosperity  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Bite  at  heart,  and  desirous 
to  exert  our  best  endeavors  to  diffuse  and  disseminate  the  true  and  genuine 
principles  of  our  Sublime  Institution,  do  most  humbly  pray  that  your  111.-. 
Body  will  grant  unto  us  letters  of  dispensation  or  a  warrant  of  Constitution 
to  open  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  known 
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as  Temple  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 
Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection  duly  constituted  ;  and  your  petitioners  would 
respectfully  name 

Bro. -.Stephen  Merritt,  Jr.,  to  be  the  first  Thrice  Puissant  Grand  Master, 
Bro.-.A.  D.  Renton  "  "      Deputy  Grand  Master, 

Bro. -J.  H.  Taylor  "  "      Senior  Grand  Warden,  and 

Bro.-.THO.  Barclay  "  "      Junior  Grand  Warden. 

And  should  your  Ill.-.Body,  in  its  wisdom,  grant  the  prayer  of  your  peti- 
tioners, we  promise  a  strict  conformity  to  the  Constitutions,  Statutes  and 
General  Begulations  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
its  territories  and  dependencies,  having  its  Grand  East  in  the  Valley  of 
New  York. 

STEPHEN  MERRIT,  JR.  JEREMIAH  TAYLOR. 

A.  D.  RENTON.  J.  MESHUT. 

CHAS.  H.  MORRISON.  JOS.  GRINES. 

WILLIAM  HUTCHINSON.  W.  C.  TABRINKL 

I.  McFARLAND.  WILLIAM  ALLEN. 

JOHN    SHARON.  I.  McLEAN. 

GEORGE  LEWIS.  WILLIAM  WING. 

GEORGE  AITKIN.  JOHN  MOORE. 

NICHOLAS  FORNEY.  RICHARD  BARTON. 

JAMES  ADAIR.  THOS.  BARCLAY. 

Recommended  by  Jerusalem  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection,  No.  2,  with  the  seal 
thereof  attached. 

On  motion,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  granted,  and  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary wa*s  directed  to  issue  a  warrant  and  place  it  in  possession  of  the  Brethren 
named  as  officers  in  the  petition,  said  warrant  to  be  No.  3. 

Jan.  3d,  1862.— The  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  informed  the  Supreme 
Council  that  during  its  recess  he  had  appointed  111.-. Bro. -John  Sheville, 
resident  of  Bergen,  N.  J.,  as  District  Deputy  Inspector  for  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Special  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New  York,  to  act  and  represent 
this  Supreme  Council  in  and  for  the  States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and 
to  perform  all  the  duties  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  thereunto  belonging, 
except  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  this 
Supreme  Council.  Said  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Council, 
and  the  Grand  Secretary  General  directed  to  furnish  111. -.Bro.-.  John  Sheville 
with  Letters  Patent  under  the  seal  of  this  Supreme  Council,  to  bear  date  and 
have  effect  from  and  after  October  29,  1861. 


Trenton,  N.  J.,  January  23.  1862. 
The  Supreme  Grand  Council  met  this  day,  and  was  opened  in  the  usual  form 
by  the  M.  -.P.  -.Sov.\ Grand  Commander. 

PRESENT. 

111. '.Edmund  B.  Hayes,  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander. 
Hopkins,  Thompson,  P. -.D.-. Grand  Commander. 
Daniel  Sickels,  Grand  Chancellor,  Gr.-.Sec.-.Gen.'.H.-.E.\ 


FROM  1860  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME.  33 

Henry  C.  Banks,  Grand  Marshal  General. 
Harry  J.  Seymotjr,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
John  Innes,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
William  J  Jarvis,  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 
David  Naar,  Emeritus  Member. 

Thomas  Satterthwaite,  "  " 

The  Grand  Secretary  General  presented  a  petition  in  due  form,  praying  for  a 
warrant  of  Constitution  for  a  Grand  Consistory  in  and  for  the  Sovereign  and 
Independent  State  of  New  Jersey,  signed  by  the  following  111. -.Brothers,  Sub- 
lime Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  and  endorsed  and  recommended  by  Ill.-.Bro.-. 
John  Sheville,  District  Deputy  Inspector  General  for  New  Jersey  : 
Thomas  J.  Corson,  William  Hewitt, 

John  Woolverton,  James  Taylor, 

William  T.  Nicholson,  James  E.  Emerson, 

George  Painter,  George  B.   Edwards, 

John  Nelson,  William  Armstrong, 

William  R.  Clapp,  S.  R.  Tyrrell, 

Amos  P.  Howell,  William  T.  Woodruff, 

Joseph  H.  Hough,  William  T.  Stagg, 

John  O'Raum,  Reuben  Van  Tassel, 

Charles  Bechtel,  William  Pemberton, 

JOHN  SHEVILLE.   33°. 

District  Deputy  Inspector  General. 

On  motion,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  granted,  and  the  Grand  Secre* 
tary  directed  to  issue  a  warrant  of  Constitution. 

Which  being  done,  the  Supreme  Council  ceased  its  labors  as  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspectors  General,  and  opened  the  Sovereign  Grand  Consistory. 

Present — The  before  mentioned  Active  and  Emeritus  Members  of  Supreme 
Council,  and  Deputy  Inspectors  Stephen  H.  Herriman,  George  Tucker,  Phillip 
Langton,  Alfred  Woodham,  and  District  Deputy  Inspector  General  John 
Sheville. 

M.\P. \S.\G.\C.\ Edmund  B.  Hayes,  acting  as  P.- .Sov.\Gr.\ Commander. 

111.  -.S.-.G. \ I.-. G.\ Thomas  Satterthwaite,  as  1st  Lieut. \Gr.\ Commander. 

Hl.-.S.  \G.  -.1  \G-.\David  Naar,  as  2d  Lieut. :. Grand  Commander. 

111. -.Daniel  Sickels,  as  Grand  Secretary. 

111. -.Henry  C.  Banks,  as  Grand  Marshal. 

111. -.Harry  J.  Seymour,  as  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

111. -.John  Innes,  as  Grand  Hospitaler. 

A  Grand  Consistory  in  and  for  the  Sovereign  and  Independent  State  of  New 
Jersey  was  then  duly -and  regularly  constituted,  and  the  following  officers 
elected  and  duly  installed  : 

111. -.Thomas  J.  Corson,  Commander-in-Chief. 

George  B.  Edwards,  Deputy  Commander-in-Chief. 
Joseph  H.  Hough,  1st  Lieutenant-Commander. 
William  T.  Woodruff,  2d  Lieutenant-Commander. 
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William  E.  Stagg,  Grand  Minister  of  State. 
Reuben  S.  Van  Tassel,  Grand  Chancellor. 
John  Woolverton,  Grand  Secretary. 
S.  R.  Tyrrell,  Grand  Treasurer. 
W.  R.  Clapp,  Grand  Keeper  of  the  Seal. 
William  Armstrong,  Grand  Engineer. 
William  T.  Nicholson,  Grand  Hospitaler. 
James  E.  Emerson,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Charles  Bechtel,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 
John  P.  Nelson,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
Amos  P.  Howell,  Grand  Sentinel. 
The  Sovereign  Grand  Consistory  was  then  closed  in  due  form  by  the  Sov.*. 

Grand  Commander.  

Friday,  Jan.  24,  1862. 

The  Sov. -.Grand  Inspectors  General  resumed  their  labor  in  Supreme  Council. 

The  111.  \Gr. -.Master  of  Ceremonies  then  presented  111. -.Thomas  J.  Corson, 
George  B.  Edwards,  John  Woolverton,  John  Moore  and  Reuben  Lighthall, 
who,  having  been  duly  examined  in  the  preceding  degrees,  and  found  fully 
enlightened  and  qualified,  were  constituted,  received,  acknowledged  and  pro- 
claimed Dep.-.  Inspectors  General  and  Honorary  Members  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  receiving  the  salutation  of  the  Brethren. 

May  3d,  1862. — The  following  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  were 
then  regularly  proposed  and  duly  elected  to  receive  the  thirty-third  and-  last 
degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  : 
Gilbert  Nurse,  aged  63  years  :   born  July  31,  1798,  in  Massachusetts  ;   resides 

in  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Benjamin  F.   Nourse,   aged  48  years  ;    born  February  28,    1814,   in  Massa- 
chusetts ;  resides  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 
John  D.  Jennings,  aged  44  years ;  born  March  16,  1818,  Ireland ;  resides  in 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Albion  K.  P.  Welch,  aged  37  years ;  born  February  20,  1825,  Maine  ;  resides 
in  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Also,  present,  111. -.Dep. -.Ins. -.Gen. -.James  R.  Gardner  and  James  C.  Bullin, 
who  assisted  in  the  ceremonies  of  investing  the  Sublime  Princes  with  the 
thirty-third  and  last  degree,  and  in  duly  acknowledging  and  declaring  them 
as  such. 

Boston,  May  4th,  1862.— The  following  Brethren  were  then  duly  proposed, 
elected,  and  by  the  111. -.Commander-in-Chief  invested  with  the  degrees  from 
the  fourth,  or  Secret  Master,  to  the  thirty-first,  inclusive,  and  regularly  con- 
stituted Grand  Inspectors,  Inquisitor  Commanders,  viz.  : 

111. -.John  K.  Hall,  111. -.William  P.  Butterfield, 

Richard  M.  Barker,  Nicholas  Hathaway, 

Elihu  Barker,  Daniel  W.  Lawrence, 

Robert  Lewis,  James  R.  Bugbee, 

David  Weare,  Lemuel  D.  Mudge, 

D.  Bickford,  Mark  R.  Symons. 

William  F.  Knowles, 
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May  4,  1862. 
Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Supreme  Council  met  at  6|  o'clock  p.  m.,  this 
4th  day  of  May,  1862. 

Present — Officers  and  honorary  members  as  before. 

The  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  Edmund  B.  Hates,  then  addressed  the 
Supreme  Council  and  111. -.Brethren,  stating  that  he  had  convened  the  Supreme 
Council  at  that  place,  at  the  request  of  the  111. -.Brethren  and  Sublime  Princes 
of  the  Royal  Secret  residing  in  the  sovereign  and  independent  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them  to  extend  and  propagate  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  beloved  institution  by  constituting  a  Grand  Consistory,  with  all 
and  full  constitutional  powers,  in  and  for  said  State  of  Massachusetts. 

A  Consistory  was  then  regularly  opened  under  the  auspices  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  when  the  following  Sublime  Princes  were  duly  elected  as  officers  for 
a  Grand  Consistory  : 

111. -.Gilbert  Nurse,  33°,  Commander-in-chief. 

John  K.  Hall,  32°,  Deputy  Commander-in-Chief. 
Richard  3VI.  Barker,  32°,  1st  Lieut. -.Commander-in-Chief. 
William  F.  Knowles,  32°,  1st 

Richard  S.  Spofford,  Jr.,  32d°,  Gr.-.O.-.  and  Ill.-.Min.-.of  State. 
Nicholas  Hathaway,  32p,  Grand  Chancellor. 
Elihu  C.  Barker,  32p,  Gr. -.Secretary  and  K.-.of  the  S.\and.*.A.\ 
Albion  K.  P.  Welch,  32p,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Robert  L.  Davis,  32°,  Grand  Engineer. 
W.  D.  Bickford,  32°,  Grand  Hospitaler. 
James  R.  Gardner,  33°,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
James  R.   Bugbee,  32°,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards. 
Daniel  W.  Lawrence,  32°,  Grand  Sentinel. 
The  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  then  directed  the  111. -.Grand  Secretary 
to  prepare  the  proper  authority  for  constituting  a  Grand  Consistory. 

The  warrant  being  duly  prepared  and  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  sealed  with  the  private  seal  of  the  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander 
and  of  the  Order,  and  attested  with  the  seal  of  the  111. -.Grand  Chancellor, 
Grand  Secretary  General  H.-.E.-.,  Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  Archives,  the  M.-. 
P.'.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  proceeded  to  constitute  a  Grand  Consistory  in  and 
for  the  sovereign  and  independent  State  of  Massachusetts  and  to  install  its 
officers. 

May  31st,  1862. — The  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  stated  that  he  had 
appointed  111. -.Deputy  Inspector  General  James  R.  Gardner,  of  Massachusetts, 
a  Special  Deputy  for  that  State. 

On  motion  of  111.  -.Bro.-.LEVERiDGE,  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  said 
appointment  were  approved. 

June  7th,  1862. — The  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  then  stated  that  since 
the  last  meeting  of  this  Body,  on  application,  he  had  conferred  the  degrees, 
from  the  fourth  to  the  thirty-second,  inclusive,  on  Pearson  Mundy,  Grand 
Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  this  State,  which  act  was,  on 
motion,  confirmed. 
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June  17th,  1862. — The  111. -.Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  then  presented 
Sublime  Princes  Harbison  S.  Vining  and  John  Monroe,  who  were  duly  invested, 
and  acknowledged  and  proclaimed  Deputy  Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty- 
third  degree,  and  Honorary  Members  of  this  Supreme  Council. 

An  application  from  111. -.Bro. -.Clinton  F.  Paige,  for  authority  to  confer  the 
degrees  from  fourth  to  eighteenth,  inclusive,  on  a  sufficient  number  of  Brethren 
to  enable  them  to  establish  a  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Council  of  Princes  of  Jeru- 
salem and  Chapter  of  Rose  »J»,  was  then  read  by  the  Grand  Commander,  and, 
on  motion,  the  Grand  Commander  was  requested  to  furnish  the  necessary 
authority. 

A  communication  was  then  read  from  111. -.Bro. -.James  R.  Gardner,  tendering 
his  resignation  as  Special  Deputy  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  after 
some  discussion  was,  on  motion,  disposed  of  by  directing  the  Grand  Secretary 
to  return  it  to  Bro.-. Gardner,  with  the  wishes  of  this  Supreme  Council  that  he 
would  continue  to  serve  in  that  position. 

Oct.  29th,  1862. — 111. -.Bro.. Harry  J.  Seymour,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
then  introduced  111. -.Princes  Jotham  Post,  George  F.  Woodward,  Charles  A. 
Rapallo,  Aldemour  W.  King,  Robert  G.  Remson  and  Horace  S.  Taylor. 
who  were  invested,  acknowledged  and  proclaimed  Deputy  Inspectors  General 
of  the  thirty-tbird  degree  and  Honorary  Members  of  this  Supreme  Council. 

111.  .Bro.  -.H.  J.  Seymour  made  a  verbal  statement  of  his  visit  to  Europe, 

when  111. -.Bro. -.Holmes  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
mem.  con. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Supreme  Council  are  unanimously  due  to 
111. -.Bro. -.Harry  J.  Seymour  for  his  arduous  and  judicious  services  in  France, 
Scotland  and  England,  in  behalf  of  this  Supreme  Council  and  of  Ancient 
Scottish  Rite  in  North  America. 

It  was  also  ordered  that  the  same  be  entered  in  full  on  the  minutes,  and  a 
copy  engrossed  with  the  seal  of  the  Supreme  Council  attached,  be  presented  to 
111.  -.Bro.  -.Seymour. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Marconis  De  Negre  for  kindness 
and  courtesies  to  111.  \Bbo.  -.Seymour  in  his  late  visit  to  Paris. 

Jan.  19th,  1863. — The  Committee  on  the  Condition  of  the  A. -.and  A. -.Rite, 
made  the  following  report  : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Condition  of  the  A--.andA. \  Rite  would  most  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  report  — 

That  the  party  known  as  the  Raymond  Body,  of  Boston,  have  lately  pro- 
posed, in  their  individual  capacities  and  by  official  resolution,  suggestions 
looking  to  the  merging  in  and  association  with  this  Supreme  Council,  bringing 
with  them  documents,  properties  and  everything  appertaining  to  their  organi- 
zation. 

Your  committee,  on  invitation,  met  those  gentlemen  in  social  and  friendly 
converse  on  these  important  subjects,  and  were  treated  in  the  most  cordial 
and  hospitable  manner,  and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  best 
interests  of  this  Supreme  Council  would  be  subserved  by  an  immediate  solution 
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of  the  matters  in  question,  which  shall  be  alike  just  to  the  original  authority 
of  this  Supreme  Council,  and  the  dignity  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  the 
conference  has  been  had. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  they,  or  some  other  committee, 
be  empowered  to  act  in  the  premises. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

EDMUND    B.    HAYES, 


I  Co 


DANIEL    SICKELS.         '    ^^itlce. 

Which  was,  on  motion,  received,  and  the  recommendation  adopted,  and 
111.-. Bro. -.Henry  C.  Banks  added  to  said  committee,  making  the  committee 
consist  of  M.  *.P. -.Edmund  B.  Hayes,  111. '.Daniel  Slckels  and  Henry  C. 
Banks. 

HI. -.Bro. -.Henry  C.  Banks  read  the  following  communication  from  France 
to  this  Supreme  Council,  and  directed  to  him  as  Acting  Secretary  General  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  thirty-third  degree. 

Grand  Central  Lodge  of  France, 

Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Bite, 
Very  111. \ Brother: —  Paris,  December  5,  1862. 

On  my  return  from  a  long  sojourn  in  my  native  land,  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  find  your  honorable  letter  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  September, 
with  the  patent,  which  accredits  me  your  Representative  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  at  New  York,  near  the 
Supreme  Council  of  France,  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong.  In  order 
to  be  your  Representative  near  the  Supreme  Council  of  France,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  your  Puissant  Grand  Commander,  the  very  Illustrious  Brother, 
Edmund  B.  Hayes,  address  a  letter  to  our  Grand  Master,  the  very  Illustrious 
Brother,  F.  Viennet,  who  resides  at  number  18,  Rue  Godot  Monroy,  Paris, 
stating  to  him  that  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  Count  de  St.  Laurent, 
you  have  selected  me  to  replace  him.  In  this  manner  the  thing  is  regularly 
done  and  formally  complied  with. 

At  your  suggestion,  I  will  procure  one  of  your  colleagues  to  represent  us 
with  you. 

Our  Very  Puissant  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Master  Viennet,  is  a  brave  old 
man  of  eighty-four  years,  a  good  mason,  a  good  brother ;  in  fine,  he  has  all  the 
good  qualities  of  an  estimable  man. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  distinguished  honor  you  have  conferred  on  me 
in  naming  me  your  Grand  Representative,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  will 
respond  loyally  to  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me,  for  my  desire  is,  that 
the  masonic  ties,  which  ought  to  unite  the  Brethren  scattered  in  the  two 
hemispheres,  be  drawn  closer  and  cioser. 

1  pray  you  to  take  note  of  the  error  in  my  name  which  the  patent  bears.  My 
name  is  the  Baron  Auguste  Hugo  de  Bulow,  and  not  Alfred. 

Accept,  very  Illustrious  Brother,  my  high  consideration  and  fraternal  salu- 
tation. 

Your  devoted  Brother  and  friend, 

LE  BARON  AUGUSTE  HUGO  DE  BULOW. 
Rue  Rivoli  24,  Paris. 
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Which  was,  on  motion,  received  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
in  full,  and  the  M. -.P. -.So v. -.Grand  Commander  requested  to  conduct  the 
necessary  correspondence. 


New  York,  April  15,  1863. 
The  Supreme  Grand  Council  met  this  day,  and  was  opened  in  the  usual  form 
by  the  M.  \P.\Sov.  -.Grand  Commander,  Edmund  B.  Hayes,  assisted  by 

111. -.Daniel  Sickels,  Gr."Sec.\Gen.'.H.\E.\ 

Eobert  E.  Roberts,  Grand  Treasurer  General  H.\E.\ 
Henry  C.  Banks,  Grand  Marshal  General  H.\E.\ 
John  Innes,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

The  reading  of  the  Balustre  of  the  last  session  was  dispensed  with  by  the 
M.'.Sov.  -.Grand  Commander. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  session  to  act  in  the  premises  of 
negotiating  a  union  with  the  Body  known  as  the  Supreme  Council  for  the 
Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted ;  that  they  had  conferred  with  the  Body  before 
mentioned,  and  agreed  upon  the  following. 

ARTICLES  OF  CONSOLIDATION. 

Adopted  and  consummated  by  and  between  the  Supreme  Council,  thirty- 
third  and  last  degree,  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  sit- 
ting at  Boston,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  thirty-third 
and  last  degree,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States 
of  America,  their  territories  and  dependencies,  sitting  at  New  York,  of  the 
other  part. 

Whereas,  The  said  parties,  in  their  individual  and  sovereign  capacities, 
being  mutually  desirous  of  advancing  the  interests  of  masonry  within  the 
jurisdiction,  and  wishing  to  consolidate  the  authorities  therein  under  one 
governing  head,  have  clothed  their  representatives  with  full  and  perfect 
powers  to  that  end,  who,  in  the  name  of  said  parties,  have  agreed,  consented, 
provided  and  ordained,  and  do  by  these  presents  agree,  consent,  provide  and 
ordain,  as  follows  : 

1st.  The  said  Supreme  Councils  are,  by  virtue  hereof,  consolidated  under 
the  name  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States  of  America,  their 
territories  and  dependencies,  sitting  at  New  York. 

2d.  111. '.Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General,  heretofore  created  by  either 
of  the  parties  hereto,  shall  be  recognized  upon  taking  the  oath  of  fealty  to 
the  Supreme  Council  for  the  United  States  of  America,  &c. 

3d.  All  Subordinate  Bodies  hailing  under  either  of  the  parties  hereto,  are 
to  be  duly  acknowledged  and  recognized  upon  taking  the  oath  of  fealty  to 
the  said  Supreme  Council  for  the  United  States  of  America,  etc.,  and  new 
warrants  may  be  granted,  or  the  existing  ones  properly  endorsed,  as  the  said 
Bodies  respectively  may  elect. 

4th.  All  properties,  of  whatever  name,  kind  and  description,  belonging  to 
the  parties  hereto,  or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  the 
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said   Supreme   Council  for  the  United  States  of  America,  etc.,  and  will  be 
delivered  accordingly  to  the  Grand  Secretary  General  thereof. 

5th.  Until  otherwise  ordered,  the  Constitutions  and  General  Regulations  of 
the  second  party  hereto,  are  hereby  adopted  and  declared  in  full  force  for  the 
government  of  the  consolidated  body  herein  provided  for. 

6th.  The  number  of  Active  Members  of  said  Council  is  hereby  increased  to 
seventeen  (creating  eight  new  offices),  and  the  officers  of  the  said  Consolidated, 
Council,  ad  vitam,  shall  be  as  follows  : 

111. '.Edmund  B.  Hayes,  M. -P. -. Sov. -.Grand  Commander. 

Edward  A.  Raymond,  Sov. -.Assistant  Grand  Commander. 
Simon  W.  Robinson,  1st  Lieutenant  Grand  Commander. 
Hopkins  Thompson,  2d  "  "  " 

,  Grand  Orator. 

George  M.  Randall,  Grand  Minister  of  State. 
Lucius  R.  Paige,  Grand  Chancellor. 
Daniel  Sickels,  Grand  Secretary  General  H.-.E.-. 
Robert  E.  Roberts,  Grand  Treasurer  General  H.  \E.  *. 
Henry  C.  Banks,  Grand  Marshal  General  H.  \E.\ 
Aaron  P.  Hughes,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
Harry  J.  Seymour,  1st  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Charles  T.  McClenachan,  2d  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Peter  Lawson,  Grand  Introductor. 
John  Innes,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
William  Field,  1st  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 
William  H.  Jarvis,  2d  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 
7th.     The  Emeritus  position  of  Sov. -.Assistant  Grand  Commander  is  con- 
ferred on  111. -.Edward  A.  Raymond,  in  recognition  of  his  long  and  distin- 
guished services  in  the  Rite. 

In  testimony  of  all  which,  Edward  A.  Raymond,  George  M.  Randall  and 
Lucius  R.  Paige,  on  behalf  of  said  first  party,  and  Edmund  B.  Hayes,  Daniel 
Sickels  and  Henry  C.  Banks,  on  behalf  of  said  second  party,  have  hereunto 
set  their  hands  and  seals  interchangeably,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  herein- 
before expressed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Boston,  this  seventh  day  of  February,  a.  d.  1863. 

EDWARD  A.  RAYMOND,   [l.  s.] 
GEO.  M.  RANDALL.  [l.  s.] 

LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE.  [l.  s.] 

EDMUND  B.  HAYES.  [l.  s.] 

DANIEL  SICKELS.  [l.  s.] 

HENRY  C.  BANKS.  [l.  s.] 

The  following  Illustrious  Brethren  were  then  introduced :  Simon  W.  Robln- 
son,  George  M.  Randall,  Aarcn  P.  Hughes,  Peter  Lawson  and  William 
Field. 

The  M.-. P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  Edmund  B.  Hayes,  then  installed  the 
officers  of  the  Supreme  Council  as  follows  : 

111. -.Edward  A.  Raymond,  Assistant  Sovereign  Grand  Commander. 
Simon  W.  Robinson,  1st  Lieutenant  Grand  Commander. 
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Hopkins  Thompson,  2d  Lieut  Grand  Commander. 

,  Grand  Orator. 

George  M.  Randall,  Grand  Minister  of  State. 

Lucius  R.  Paige,  Grand  Chancellor. 

Daniel  Sickels,  Grand  Secretary  General  H. --E. -. 

Robert  E.  Roberts,  Grand  Treasurer  General  H.  \E.\ 

Henry  C.  Banks,  Grand  Marshal  General. 

Aaron  P.  Hughes,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

H.  J.  Seymour,  1st  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Charles  T.  McClenachan,  2d  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Peter  Lawson,  Grand  Expert  Introductor. 

John  Innes,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

William  Field,  1st  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

William  H.  Jarvis,  2d  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

HI. -. Br o. -.Henry  C.  Banks,  as  Grand  Orator,  then  made  a  brief  but  eloquent 
address  on  the  history  and  usefulness  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  then  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
alterations  and  amendments  to  Constitutions,  consisting  of  111.  -.Bro.-.E.  B. 
Hayes,  A.  P.  Hughes,  Peter  Lawson,  Henry  C.  Banks  and  Daniel  Sickels. 

On  motion,  the  Supreme  Council  adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  sixteenth 
instant,  at  two  o'clock,  p.  m. 

DANIEL  SICKELS, 


In  order  that  the  reader  may  more  clearly  understand  the 
history,  we  will  return  to  the  Gourgas-Eaymond  Council, 
bringing  it  up  to  1863. 

After  the  Council  was  fully  organized,  it  consisted  of  the 
following  officers,  etc.  : 

M.-. P. -.Edward  A.  Raymond,  Boston,  (P.  G.  M.)  Sov.-.Grand  Commander  ad 
vitam. 

P.-. Simon  W.  Robinson,  Lexington,  (P.  G.  M.)  Lieut.*. Grand  Commander. 

111. -.Peter  Lawson,  Lowell,  (P.  D.  D.  G.  M.)  Grand  Treasurer  Gen.-. H.-.E.-. 

111. -.Lucius  R.  Paige,  Cambridgeport,  (P.  D.  G.  M.)  Grand  Secretary  Gen.-. 
H.-.E.-. 

111. -.George  M.  Randall,  D.  D.,  Boston,  (P.  G.  M.)  Grand  Minister  of  State. 

111.-.  Charles  T.  McClenachan,  New  York,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

IH.-.William  Field,  Providence,  R.  I.,  (P.  G.  M.)  Grand  Captain  L.\G.\ 

111. -.William  B.  Hubbard,  Columbus,  Ohio,  (P.  G.  M.)  Sovereign  Grand  Inspec- 
tor General,  33°. 

111. -.J.  J.  J.  Gourgas,  New  York,  (P.  S.  G.C.)  Emeritus,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspec- 
tor General,  33°. 


111. -.Aaron  P.  Hughes,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  (G.  M.)  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  Gen- 
eral, 33°,  Deputy  for  New  Hampshire. 
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Deputies  have  also  been  designated,  and  will  be  forthwith  commissioned  and 
qualified,  to  wit : 

111. -.Charles  S.  Westcott,  New  York,  for  New  York. 
111. -.John  A.  Foster,  New  York,  for  New  Jersey. 


111.  \E.  T.  Carson,  Cincinnati,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  33Q,  resides 
within  this  jurisdiction,  and  is  understood  to  remain  loyal  to  this  Supreme 
Grand  Council. 


July  12th,  1861. — Pursuant  to  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Council  at  its  last  Annual  Session,  111. -.Aaron  P.  Hughes,  S.-.P.-.R.-.S.-.,  of 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  (Grand  Master  of  New  Hampshire,)  was  advanced  to  the  emi- 
nent degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  thirty-third  and  last  degree 
of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 

111. -.Charles  T.  McClenachan  was  admitted,  by  unanimous  vote,  as  an  Active 
Member  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

111. -.Simon  W.  Robinson  resigned  the  office  of  Grand  Treasurer  Gen.-.H.-. 
E.-.,  and  his  resignation  was  accepted. 

111. -.Peter  Lawson  resigned  the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and  his 
resignation  was  accepted. 

The  M.-.P. -.Sov. -. Grand  Commander  appointed  and  installed  111. -.Peter 
Lawson  as  Grand  Treasurer  Gen.  \H.  \E.  \ 

The  M. -.P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  appointed  and  installed  111. -.Charles  T. 
McClenachan  as  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

The  M.-.P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  announced  the  appointment  of  111.-. 
Aaron  P.  Hughes  to  the  office  of  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  eminent  degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  thirty-third  and 
last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  was  granted  by  unanimous  vote 
to  111. -.Charles  S.  Westcott,  S.-.P.-.R.-.S.-.,  of  New  York;  and  the  Sovereign 
Grand  Commander  was  requested  to  confer  the  same  at  his  convenience,  and  to 
appoint  the  said  111.  -.Br o. -. Westcott  to  the  office  of  Deputy  for  the  State  of 
New  York. 

The  eminent  degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  thirty-third  and 
last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  was  granted  by  unanimous  vote 
to  111. -.John  A.  Foster,  S.-.P.-.R.-.S.-.,  of  New  York  ;  and  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Commander  was  requested  to  confer  the  same  at  his  convenience,  and  to 
appoint  the  said  HI. -.Bro. -.Foster  to  the  office  of  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

August  30th,  1861. — Pursuant  to  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Council,  passed  at  its  special  communication  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July  last, 
111.-. John  A.  Foster,  S.-.P.-.R.-.S.-.,  of  New  York,  was  advanced  to  the  emi- 
nent degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  thirty-third  and  last  degree 
of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 

The  M.-.P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  announced  the  appointment  of  111.'. 
John  A.  Foster  to  the  office  of  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
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Nov.  19th,  1861. — Agreeably  to  a  vote  passed  unanimously  at  its  session  on 
the  twelfth  day  of  July  last,  111. -.Charles  S.  Westcott,  S.\P.\K.\S.  \,  of  New- 
York,  was  advanced  to  the  eminent  degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  Gen- 
eral, thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Pate. 

The  M. \P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  announced  the  appointment  of  111.-. 
Charles  S.   Westcott,  of  New  York,  to  the  office  of  Deputy  for  New  York. 

Nov.  21st,  1861. — Ordered,  That,  a  circular  be  published  and  promulgated, 
giving  the  evidence  of  the  expulsion  of  Joseph  Cerneau,  by  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  for  having  attempted  to  establish  spurious  Bodies  in  the  A. -.and  A.-. 
Rite  in  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  that  the  said  circular  contain  the 
proofs  of  the  organization  and  regular  continuance  of  this  Supreme  Grand 
Council  up  to  the  present  time;  and  that  111. -.Bros. -.Charles  S.  Westcott, 
Charles  T.  McClenachan,  Peter  Lawson,  James  M.  Austin  and  Aaron  P 
Hughes  be  a  committee  to  prepare  said  circular,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
M. -.P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  and  that,  upon  his  approval,  the  same  be 
promulgated. 

Nov.  21st,  1861. — Charges  were  presented  by  111. -.John  A.  Foster  against 
111. -.K.  H.  Van  Bensselaer  and  111. -.Charles  W.  Moore  ;  and  the  M.  -.P.  -.Sov.  \ 
Grand  Commander  was  requested  to  assign  the  time  and  place  for  action 
thereon,  and  to  cause  the  parties  to  be  duly  notified. 

111. -.Peter  Lawson  proposed  111. -.John  L.  Lewis,  Jr.,  S. -.P. -.B.-.S.-.,  of  Penn 
Yan,  N.  Y. ,  as  a  candidate  to  receive  the  thirty- third  and  last  degree  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Bite. 

NOTICE. 

Jan.  22d,  1862.— The  Supreme  Grand  Council  S.-.G.-.I.-.G.-.,  33°,  for  the 
N.-.J. -.  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  will  hold  a  special  meeting  at  No.  8  West  Chester  Park, 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  January  instant,  at  ten 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  to  take  such  action  as  shall  be  judged  proper  in  regard  to  certain 
publications  which  have  recently  been  circulated,  and  to  transact  any  other 
business  which  may  be  legally  presented.  Also  the  said  Supreme  Grand  Coun- 
cil will  hold  a  special  meeting  at  the  Winthrop  House,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
on  Wednesday,  the  22d  day  of  January  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  investi- 
gate and  act  upon  certain  charges  presented  against  Ill.-.K.  H.  Van  Bensselaer 
and  111. -.Charles  W.  Moore,  and  to  transact  any  other  business  which  may  be 
legally  presented.     By  order  of  the  M.  -.P.  -.Sov.  -.Grand  Commander. 

LUCIUS  B.  PAIGE,  Gr..Sec.\Gen.-.H..R\ 

Cambridgeport,  January  1,  1862. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  Jan.  22,  1862. 
The  Supreme  Grand  Council  was  called  to  order  by  the  M.  \ P. -.Sov. -.Grand 
Commander.     Present,  as  in  the  morning. 

The  special  subject  assigned  for  consideration  at  this  meeting  was  taken  up ; 
and  the  following  charges  against  Ill.-.K.  H.  Van  Bensselaer,  together  with 
the  summons  and  certificate,  were  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary  General  : 
To  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty<4hird 
degree,  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  North  America. 
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The  undersigned  prays  that  your  Illustrious  Body  will  investigate  the  follow- 
ing charges  against  Killian  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  33°,  and  that  such  action  may 
be  taken  in  regard  to  the  same  as  may  seem  proper  : 

charges  : 

First. — That  said  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  has  attempted  to  destroy  this 
Supreme  Council,  and  to  establish  a  spurious  and  clandestine  Supreme  Council, 
arrogating  to  itself  the  name  and  powers  of  this  Supreme  Council. 

Second. — That  he  has  assumed  the  name  and  attempted  to  exercise  the 
powers  and  functions  of  Lieutenant  Grand  Commander  of  the  H.\E.\ 

Ihird. — That  he  has  presided  over  the  said  spurious  Supreme  Council,  pre- 
tending to  assume  the  powers  of  this  Supreme  Council. 

Fourth. — That,  while  presiding  over  said  spurious  Council,  he  has  assisted 
in  creating  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General,  33°,  in  an  unlawful  and 
unconstitutional  manner. 

Fifth. — That,  while  presiding  in  said  spurious  Council,  he  has,  in  a  most 
unconstitutional,  insolent  and  outrageous  manner,  presumed  to  try  and  depose 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  this  Supreme  Council  and  the  Grand 
Treasurer  General  of  the  H.  \E.\,  and  proceeded  to  fill  their  places. 

Sixth. — That  he  has  granted  dispensations  to  Ineffable  Bodies,  empowering 
them  to  work,  in  a  clandestine  manner,  thereby  assuming  the  powers  of  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Commander. 

Seventh.— That  he  has  caused  to  be  published  and  has  circulated  the  Proceed- 
ings of  such  spurious  Council,  declaring  it  to  be  the  Supreme  Grand  Council 
of  this  jurisdiction. 

Eighth. — That  after  his  removal  from  the  position  of  Deputy  of  Ohio,  he  has 
continued  to  exercise  all  his  former  powers. 

Ninth.  —That  he  has  received  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars from  Ill.-.Bro.-.LAWSON,  employing  him,  as  his  agent,  to  purchase  certain 
books,  papers  and  pamphlets  from  111. -.Bro.  •.  J.  J.  J.  Gourgas,  Most  Puissant 
Past  Grand  Commander  ;  that  he  purchased  said  papers  and  documents  from 
111. -.Bro.-. Gourgas;  but  that  he  has  refused  to  deliver  up  to  Bro. \Lawson 
said  papers  and  documents,  and  has  fraudulently  appropriated  them  to  his  own 
use  and  possession. 

Tenth. — That  he  has  collected  moneys  from  Ineffable  Masons  and  Ineffable 
Masonic  Bodies  as  Deputy,  which  moneys  he  has  appropriated  to  his  own  use, 
and  has  never  made  return  of  the  same  to  this  Supreme  Council. 

Eleventh. — That  he  has  used  his  official  position  as  a  means  of  raising  and 
obtaining  money  for  his  own  use,  to  the.  great  scandal  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Rite  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Twelfth. — That  his  character  has  always  been  bad,  and  disreputable;  and 
that  it  was  by  the  concealment  of  such  character  that  he  was  enabled  to 

obtain  the  Ineffable  degrees. 

JOHN  A.  FOSTER, 
New  York,  July  11,  1861.  Kt..R.j.%tK-D-H.:,S.:P.:R\S.'. 
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To  Ill.-.K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  : 

The  foregoing  charges  having  been  duly  presented  against  you,  and  the 
Supreme  Grand  Council  having  entertained  the  same,  and  having  requested 
the  M.  \P. '.  So  v.  •.  Grand  Commander  to  assign  the  time  and  place  for  action 
thereon,  the  M.-.P.  \Sov.  \ Grand  Commander  has  assigned  Wednesday,  the 
twenty-second  day  of  January,  a.  d.,  1862,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  as  the  time,  and 
the  Winthrop  House,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass.,  as  the  place,  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  said  charges  and  adjudication  thereon  by  the  Supreme  Grand 
Council  ;  at  which  time  and  place  you  are  hereby  summoned  to  appear,  to 
make  answer  to  said  charges,  and  to  show  cause,  if  any  you  have,  why  judg- 
ment should  not  be  pronounced  against  you. 

DEUS    MEUMQUE   JUS. 

By  order  of  the  M.  \P.\Sov. '.Grand  Commander, 

LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE,  33°, 

Gr.\Sec.-.Gen.'.H.:E.\ 

Cambridgeport,  January  1,  1862. 

I  certify  that  on  this  first  day  of  January,  a.  d.  1862,  I  deposited  in  the  Post 
Office  at  Cambridgeport,  Mass,  a  package,  containing  an  attested  copy  of  the 
within  written  charges,  and  an  original  summons,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy,  addressed  to  "  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  Cambridge,  Ohio." 
Attest  :  LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE,  33o, 

Gr.-.Sec.-.Gen.-.H.-.Er. 

111. \K. \H. -.Van  Rensselaer  was  thrice  called  to  appear  and  make  answer 
to  the  foregoing  charges,  but  made  default.  Evidence  was  then  heard  in 
support  of  said  charges ;  and  after  a  full  consideration,  the  question  was 
taken  in  the  ancient  form,  and  the  said  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  was  unanimously 
adjudged  guilty  of  the  offences  set  forth  in  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh  and  ninth  charges.  No  witnesses  were  present  to  substantiate 
the  eighth,  tenth,  eleventh  and  twelfth  charges,  and  said  charges  were  not 
sustained. 

On  motion  of  the  P.  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander,  the  following  preamble  and 
decree  were  unanimously  adopted,  the  same  form  in  voting  being  observed  : 

Whereas,  Ill.-.K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Cambridge,  Ohio,  has  been  ad- 
judged guilty  of  the  several  offences  set  forth  in  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  ninth  charges  presented  by  111.'.  John  A.  Foster,  it  is 
therefore  unanimously 

Resolved,  and  Decreed,  That  said  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  A. -.and  A. -.Rite. 

The  following  charges  against  111. -.Charles  W.  Moore,  together  with  the 
summons  and  certificate,  were  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary  General  : 

To  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General,  33°,  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Rite,  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
I  do  hereby  prefer  charges  against  Bio. -.Charles  W.  Moore,  a  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspector  General,  33p,  and  pray  that  the  same  may  be  investigated, 
and  he  be  dealt  with  as  required  by  our  Ancient  Constitution  and  Regula- 
tions. 
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CHARGES. 

First. — Said  Charles  W.  Moore  did  conspire  with  Killian  H.  Van  Rens- 
selaer (a  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General)  and  with  others  to  organize  and 
establish  a  spurious  and  clandestine  Body,  which  called  itself  the  Supreme 
Grand  Council  for  the  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Second. — That  said  Charles  W.  Moore  did  conspire  with  said  Van  Rensse- 
laer and  others  to  elect  officers  of  their  said  spurious  Body,  and  claimed  that 
such  officers  were  the  officers  of  the  constitutional  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

Third. — That  said  Charles  W.  Moore  did  conspire  with  said  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  others  to  publish  two  documents  purporting  to  be  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  when  they  were  in  fact  the  Proceedings  of  said  clandestine 
and  spurious  Body. 

Fourth. — That  said  Charles  W.  Moore  did  conspire  with  said  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  others  to  use,  and  did  use,  the  seal  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council 
(surreptitious^  in  their  possession)  upon  documents  emanating  from  said 
spurious  and  clandestine  Body. 

Fifth. — That  said  Charles  W.  Moore,  with  said  Killian  H.  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  others,  did,  in  a  clandestine  and  unlawful  manner,  confer  the 
degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General  on  various  persons,  namely, 
A.  B.  Thompson,  W.  S.  Gardner,  Winslow  Leavis,  N.  H.  Gould,  A.  E. 
Stocker.  H.  A.  Johnson,  George  W.  Deering  and  Williaai  Parkman,  as  in  the 
printed  Proceedings  of  said  spurious  Body  is  more  fully  set  forth. 

Sixth. — That  said  Charles  W.  Moore,  conspiring  with  said  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  others,  did  unlawfully  and  illegally  detain  and  appropriate  to  the 
use  of  said  spurious  Body  certain  documents  and  archives  which  are  in  fact 
the  property  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

Seventh. — That  in  all  the  aforesaid  acts  the  said  Charles  W.  Moore  has 
violated  his  obligations  as  a  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General. 

JOHN  A.  FOSTER,  Sov.-.Gr.-.Ins.-.Gen.-.%2>°, 

New  York,  Nov.  20,  1861.  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

To  111.  •.  Charles  W.  Moore  : 

The  foregoing  charges  having  been  duly  presented  against  you,  and  the 
Supreme  Grand  Council  having  entertained  the  same,  and  having  requested 
the  M.\P.  \Sov.  \ Grand  Commander  to  assign  the  time  and  place  for  action 
thereon,  the  M.-.P.  \Sov.  \ Grand  Commander  has  assigned  Wednesday,  the 
twenty-second  day  of  January,  a.  d.  1862,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  as  the  time,  and 
the  Winthrop  House,  in  Boston,  as  the  place,  for  the  investigation  of  said 
charges  and  adjudication  thereon  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Council ;  at  which 
time  and  place  you  are  hereby  summoned  to  appear,  to  make  answer  to  said 
charges,  and  to  show  cause,  if  any  you  have,  why  judgment  should  not  be 
pronounced  against  you. 

DEUS   MEUMQUE   JUS. 

By  order  of  the  M.\P.  -.Sov.  .Grand  Commander. 

LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE,  33«\ 

Gr.-.Sec.-.Gen.'.H.'.E.-. 
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Cambridgeport,  January  16,  1862. 

I  certify  that  on  this  sixteenth  day  of  January,  a.  d.  1862,  I  placed  in  the 
hands  of   the  I11.\Charles   W.   Moore,   an  attested    copy    of    the    foregoing 
charges,  and  an  original  summons,  of  which  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 
Attest :  LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE,  33% 

Gr.-.See.-.Gen.-.H.-.E.-. 

111/.  Charles  W.  Moore  was  thrice  called  to  appear  and  make  answer  to  the 
foregoing  charges,  but  made  default.  Evidence  was  then  heard  in  support  of 
said  charges;  and,  after  a  full  consideration,  the  question  was  taken  in  the 
ancient  form,  and  the  said  Charles  W.  Moore  was  unanimously  adjudged 
guilty  of  all  the  offences  set  forth  in  said  charges. 

On  motion  of  the  P.-. Lieut.-. Grand  Commander,  the  following  preamble 
and  decree  were  unanimously  adopted ;  the  same  form  of  voting  being 
observed  : 

Whereas,  111. -.Charles  W.  Moore,  of  Boston,  has  been  adjudged  guilty  of 
the  several  offences  set  forth  in  the  charges  presented  by  IH.-.John  A.  Foster, 
it  is  therefore  unanimously 

Resolved,  and  Decreed,  That  said  Charles  W.  Moore  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Eite. 

Resolved,  and  Decreed,  That  a  circular,  under  the  seal  of  this  Supreme 
Grand  Council,  and  attested  by  the  signatures  of  its  officers,  be  forwarded  to 
all  sister  Supreme  Grand  Councils  over  the  surface  of  the  two  Hemispheres, 
and  to  the  Subordinate  Bodies  under  this  jurisdiction,  in  form  and  manner 
following,  to  wit : 

Deus  Meumque  Jus. 

From  the  Grand  East  or  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  or  Sov. -.Grand  In- 
spectors General  of  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient 
and   Accepted  Rite   for  the    Northern   Jurisdiction   of   the  U.  S.  A., 

UNDER      THE      C.-.C.-.OF      THE     Z.  \,NEAR      THE      B.\B.\ ,  WHICH      ANSWERS     TO 

42°  21'  22"  N.L. 
To  all  sister  Supreme  Grand  Councils  throughout  the  Universe ;  to  all  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty. third  degree;  to  all  111. -.Most  Valiant 
and  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  Knights  of  K-H,  Knights  of  Rose 
Croix,  Princes  of  Jerasalem,  111.. Princes  and  Knights,  Grand  Ineffable  and 
Sublime  Free  and  Accepted  llasons,  of  all  degrees,  Ancient  and  Modern, 
over  the  surface  of  the  two  Hemispheres ;  to  all  to  whom  these  Letters  shall 
come : —  Greeting. 

Whereas,  for  more  than  a  year,  a  spirit  of  insubordination  has  existed  in 
this  jurisdiction,  resulting  in  open  rebellion  against  the  authority  of  this 
Supreme  Grand  Council,  and  in  the  organization  of  a  spurious  and  clandestine 
Body,  which  has  assumed  the  name  and  attempted  to  exercise  the  functions 
of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council ;  and  whereas  one  of  the  members  and  sundry 
Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General,  not  members  of  this  Supreme  Grand 
Council,  were  the  most  prominent  actors  in  said  disorderly  and  rebellious  pro- 
ceedings, and  whereas  the  patience  and  forbearance  hitherto  exercised  towards 
the  offenders  has  not  iaduced  them  to  abandon  their  evil  designs  and  prac- 
tices, and  severe  discipline  has  become  imperatively  necessary  : 
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Now,  therefore,  know  ye,  that  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  deferring  final 
action  at  this  time  in  regard  to  others,  has  selected  two  of  the  principal 
offenders,  namely,  Charles  W.  Moore,  of  Boston,  formerly  Grand  Secretary 
General  H.-.E.  \,  and  Killian  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Cambridge,  Ohio, 
formerly  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General  for  Ohio,  and,  after  due  trial,  has 
unanimously  expelled  the  said  Charles  W.  Moore  and  Killian  H.  Van 
Rensselaer  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Rite,  for  such  gross  unmasonic  conduct. 

And  all  sister  Supreme  Grand  Councils  are  requested,  and  all  Masons  and 
Masonic  Bodies  owing  allegiance  to  this  Supreme  Grand  Council  are  strictly 
enjoined,  to  hold  no  intercourse  or  communication  in  the  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Rite  with  either  of  said  expelled  persons,  or  with  the  said  spurious  and 
clandestine  Body  which  they  have  assisted  to  establish. 

Given  at  the  Grand  East  of  Boston,  this  twenty-second  day  of  January,  a.  d. 
1862;  and  certified  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council. 


April  2d,  1862. — Letters  from  111. -.Bro.  -.Charles  S.  Westcott  and  Robert 
Macoy  and  other  important  documents  were  read. 

After  full  consideration  and  a  deliberate  examination  of  the  reasons  for  and 
a,gainst  the  same,  the  following  preamble  and  decree  were  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  It  has  been  unofficially  made  known  to  us  that  the  Body,  over 
which  our  111. -.Bro.  -.E.  B.  Hayes  now  presides,  is  disposed  to  unite  with  this 
Body  in  one  enlarged  Supreme  Grand  Council,  and  whereas  this  Body  is  dis- 
posed to  adopt  any  legal  measures  for  the  promotion  of  peace  and  harmony 
in  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  : 

Decreed,  That  M.-. P. -.Edward  A.  Raymond,  Esq.,  111. -.Lucius  R.  Paige, 
D.  D.,  and  111. -.George  M.  Randall,  D.  D.,  be  a  committee  with  power  to 
confer  with  a  similar  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Body  over  which  our 
said  111.*. Bro. -.Hayes  presides,  and  to  arrange,  if  practicable,  such  a  union  of 
the  two  Bodies  upon  a  just  and  honorable  basis  ;  and  to  report  such  a  basis, 
if  arranged,  for  the  final  action  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council. 


May  20th. — An  address,  prepared  by  the  M.\ P. -.So v. -.Grand  Commander, 
and  communicated  in  writing,  was  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary  General. 


May  20th,  1862.. — Illustrious  Brethren  :  Since  our  last  annual  session,  the 
Supreme  Grand  Council  has  held  several  meetings.  Some  of  the  more  im- 
portant business  transacted  at  those  meetings  may  be  briefly  stated.  On  the 
twelfth  day  of  July,  1861,  agreeably  to  a  vote,  unanimously  passed  at  the  last 
annual  session,  111. -.Aaron  P.  Hughes,  of  Nashua,  Grand  Master  of  New 
Hampshire,  was  admitted  to  the  honor  of  the  thirty-third  degree,  and  pro- 
claimed a  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General ;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Council,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  for  New  Hampshire.  The  same  degree 
was  granted  by  unanimous  vote  to  III.-.Chas  S.  Westcott  and  111.-. John  A. 
Foster,  both  of  New  York  ;  and    the  Grand  Commander  was   requested  to 
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confer  the  same  upon  them  at  his  earliest  convenience.  They  have  both 
received  the  thirty-third  degree,  and  been  announced  and  proclaimed  Sov- 
ereign Grand  Inspectors  General.  IH.-.Bio.-.Westcott  has  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New  York  ;  and  111. -.Bro.-. Foster  has 
received  the  same  appointment  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

111. -.Simon  W.  Robinson  having  resigned  the  office  of  Treasurer  General 
H.-.E.-.,  and  111.  -.Peter  La wson  having  resigned  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  their  resignations  were  accepted,  and  111. -.Peter  Lawson 
was  appointed  and  installed  as  Grand  Treasurer  General  H.-.E.-.,  and  111.-. 
Charles  T.  McClenachan  was  appointed  and  installed  as  Grand  Master  of 
Ceremonies,  and  declared  to  be  an  Active  Member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

November  19,  1861,  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  met  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  meeting  was  fully  attended.  At  the  same  time  and  place, 
there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Consistory,  at  which  several 
measures  were  adopted  for  the  general  interest  of  the  Rite,  all  of  which  were 
confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Council. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council  convened  at  the  Grand  East,  Boston, 
January  8,  1862,  the  nomination  having  been  made  at  a  previous  meeting,  the 
eminent  degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  33°,  was  granted  by 
unanimous  vote  to  Hon.  John  L.  Lewis,  Jr.,  of  Penn  Yan,  Past  Grand  Master 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  Grand  Commander  was  requested  to  con- 
fer the  same  at  his  convenience. 

Since  our  last  annual  Convocation,  several  dispensations  have  been  granted 
to  loyal  and  competent  Brethren,  to  form  and  organize  Subordinate  Bodies 
under  this  jurisdiction,  viz  : 

June  4,  1861,  Boston  Consistory,  at  Boston,  Mass. 

June  6.  1861,  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
at  Hoboken,  N.  J. 

February  20,  1862,  Troy  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

March  3,  1862,  Brooklyn  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

March  3,  1862,  Jefferson  Lodge  of  Perfection,  at  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

March  7,  1862,  Central  City  Lodge" of  Perfection,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

April  5,  1861,  Williamsburg  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Williamsburg,  N.  Y. 

I  recommend  that  charters  be  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Bodies,  or  that  the 
dispensations  be  continued  in  force  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  as  shall  be  judged  most  beneficial  to  the  several  Bodies, 
and  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  Order. 

Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  rebellious  and  disloyal,  we  have  good 
cause  to  be  thankful  for  the  prosperity  which  has  attended  our  labors,  and  to 
persevere  in  well  doing.  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  co-operate  with  you  in  all 
judicious  measures  to  promote  the  highest  interest  of  our  beloved  Institution. 


To  all  our  III. -.Most  Valiant  and  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  Grand  Inquisitor 
Commanders,  III. -.Knights  of  K-H,   Sovereign  Princes  and  Knights  R.  •.€.'. % 
Grand.  Ineffable  and  Sublime  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  all  degrees,  Ancient 
and  Modern,  over  the  Surface  of  the  two  Hemispheres  : 
Health,  Stability,  Power. 
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Know  ye,  that  at  a  session  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  M. -.P. -.Sovereign 
Grand  Inspectors  General,  thirty-third  and  last  degree,  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  legally  constituted  for  the  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Republic  of  Peru  and  its  dependencies,  holden  on  the  second  day  of  the 
month  Nisan,  a.  m.  5622,  corresponding  with  the  second  day  of  April,  a.  d. 
1862,  an  authentic  decree  was  read,  which  was  passed  on  the  twenty-second 
day  of  January,  a.  d.  1862,  and  transmitted  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  Sov- 
ereign Grand  Inspectors  General,  33°,  for  the  N.-.J.-.of  the  U.  S.  A.,  of  which 
our  111.-.  Bro.  •.  Ed  ward  A.  Raymond  is  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  ad  vitam, 
and  Lucius  R.  Paige  Grand  Secretary  General,  expelling  from  that  Body  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  Charles  W.  Moore  and  Killian  H. 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  denouncing  the  Body  which  they  have  formed  as 
illegal,  and  whatever  may  emanate  from  them  as  spurious  and  clandestine,  and 

considering  : 

1.  That  the  said  degree  emanates  from  a  legal  Masonic  Body,  and  that  its 
design  is  to  correct  abuses  within  its  jurisdiction  : 

2.  That  Masons  cannot  masonically  hold  communication  with  Bodies  not 
established  by  legal  authority  : 

3.  That  all  Supreme  Masonic  Councils  ought  to  sustain  each  other  in  cor- 
recting irregularity  wherever  it  exists  : 

Decreed.  That  we  declare  to  be  irregular  the  aforesaid  Charles  "W.  Moore 
and  Killian  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  the  Body  which  they  have  formed, 
as  also  whatever  may  emanate  from  them ;  and  that  it  is  unlawful  to  hold 
communication  with  such  Bodies,  or  with  the  members  who  compose  them  ; 
and  we  command  all  the  officers  in  our  jurisdiction  neither  to  admit  to  their 
altars  nor  to  hold  masonic  communication  with  the  said  Moore  and  Van 
Rensselaer,  and,  on  the  contrary,  to  close  their  doors  against  them,  as  also 
against  all  the  members  of  the  Body  which  they  have  formed,  and  all  who 
obey  them. 

Attested  and  sealed  by  us, 

ANTONIO  DE  SOUZA  FERREIRA, 
M.'.P.'.Sov.-. Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council,  33°, 
for  the  Republic  of  Peru. 
[l.  s.]  RAFAEL  SACO, 

Grand  Secretary  General  H.'.E.'. 

4.  A  circular,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  and 
attested  by  the  M.  -.P.  -.Antonio  de  Souza  Ferreira,  Sovereign  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  111. -.Rafael  Saco,  Grand  Secretary  General  H.'.E.-.,  announcing 
the  existence  of  a  spurious  and  clandestine  Body  within  its  jurisdiction  styling 
itself  a  Grand  Council,  and  warning  all  other  Supreme  Grand  Councils  to  hold 
no  masonic  communication  with  the  said  spurious  Body. 

After  careful  examination  of  the  aforesaid  circular,  and  after  full  delibera- 
tion, it  was  unanimously  decreed  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  At  this  session  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  Northern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
Hebrew  month  Jyar,  a.  m.  5622,  corresponding  with  the  twentieth   day  of 
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May,  a.  d.  1862,  a  duly  authenticated  circular,  emanating  from  the  Supreme 
Grand  Council  of  Peru  and  its  dependencies,  has  been  presented  and  examined, 
by  which  it  appears  that  two  expelled  masons,  without  lawful  authority  have 
assumed  to  confer  the  thirty-third  degree  on  other  unworthy  persons,  and 
together  with  them  have  formed,  or  are  attempting  to  form,  a  spurious 
Council  within  the  proper  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Peru  : 
and 

CONSIDERING  : 

1.  That,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  1786,  not  more  than  one  Supreme 
Grand  Council  can  legally  exist  in  the  same  Masonic  District : 

2.  That  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Peru  and  its  dependencies,  whereof 
M. -.P. -.Antonio  db  Souza  Ferreira  is  now  the  Sovereign  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  111. -.Rafael  Saco  is  the  Grand  Secretary  General,  has  been  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  now  acknowledged  by  other  Supreme  Grand 
Councils  as  legitimate  and  constitutional,  and  as  the  only  Supreme  Grand 
Council  having  lawful  authority  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  the  Republic  of 
Peru  : 

3.  That  all  legal  Supreme  Grand  Councils  ought  to  respect  the  rights  of 
each  other,  to  render  all  proper  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  those  rights,  and  to 
discountenance  rebellion  and  usurpation  : 

Decreed,  That  this  Supreme  Grand  Council  recognizes  the  Body,  founded 
a.  d.  1830,  of  which  the  M. -.P. '.Antonio  de  Souza  Ferreira  is  Sovereign 
Grand  Commander,  and  111. -.Rafael  Saco  is  Grand  Secretary  General,  as 
the  only  legal  and  constitutional  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  Republic  of 
Peru  and  its  dependencies ;  and  denounces,  as  spurious  and  clandestine,  the 
Body  formed  or  attempted  to  be  formed  by  Antonio  Sanchez.  Jose  Julio 
Ugarte,  Manuel  Calisto,  Jose  Manuel  Bravo,  and  their  associates,  under 
the  name  of  a  Supreme  Grand  Council.  And  all  subordinate  Bodies  under 
this  jurisdiction,  and  all  masons  owing  allegiance  to  this  Supreme  Grand 
Council  are  strictly  forbidden  to  hold  any  masonic  intercourse  or  communica- 
tion with  the  said  Antonio  Sanchez,  Jose  Julio  Ugarte,  Manuel  Calisto, 
Jose  Manuel  Bravo,  or  any  of  their  associates  as  aforesaid,  under  the  consti- 
tutional penalties  in  such  case  provided. 

Ordered,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  General  inform  the  Committee  for  the 
Revision  of  the  Ritual,  that  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  desires  the  completion 
of  that  work  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  M.-.P.  \Sov.  \ Grand  Commander  be  requested  to  call  a 
Special  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  at  an  early  day. 


NORTHERN  SUPREME  COUNCIL,  U.  S.  A. 

M.-.P.-  Edward  A.  Raymond,    Boston,    (P.  G.  M.)   Sov. -.Grand   Commander 

ad  vitam. 
P. -.Simon  W.  Robinson,  Lexington,  (P.  G.  M.)  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander. 
111. -. Peter  Lawson,  Lowell,  (P.  D.  D.  G.  M.)  Grand  Treasurer  Gen.-.H.\E.\ 
111. -.Lucius  R.   Paige,    D.  D.,  Cambridgeport,   (P.  D.  G.  M.)  Grand  Secretary 

Gen.-.H.-.E.-. 
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Dl.  \ George  M.  Randall,  D.  D.,  Boston,  (P.  G.  M.)  Grand  Minister  of  State. 

111. -.Charles  T.  McClenachan,  New  York,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

111. -.William  Field,  Providence,  R.  I..,  (P.  G.  M.)  Grand  Captain  L.\G.\ 

HI. -.William  B.  Hubbard,  Columbus,  Ohio,  (P.  G.  M.)  Sovereign  Grand  Inspec- 
tor General,  32°. 

111. -.J.  J.  J.  Gourgas,  New  York,  (P.  S.  G.  C.)  Emeritus,  Sovereign  Grand 
Inspector  General,  33°. 

111. -.Aaron  P.  Hughes,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  (G.  M.)  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector 

General,  33p,  Deputy  for  New  Hampshire. 
HI. -.Charles  S.  Westcott,   New  York,    Sovereign   Grand  Inspector   General, 

33°,  Deputy  for  New  York. 
HI. -.John  A.  Foster,    New  York,    Sovereign    Grand  Inspector   General,  33°, 

Deputy  for  New  Jersey. 
Ill.-.E.  T.  Carson,   Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  33°. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Council  was  again  opened,  and  111. -.Bro.-.  Timothy 
Bigelow  Lawrence  was  advanced  to  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  and  proclaimed  by  the  M. -.P. -.Sovereign  Grand 
Commander  as  a  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General. 

111. -.Bro. -.Timothy  Bigelow  Lawrence  being  about  to  repair  to  Florence, 
Italy,  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as  Consul  General  of  the  United  States,  was  duly 
appointed  and  commissioned  as  a  general  Representative  of  this  Body  in  all 
foreign  Supreme  Grand  Councils  which  he  may  visit  or  with  which  he  may 
correspond. 

Charges   were  presented   by  111. -.S.  W.    Robinson,  P. -.Lieut. -.Grand  Com- 
mander,   against  111. -.Charles  R.   Starkweather,    of  Chicago,  Illinois,  111.- 
John  Christie,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  111. -.Albert  Case,  of  Boston;  and 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  Thursday,  the  thirty-first  day  of  July  instant,  be  assigned  as 
the  time,  and  the  Winthrop  House  in  Boston,  as  the  place  for  the  investigation 
of  said  charges  and  judgment  thereon,  the  trial  to  commence  at  ten  o'clock 
a.  m.  ;  and  the  Grand  Secretary  General  was  directed  to  summon  the  accused 
parties  to  appear  and  make  answer. 

July  31st,  1862, — The  special  subject  assigned  for  action  at  this  meeting  was 
taken  up,  and  the  following  charges,  summons  and  certificate  thereon  were 
read  by  the  Grand  Secretary  General  : 

To  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty  third 
and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  of  America  : 

I  hereby  prefer  charges  against  the  following  named  Sovereign  Grand 
Inspectors  General,  to  wit  :  111. -.Charles  R.  Starkweather,  of  Chicago,  111., 
111. -.John  Christie,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  111. -.Albert  Case,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  pray  that  said  charges  may  be  investigated  and  such  action  be 
had  thereon  as  justice  and  our  ancient  regulations  may  require. 
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CHARGES. 

First. — That  the  said  Charles  R.  Starkweather,  John  Christie  and  Albert 
Case,  in  August,  1860,  did  conspire  with  Killian  H.  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Charles  W.  Moore  to  organize  a  spurious  and  clandestine  Body,  styled  a 
Supreme  Grand  Council,  which  usurped  the  name  and  pretended  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

Second. — That  the  said  Starkweather,  Christie  and  Case,  in  May,  1861, 
did  conspire  with  said  Van  Rensselaer  and  Moore  to  elect  officers  of  said 
spurious  Council,  and,  in  an  illegal  and  clandestine  manner,  to  confer  the 
thirty-third  degree  on  Winslow  Lewis,  William  S.  Gardner,  William  Park- 
man,  and  others,  —  eight  persons  in  all,  —  as  in  their  Proceedings  is  fully 
set  forth. 

Third. — That  the  said  Starkweather,  Christie  and  Case,  in  May,  1862, 
did  conspire  with  said  Van  Rensselaer,  Moore  and  others,  (said  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  Moore  having  been  previously  expelled  by  this  Supreme  Grand 
Council,  and  did  elect  the  said  Van  Rensselaer  and  Moore,  with  others,  as 
officers  of  said  spurious  Council,  and,  in  an  illegal  and  clandestine  manner, 
did  confer  the  thirty-third  degree  on  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  F.  G.  Tisdall, 
Benjamin  Dean,  and  others, — fourteen  persons  in  all, — as  is  fully  set  forth 
in  their  printed  Proceedings. 

Fourth. — That  the  said  Starkweather,  Christie  and  Case,  notwithstanding 
the  forbearance  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  still  persist  in  their  disloy- 
alty and  rebellion,  and  still  adhere  to  the  said  spurious  Council  and  hold 
office  therein. 

Boston,  July  18,  1862.  S.  W.   ROBINSON. 

To  111.  .Charles  R.  Starkweather,  111. -.John  Christie,  and  111. -.Rev.  Albert 
Case  : 

The  foregoing  charges  having  been  duly  presented  against  you,  the  Supreme 
Grand  Council  has  assigned  Thursday,  the  thirty-first  day  of  July  instant,  at 
ten  o'clock  a.  m.  as  the  time,  and  the  Winthrop  House,  in  Boston,  as  the  place, 
for  the  investigation  of  said  charges  and  adjudication  thereon  ;  at  which  time 
and  place  you  are  hereby  summoned  to  appear,  and  to  show  cause,  if  any  you 
have,  why  judgment  should  not  be  pronounced  against  you. 

DEUS   MEUMQUE  JUS. 

By  order  of  the  M.-.P.-.Sov.-.Grand  Commander. 

LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE.  33°, 
Cambridgeport,  July  19,  1862.  O  .'.Sec.Gen.-.H.'.R: 

I  certify  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  July,  1862,  I  deposited  in  the  Post 
Office  at  Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  charges  and  summons, 
addressed  to  "Charles  R.  Starkweather,  Esq..  Chicago,  111.,"  and  that  on 
the  twenty-first  day  of  said  July,  I  deposited  in  said  Post  Office  two  other 
copies  thereof,  one  addressed  to  "John  Christie,  Esq.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.," 
and  the  other  to  "Rev.  Albert  Case,  Boston,  Mass." 

Attest :  LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE.  33°. 

Or  .\Sec.\Gen.'JS,.E.\ 

111. -.Charles  R.  Starkweather  was  thrice  called  to  appear  and  make  answer 
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to  said  charges,  but  made  default.  Evidence  was  presented  and  duly  consid- 
ered. The  question  was  then  taken  in  the  ancient  form,  and  the  said  Charles 
R.  Starkweather  was  unanimously  adjudged  guilty  of  all  the  offences  set  forth 
in  said  charges. 

III. -.John  Christie  was  thrice  called  to  appear  and  make  answer  to  said 
charges,  but  made  default.  Evidence  was  presented  and  duly  considered.  The 
question  was  then  taken  in  the  ancient  form,  and  the  said  John  Christie  was 
unanimously  adjudged  guilty  of  all  the  offences  set  forth  in  said  charges. 

III. -.Albert  Case  was  thrice  called  to  appear  and  make  answer  to  said 
charges,  but  made  default.  Evidence  was  presented  and  duly  considered.  The 
question  was  then  taken  in  the  ancient  form,  and  the  said  Albert  Case  was 
unanimously  adjudged  guilty  of  all  the  offences  set  forth  in  said  charges. 

The  three  following  preambles  and  decrees  were  unanimously  adopted  in  the 
ancient  form  : 

Whereas,  111. -.Charles  R.  Starkweather,  of  Chicago,  111.,  has  been  adjudged 
guilty  of  the  several  offences  set  forth  in  the  charges  presented  by  P.  Simon  W. 
Robinson,  it  is  therefore  unanimously 

Resolved  and  Decreed,  That  the  said  Charles  R.  Starkweather  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Rite. 

Whereas,  111. -.John  Christie,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  PL,  has  been  adjudged  guilty 
of  the  several  offences  set  forth  in  the  charges  presented  by  111.-,  and  P. -.Simon 
W.  Robinson,  it  is  therefore  unanimously 

Resolved  and  Decreed,  That  the  said  John  Christie  be,  and  he  is  hereby  expelled 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 

Whereas,  111. -.Albert  Case,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  has  been  adjudged  guilty  of  the 
several  offences  set  forth  in  the  charges  presented  by  111.-,  and  P. -.Simon  W. 
Robinson,  it  is  therebjr  unanimously 

Resolved  and  Decreed,  That  the  said  Albert  Case  be,  and  he  is  hereby  expelled 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 

Decreed,  That  a  circular,  similar  in  form  to  that  which  is  recorded  on  folios 
47  and  48  of  this  volume*  (Mutatis  Mutandis),  under  the  seal  of  this  Supreme 
Grand  Council,  and  attested  by  the  signatures  of  its  officers,  be  forwarded  to  all 
sister  Supreme  Grand  Councils  in  the  two  Hemispheres,  and  to  all  loyal  Bodies 
under  this  jurisdiction,  announcing  the  expulsion  of  Chas.  R.  Starkweather, 
John  Christie  and  Albert  Case. 

Dec.  10th,  1862. — The  eminent  degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General, 
thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  was  granted  by 
unanimous  vote,  to  111. -.John  H.  H.  Ward,  S.-.P.-.R.  \S.\,  of  New  York. 

Dec.  30th,  1862. — The  eminent  degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General, 
thirty- third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  was  granted  by 
unanimous  vote,  to  111. -.John  W.  Simons,  S.-.P.-.R.-. S.\,  of  New  York,  111.-. 
Robert  Macoy,  S.\P.\R.\S.\,  of  New  York,  111. -.Nicholas  Mickles,  S.-.P.-. 


*  See  ante  pp.  68,  69. 
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R.-.S.-.,  of  New  York,  111. -.Albert  H.  Kelsey,  S.\P.\R.\S.\,  of  Boston,  and 
111. -.George  W.  Bentley,  S.-.P.-.R.-.S.-.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  ;  and  the  M.-.P.-. 
Sov. -.Grand  Commander  was  requested  to  confer  the  said  degree  upon  the 
aforesaid  111.  -.Brethren  at  his  convenience ;  and  also  at  his  convenience,  to 
confer  the  same  degree  upon  111. -.John  H.  H.  Ward,  to  whom  it  was  granted 
at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Council  was  called  off  until  four  o?clock  p.  m. 

On  recommendation  of  the  M.\P.\Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  111.*. Aaron  P. 
Hughes,  of  Nashua,  N.  H.  (P.  G.  M.  of  N.  H.)  heretofore  Deputy  Inspector 
General  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  was,  by  unanimous  vote,  admitted  as 
an  Active  Member  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

The  M.-.P. -.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  announced  the  appointment  of  111.-. 
Aaron  P.  Hughes,  to  the  office  of  Grand  Marshal  of  this  Supreme  Grand 
Council. 

Much  time  was  devoted,  during  both  sessions  on  this  day,  to  a  consideration 
and  discussion  of  important  questions  concerning  the  interests  and  prosperity 
of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite ;  and.  without  reaching  a  conclusion  by  a 
definite  vote,  the  further  consideration  of  the  question  aforesaid  was  postponed 
until  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  shall  again  meet. 

Jan.  28th,  1863. — Letters  from  111. -.Bros. -.Charles  T.  McClenachan,  John 
W.  Simons,  Robert  Macoy  and  Nicholas  Mickles  were  read  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  General. 

111. -.Geo.  W.  Bentley,  S.\P.\R.\S.\,  of  Worcester,  was  advanced  to  the 
eminent  degree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  thirty-third  and  last 
degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  and  was  proclaimed  and  acknow- 
ledged accordingly. 

The  committee,  appointed  by  a  decree  passed  on  the  second  day  of  April,  a.  d. 
1862,  submitted  sundry  documents,  and  reported  that  friendly  interviews  have 
been  had  with  Representatives  of  the  Illustrious  Body  named  in  said  decree ; 
that  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  effecting  a  union  of  the  two  Bodies  on  just 
and  honorable  terms;  and  that  said  111. -.Body  has  referred  the  subject  to  a 
committee,  with  full  power  :  whereupon  the  following  preamble  and  decree 
were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  Illustrious  Body,  styled  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the 
United  States,  their  Territories  and  Dependencies,  has  expressed  a  disposition 
to  unite  with  this  Supreme  Grand  Council  in  one  consolidated  Body,  and  has 
appointed  a  committee  with  full  power  for  that  purpose  : 

Decreed,  That  the  committee  heretofore  appointed,  namely,  M.-.P. -.Edward 
A.  Raymond,  Esq.,  111. -.Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.  D.,  and  111.  .Geo.  M.  Randall,  D.  D., 
be  now  fully  empowered  to  agree  upon  the  terms  of  such  a  union,  on  a  basis 
which  shall  be  just  and  right,  honorable  to  both  the  Illustrious  contracting 
Bodies,  and  according  to  the  spirit  and  landmarks  of  Ineffable  Masonry. 


Feb.  18th,  1863. — The  committee  appointed  on  the  second  day  of  April,  a.  d. 
1862,  and  fully  empowered  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  a.  d.  1863, 
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reported  that  they  had  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  and  negotiated 
and  signed  and  sealed  a  Treaty  of  Union,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
to  wit : 

Articles  of  Consolidation, 

Adopted  and  consummated  by  and  between  the  Supreme  Grand  Council, 
thirty-third  and  last  degree  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
sitting  at  Boston,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  thirty-third 
and  last  degree  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  Territories  and  Dependencies,  sitting  at  New  York,  of  the 
other  part. 

Whereas,  The  said  parties,  in  their  individual  and  sovereign  capacity,  being 
mutually  desirous  of  advancing  the  interests  of  masonry  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion, and  wishing  to  consolidate  the  authorities  therein  under  one  governing 
head,  have  clothed  their  Representatives  with  full  and  perfect  power  to  that 
end,  who,  in  the  name  of  said  parties,  have  agreed,  consented,  provided  and 
ordained,  and  do  by  these  presents  agree,  consent,  provide  and  ordain,  as 
follows : 

1.  The  said  Supreme  Councils  are  by  virtue  hereof  consolidated,  under 
the  name  of  the  "  Supreme  Grand  Council,  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States  of  America,  their 
Territories  and  Dependencies,"  sitting  at  New  York. 

2.  All  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  heretofore  created  by  either  of 
the  parties  hereto,  shall  be  recognized  upon  taking  the  oath  of  fealty  to  the 
Supreme  Council  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

3.  All  subordinate  Bodies,  hailing  under  either  of  the  parties  hereto,  are  to 
be  duly  acknowledged  and  recognized,  upon  taking  the  oath  of  fealty  to  the 
said  Supreme  Council  for  the  United  States  of  America,  etc.  ;  and  new  war- 
rants may  be  granted,  or  the  existing  ones  properly  endorsed,  as  the  said 
Bodies  respectively  may  elect. 

4.  All  properties,  of  whatever  name,  kind  and  description,  belonging  to  the 
parties  hereto,  or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  the  said 
Supreme  Council  for  the  United  States  of  America,  etc.,  and  will  be  delivered 
accordingly  to  the  Grand  Secretary  General  thereof. 

5.  Until  otherwise  ordered,  the  Constitutions  and  General  Regulations  of 
the  second  party  hereto,  are  hereby  adopted  and  declared  in  full  force  for  the 
government  of  the  consolidated  body  herein  provided  for. 

6th.  The  number  of  Active  Members  of  said  Council  is  hereby  increased  to 
seventeen  (creating  eight  new  offices),  and  the  officers  of  the  said  consolidated 
Council,  ad  vitam,  shall  be  as  follows  : 

Sov.-. Grand  Commander,     ....         Edmund  B.  Hates. 

Sov.-. Assist. -.Grand  Commander,     .         .  .     Edward  A.  Raymond. 
1st  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander,      .         .         .         S.  W.  Robinson. 

2d  Lieut.'. Grand  Commander,  .        .  .     H.  Thompson. 

Grand  Orator,    .         .-        . 

Grand  Minister  of  State,         .         .         .  .     G.  M.  Randall. 

Grand  Chancellor, Lucius  R.  Paige. 
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Grand  Secretary  General,       ....  Daniel  Sickels. 

Grand  Treasurer  General,  ....  Robert  E.  Roberts. 

Grand  Marshal  General,  ....  Henry  C.  Banks. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer,  ....  Aaron  P.  Hughes. 

1st  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,       .         .         .  H.  J.  Seymour. 

2c?  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,    .         .         .  C.  T.  McClenachan. 

Grand  Expert  Introductory       ....  Peter  Lawson. 

Grand  Standard  Bearer John  Innes. 

1st  Grand  Captain  of  Guard,  ....  William  Field. 

2d  Grand  Captain  of  Guard,         .         .         .  William  H.  Jarvis. 

7.  The  Emeritus  position  of  Sovereign  Assistant  Grand  Commander  is 
conferred  on  111. -.Edward  A.  Raymond,  in  recognition  of  his  long  and  dis- 
tinguished services  in  the  Rite. 

In  testimony  of  all  which,  Edward  A.  Raymond,  George  M.  Randall  and 
Lucius  R.  Paige,  on  behalf  of  said  first  party,  and  Edmund  B.  Hayes,  Daniel 
Sickels  and  Henry  C.  Banks,  on  behalf  of  said  second  party,  have  hereunto 
set  their  hands  and  seals  interchangeably,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  herein- 
before expressed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Boston,  this  seventh  day  of  February,  a.  d.  1863. 

EDWARD  A.  RAYMOND,  [l.  s.] 
GEORGE  M.  RANDALL.  [l.  s.] 
LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE.  [l.  s.] 

EDMUND  B.  HAYES.  [l.  s.] 

DANIEL  SICKELS.  [l.  s.] 

HENRY  C.  BANKS.  [l.  s.] 

Orders  were  adopted  for  the  settlement  of  sundry  outstanding  accounts. 
In  consideration  of  the   faithful  and  devoted  masonic   labors  of  M.\P.  \ 
Edward  A.  Raymond,  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  especially  in  consideration 
of  his  services  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  as  its  Sov.  -.Grand 
Commander,  for  the  last  twelve  years, 

Ordered,  That  111. -.Bros. -.Robinson,  Paige  and  Lawson,  be  a  committee 
to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial  of  esteem  and  affection  for  our  Venerable 
and  Illustrious  Brother,  who  voluntarily  retires  from  his  high  office  on  the 
organization  of  the  United  Supreme  Grand  Council,  agreeably  to  the  Treaty 
formed  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  a.  d  1863. 

After  the  transaction  of  sundry  matters  rendered  necessary  by  the  approach- 
ing change  in  its  organization,  so  that  all  its  masonic  duties  may  be  fully 
performed,  and  after  mutual  congratulations  upon  the  successful  issue  of 
efforts  to  heal  a  division  which  has  existed  for  the  last  half  century,  and  to 
unite  the  two  Bodies  into  one  Supreme  Grand  Council,  upon  just  and  honorable 
terms,  the  business  of  the  meeting  having  been  accomplished,  the  M.\P.  \ 
Sov. -.Grand  Commander  pronounced  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  closed  sine  die. 

DEUS   MEUMQUE   JUS. 

Attest :  LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE,  33p, 

Gr..Sec.-.Gen.:-H.-R'. 
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In  this  Union  of  the  Hayes  and  Raymond  bodies  there  is 
presented  a  most  marvellous  spectacle.  True  it  was  a  matter 
of  rejoicing  among  the  Fraternity,  as  well  it  might  be,  on 
the  ground,  that  it  is  always  better  to  be  at  peace,  than  at 
war — that  it  is  far  better  for  Brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity,  than  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  discord,  which  is  always 
productive  of  bitterness,  and  the  exercise  of  the  most  de- 
grading animosities.  Therefore  there  was  solid  ground  for 
rejoicing  on  all  sides. 

But  let  us  look  a  little  further  into  the  matter.  On  the 
one  hand  was  the  Hayes  Council,  assuming  to  be  the  suc- 
cessor of  Joseph  Cerneau,  who  established  it  in  1807,  ignor- 
ing the  Secret  Constitutions  of  Frederick,  said  to  have  been 
made  by  him  in  1786,  declaring  itself  to  be  governed  by  the 
Constitutions  of  1762.  and  the  General  Laws,  Rules,  and 
Regulations  of  the  Masonic  Order — its  Officers  elective — its 
ruling  body  strictly  representative — the  powers  of  its  Officers 
delegated,  and  limited,  and  all  its  actions  governed  by  a 
majority.  As  such  it  had  friendly  relations,  and  Represent- 
atives in  the  Grand  Orient  of  France — the  Sup.  Council  of 
France — the  Supreme  Council  of  Belgium — the  Supreme 
Council  of  Brazil,  and  the  Sup.  Council  of  New  Grenada. 
As  long  as  it  maintained  its  ground,  in  the  face  of  the  oppo- 
sition which  was  raised  against  it,  the  position  of  the  Cer- 
neau-Hayes  Council  was  good,  and  growing  more  popular 
every  year. 

On  the  other  hand,  was  the  Raymond  body,  which  was 
established  by  Gourgas  as  a  body,  in  1848,  had  its  East  in 
New  York  City  for  two  or  three  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Boston,  Mass.,  about  1851.  In  this  .body  Mr.  Raymond  be- 
came Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  as  successor  of  Giles  Fonda 
Yates,  who  resigned  in  his  favor.  Mr.  Raymond  was  a  very 
strong  and  decided  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Secret 
Constitutions  of  Frederick,  and  during  his  Presidency  en- 
deavored to  carry  them  out  to  the  letter.  All  the  members 
that  he  received  were,  at  first,  entirely  of  the  same  opinion 
as  himself,  and  their  secret,  as  well  as  their  open  denuncia- 
tions of  their  opponents,  were  ''neither  few,  nor  small.7'    The 
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Laws,  Doctrines  and  Usages  of  his  body  were  diametrically 
opposed  to  those  of  the  Cerneau-Hayes  Council.  Mr.  Ray- 
mond declared  himself  to  be  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  for 
Life — that  the  Office  was  not  elective — that  all  the  Officers 
of  his  Council  could  only  be  appointed  by  him — that  he  had 
the  power  or  prerogative  of  opening  or  closing  the  Council 
at  his  pleasure — of  making  Sov.  Gr.  Inspectors  General 
without  any  ones  consent,  and  a  variety  of  things  equally 
opposed  to  the  Hayes  doctrines.  Nevertheless,  these  two 
bodies  united — or  amalgamated — or  came  together.  After 
all  that  had  passed  between  them,  was  it  not  a  marvellous 
sight  ? 

Let  us  inquire  for  a  moment.     What  induced  these  dis- 
cordant bodies  to  come  together  ? 

We  are  informed,  both  from  the  printed  proceedings,  and 
by  the  committee  appointed  on  the  occasion,  that  the  appli- 
cation for  the  Union  came  first  from  the  Raymond  bod}' .  If 
this  be  true,  it  is  probable  that  the  Raymond  body  found 
itself  damaged,  as  it  regards  regularity,  both  the  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  the  Raymond  bodies  having  made  strong  efforts 
for  recognition  by  the  Southern  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  and 
were  denied  on  account  of  "irregularity.7'  Further,  the 
Raymond  body  did  not  prosper  after  the  break  with  the 
original  Council.  Their  work  was  not  attended  with  success. 
The  constant  warfare  which  was  kept  up  between  the  Gour- 
gas  and  the  Raymond  bodies,  seriously  injured  both  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Masons — the  failure  in  obtaining  the  recognition, 
of  which  they  had  calculated  so  largely  upon,  discouraged 
them,  and  under  the  circumstances  they  probably  enter- 
tained the  idea,  that  by  coming  together  the  warfare  would 
cease — matters  would  be  healed,  and  recognition  would  be 
certain.  The  Cerneau-Hayes  body,  not  content  with  the 
peaceable  and  high  position  which  they  occupied,  was  pro- 
bably induced  by  the  same  motives,  to  come  into  the  ar- 
rangement. They  undoubtedly  calculated  that  universal 
recognition  would  be  a  natural  consequence.  So  they  came 
together. 

And  what  did  the  bodies  gain  by  this  Union  ?     Let  us  see. 
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When  the  two  bodies  came  together  the  Sov.  Gr.  Com- 
mander of  both  bodies  resigned,  together  with  all  the  re- 
spective Officers  of  each  body,  thus  dissolving  both  the 
Hayes-Cerneau  and  the  Baymond  Council,  each  Sov.  Gr. 
Insp.  General  retaining  his  status  as  such.  They  at  once 
formed  an  entire  new  Council,  under  the  title  of  The  Su- 
preme Grand  Council  for  the  United  States  of  America,  her 
Territories  and  dependencies,  and  by  previous  agreement, 
Edmund  B.  Hayes  was  elected  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  and 
Edwd.  A.  Raymond  Lieut.  Gr.  Commander,  and  making  an 
equal  division  of  the  Officers  between  the  members  of  each 
body.  They  adopted  the  Secret  Constitution  of  Frederick 
as  the  fundamental  Law,  except  that  the  Offices  were  made 
elective.  In  all  other  particulars  it  was  a  Gourgas  Council. 
They  altered  the  date  of  the  origin  of  the  Council  to  1813, 
and  have  adopted  it,  leaving  the  Cerneau  Council,  and  its 
members,  all  in  the  background.  They  have  placed  Eman- 
uel De  La  Motte  on  the  Throne,  and  bowed  obedience. 
When  it  is  remembered,  the  particulars  of  the  pretended 
formation  of  that  Council  in  1813,  viz  :  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  it — the  proceedings  of  the  same  in  the  "Expul- 
sion from  every  Masonic  Asylum  in  the  world"  of  Joseph 
Cerneau,  Hon.  De  Witt  Clinton,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  Gr.  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
of  New  York  ;  Hon.  John  W.  Mulligan,  U.  S.  Minister,  &c; 
Hon.  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New 
York ;  all  of  whom  were  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
a  number  of  other  Gentlemen,  equally  noted,  and  all  this 
performed  by  such  a  mountebank  as  Emanuel  De  La  Motte, 
one  would  think  that  the  shame  on  the  part  of  the  Cerneau 
members  would  be  such,  that  they  would  wish  to  be  known 
no  more. 

Having  accomplished,  in  his  own  mind,  the  work  which  he 
came  to  perform,  and  published  his  Edicts  in  the  Daily 
papers,  besides  scattering  his  Circulars  freely  through  the 
different  Masonic  bodies,  he  fled  precipitately  to  Philadel- 
phia to  get  out  of  the  way,  as  the  indignation  heaped  upon 
him  led  him  to  fear  for  his  safety  here. 
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As  the  Civil  "War  had  not  come  to  an  end,  at  the  time  of 
the  Union  of  the  two  bodies,  very  little  could  be  done  in 
the  way  of  seeking  Ee  cognition  from  the  Southern  Supreme 
Council.     That  subject  will  be  noticed  in  its  proper  place. 

Previous  to  the  Union  of  the  Eaymond  and  the  Hayes 
Councils,  both  Councils  were  dissolved  by  their  respective 
Sov.  Gr.  Commanders,  and  the  offices  of  the  same  declared 
to  be  vacant.  Thus  both  Councils  came  to  a  close,  releas- 
ing each  member  from  his  oath  of  fealty  and  allegiance  to 
the  respective  Councils,  acknowledging  their  status  as  Sov. 
Gr.  Insp.  Genl.  of  33d  degree,  and  leaving  them  to  act  in 
the  premises,  as  might  suit  their  own  convictions  of  duty. 
Each  Sov.  Gr.  Insp.  Gen.  retained  his  identity  as  such,  his 
powers  were  not  vitiated,  although  the  body  with  which  he 
was  connected,  had  disappeared,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  from  the  Assembly,  or  unite  with  the  proposed 
new  body  as  a  Union  Council.  It  is  not  probable  that  any 
of  the  Sov.  Gr.  Insp.  Gen.  had  such  a  movement  in  view — 
they  did  not  withdraw  (except  111.  Benjamin  C.  Leveridge, 
who  resigned  from  the  Cerneau  Council  just  prior  to  the 
Union)  and  form  a  new  Council — in  fact,  thejT  all,  with  this 
exception,  united  with  the  new  Union  Council,  and  signed 
the  oath  of  fealty  to  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  ;  neverthe- 
less, they  could  have  retired,  as  their  Councils  were  dis- 
solved, and  formed  another  Council  if  they  had  chosen  so  to 
do.  The  powers  with  which  a  Sov.  Gr.  Insp.  Genl.  33d  is 
vested,  cannot  be  taken  from  him,  either  by  Edict  or  Procla- 
mation, or  in  any  other  manner.  The  individual  Inspector, 
or  the  body  so  formed,  may  not  be  acknowledged,  or  recog- 
nized, nevertheless  the  prerogatives  of  the  individual  In- 
spector cannot  be  taken  from  him,  nor  can  the  bod}'  so 
formed  be  destroyed,  except  by  the  consent  of  all  interested 
in  the  same.  It  was,  however,  deemed  a  great  cause  of  con- 
gratulation, that  all,  with  the  exception  of  the  above  men- 
tioned, decided  in  favor  of  the  Union — united  together — 
signed  the  oath  of  fealty,  and  thus  placed  an  entering  wedge 
to  a  general  union  of  all  the  brethren  of  the  Rite. 

The  grand  object  of  the  Brethren  in  bringing  about  this 
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Union  was  thus  apparently  accomplished.  The  Raymond 
and  the  Van  Eensselaer  Councils  had  previously  made  earn- 
est efforts  for  Recognition  by  the  Supreme  Council  for  the 
Southern  Masonic  Jurisdiction — many  letters  had  been  writ- 
ten to  111.  Bro.  Pike  upon  the  subject,  by  members  of  both 
Councils — the  printed  proceedings  had  been  issued  on  both 
sides,  and  III.  Bro.  Pike  became  well  informed  upon  the 
subject.  In  his  address  as  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  before  the 
Sup.  Council  over  which  he  presided,  in  1861,  he  stated  the 
case  to  the  Council  as  fully  as  the  circumstances  would  per- 
mit, at  the  same  time  informing  them  that  they  would,  in  all 
probbaility,  be  called  upon  to  decide  which  of  the  two  Coun- 
cils they  would  recognize — that  in  order  to  assist  them  in 
forming  a  correct  opinion,  he  had  made  a  laborious  investi- 
gation of  the  whole  matter,  and  therewith  laid  it  before  the 
body — that  his  conclusion  was,  that  although  III.  Bro.  Ray- 
mond was  truly  the  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  by  succes- 
sion, yet  both  bodies  were  irregular  according  to  the  Secret 
Constitution  of  1786,  not  having  a  quorum  according  to  that 
instrument,  and  therefore  all  their  proceedings  were  null 
and  void  ;  that  in  their  existing  condition,  neither  of  the 
bodies  could  be  acknowledged  by  the  Sup.  Council  of  the 
Southern  Jurisdiction.  The  members  of  the  Sup.  Council 
appeared  to  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  and  their 
decision  was  made  known.  Being  disappointed  in  this 
movement,  they  resorted  to  the  step  which  has  been  nar- 
rated, viz. :  Union  with  the  Cerneau-Hayes  Council,  wdiich 
was  already  recognized  by  several  Supreme  Councils,  as  has 
already  been  mentioned,  hoping  that  this  would  add  to  their 
claim  for  recognition  from  the  Southern  Masonic  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

The  Union  being  completed,  and  the  Council  organized, 
they  prepared  to  go  forward  in  this  undertaking.  But  as 
the  Civil  War  had  broken  out,  and  the  whole  country  was  in 
arms,  it  was  decided  that  it  then — 1863 — would  be  useless  to 
proceed  in  the  matter.  They  could  not  reach  the  Southern 
portion  of  the  country,  and  the  members  of  the  Council 
were   dispersed,  or   scattered,   no   regular   meeting   of  the 
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Council  could  be  held,  and  the  matter  was  left  to  the  close 
of  the  War,  viz. :  1864.  As  soon  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  the  Committee  visited  the  different  members  of  the 
Council,  and  laid  the  matter  before  them.  They  failed  in 
obtaining  favor  until  III.  Beo.  Pike  had  been  seen,  and  his 
opinion  given. 

In  the  meantime  III.  Bro.  Pike  had  informed  himself 
more  fully  concerning  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Sup.  Council  in  1865  and  1866  delivered  his 
Annual  address,  in  which  the  whole  difficulty  was  fully  ex- 
plained. 

That  portion  of  the  address,  relating  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  Sup.  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  who  carefully, 
patiently,  and  earnestly  considered  the  subject,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  following  conclusions  : 

"First — Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Sup.  Council,  the  action  of  the 
Sov.  Gr.  Insps.  Genl.  33°.  members  of  the  Sup.  Council  of  the  Northern  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  who,  on  the  25th  of  August,  1860,  opened 
the  Sup.  Council  of  that  Jurisdiction  after  the  departure  of  the  Sov.  Gr. 
Comm.,  was  illegal,  null,  and  void,  because  the  Inspectors,  being  but  four  in 
number,  viz  :  111.  Bros.  Moore,  Case,  Starkweather  and  Young,  did  not  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  any  business,  and  more  especially  for 
the  expulsion  afterwards  of  III.  Bros.  Raymond  and  Robinson." 

"Second — Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Inspectors,  who  organized  a  new 
Council  at  Boston  on  the  21st  of  May,  1861,  was  also  Illegal,  Null,  and  Void. 
1st.  Because  the  said  Inspectors,  being  only  Two  in  number,  viz  :  III.  Bro. 
Raymond,  Sov.  Gr.  Comm.,  and  Robinson,  Lieut.  Gr.  Comm.,  did  not  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  2d.  Because  there  were  Eight 
active  members  of  the  Sup.  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction,  and  111. 
Bros.  Raymond  and  Robinson,  proceeding  upon  the  erroneous  idea,  that  there 
were  but  Five,  added  to  themselves,  as  active  members,  Four  other  Brethren,  a 
single  vacancy  only  then  existing,  before  displacing  for  contumacy,  or  any 
other  cause,  any  of  the  Active  members  who  were  not  present,  and  therefore, 
it  being  by  the  body  thus  irregularly  created  that  said  members,  viz  :  Bros. 
Moore,  Case,  and  Starkweather,  were  expelled,  the  expulsion,  for  that  rea- 
son, was  altogether  ineffectual." 

"  Third— Resolved,  That  entertaining  these  views  of  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion involved  in  this  controversy,  this  Sup.  Council  can  only  recognize  the 
following  Brethren  as  legal  Sov.  Gr.  Insp.  Genl.,  Active  members  of  the  Sup. 
Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  viz  :  111.  Bros. 
Robinson,  Moore,  Case,  Young,  and  Starkweather,  of  whom  III.  Bro.  Rob- 
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inson  is  the  legal  successor  of  Bro.  Raymond  as  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  he 
having  been  appointed  by  the  latter,  Lieut.  Gr.  Comm.,  and  succeeding  at 
his  death  to  the  vacant  Commandership,  which  he  is  entitled  to  retain  until 
lawfully  removed  by  the  Sup.  Gouncil.'' 

"Fourth — Resolved,  That  any  action  taken,  or  principle  affirmed,  by  these 
Five  Sov.  Gr.  Insps.  Genl.,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitutions  of  1786,  and 
the  Regulations  of  their  own  body,  for  the  purpose  of  re-assembling  the  Sup. 
Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction,  will  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  this 
Supreme  Council,  and  will  meet  with  its  hearty  concurrence  and  co-opera- 
tion." 

The  said  Report  and  Resolutions  were  taken  up,  and 
Unanimously  adopted. 

The  Civil  War  came  to  a  close  in  1864.  All  obstacles  to  a 
free  intercourse  with  the  Southern  States  were  removed  out 
of  the  way,  and  the  Committee,  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
started  from  New  York,  to  visit  the  different  members  of  the 
Sup.  Council  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  their  views,  relative  to  the  recognition  of  the 
now  United  Sup.  Council.  They  visited  them  in  the  different 
States,  were  very  graciously  received,  but  all  seemed  reluc- 
tant to  give  a  decision  until  III.  Bro.  Pike  had  been  con- 
sulted. The  visit  of  the  Committee  is  stated  to  have  occu- 
pied the  better  part  of  two  months,  and  yet,  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  nothing  was  accomplished.  It  was  determined  to 
visit  III.  Bro.  Pike,  in  order  to  get  a  final  decision.  The 
interview  was  a  pleasant  one,  although,  as  it  appears,  the 
whole  matter  had  been  presented  to  the  Sup.  Grand  Council 
by  III.  Bro.  Pike,  in  his  annual  address,  and  fully  discussed. 
It  was  referred  to  a  Committee  who  investigated  the  matter 
very  fully,  and  gave  their  decision  adverse  to  any  acknow- 
ledgement. The  111.  Gr.  Commander  stated  that  he  could 
only  act  in  conformity  to  their  wishes,  and  therefore  could 
not  recognize  the  Sup.  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction 
as  at  present  constituted.  It  was  not  deemed  regular  before 
the  Union,  and  now,  that  the  Union  had  taken  place,  it  was 
far  more  objectionable  than  before,  as  the  Cerneau  Council, 
with  which  it  had  united,  was  Spurious,  Illegal,  Illegitimate, 
and  as  such,  never  could  be  recognized. 

Finding  that  there  was  no  hope  of  obtaining  the  desired 


04  ANCIENT  AND  ACCEPTED  KITE, 

object,  the  whole  character  of  the  interview  was  changed 
from  kind  words  to  pointed  remarks,  and  it  was  intimated 
by  the  Committee,  that  it  was  in  their  power,  to  overspread 
the  whole  United  States  with  their  subordinate  bodies — that 
they  had  the  men,  the  money,  and  the  power  on  their  side, 
and  were  prepared,  if  not  recognized,  to  do  so.  This  course 
of  procedure  brought  the  whole  matter  to  a  pause.  After 
mature  deliberation,  III.  Bko.  Pike  proposed  that  the  exist- 
ing Northern  Sup.  Council  should  be  dissolved,  and  that 
they  should  get  a  Raymond  man  for  Gr.  Commander,  who 
should  form  a  new  and  regular  Council.  If  they  should  act 
in  accordance  with  this  proposition,  the  Northern  Sup. 
Council  would  be  immediately  acknowledged.  Here  the 
interview  closed.  The  Committee  left  to  return  to  New 
York,  and  report  proceedings. 

The  result  of  this  proposition,  which  was  immediately  acted 
upon  by  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction, 
was  that  said  Council  was  at  once  dissolved  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  the  So  v.  Gr.  Comm.,  Simon  W.  Robinson,  as 
successor  to  the  late  Edward  A.  Raymond,  formed  a  new 
Council,  and  subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  this  new  Sup.  Gr. 
Council,  at  Nassau  Hall,  Boston,  Dec.  13th,  1866,  announced, 
that  consequent  upon  the  death  of  111.  Edward  A.  Raymond, 
late  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  he  had  succeeded  to  the  Sov.  Gr. 
Commandership  of  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  Sov.  Gr.  Ins. 
Gen.  of  the  33d  and  last  degree  of  the  Anc.  and  Ace.  Scottish 
Rite  of  Free  Masonry,  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the 
"United  States  of  America,  and  in  the  exercise  of  the  Rights, 
Privileges,  and  Functions  of  said  office.  He  had  notified 
and  summoned  the  following  111.  Brethren,  viz. :  Charles  W. 
Moore,  Albert  Case,  Charles  B.  Starkweather,  and  A.  B. 
Young,  to  appear  before  him  in  Council  Chamber,  and  they 
having  failed  or  neglected  to  obey  the  summons,  or  to  take 
notice  thereof,  he  declared  and  proclaimed  their  seats  vacant, 
and  that  he  should  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the 
Supreme  Council,  pursuant  to  the  Constitutions  of  1786. 
He  then  proceeded  to .  form  an  entire  new  Council,  it  being 
the  old  Gourgas  Council,  renewed  in  the  person  of  Simon  W. 
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Eobinson  and  Peter  Lawson.  The  offices  were  all  filled  in 
due  form,  and  the  Soy.  Gr.  Com.  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed 
that  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council,  33d  and  last  degree,  for  the  North- 
ern Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  fully 
organized,  and  the  officers  were  installed  in  due  form.  After 
which  he  delivered  an  Address,  in  which  he  states  the  object 
in  view  in  dissolving  the  Union  Council,  as  follows : 

"Exceptions  were  taken  to  this  Union,  especially  by  the  Southern  Council, 
who,  after  a  long  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  subject,  were  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  irregular,  and  therefore  decided  not  to  recognize  the  Coun- 
cil. "  "To  place  ourselves  within  the  pale  of  legitimacy,  and  to  secure  Frater- 
nal relations  with  the  Southern  Council,  and  all  other  regular  Councils,  induced 
the  Brethren  to  dissolve  the  '  Union  Council,'  which  has  been  done  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  every  member." 

"The  Union  Council  being  dissolved,  its  members  are  consequently  absolved 
from  the  Oath  of  Fealty,  and  may  lawfully  resuscitate  the  Raymond  Council, 
and  exercise  all  the  Rights,  Privileges,  and  Functions,  to  which  it  was  entitled, 
previous  to  its  Union  with  the  Hayes  Council. 

"  It  is  now  believed  that  every  obstacle  to  a  full  and  complete  recognition 
by  all  regular  Councils,  is  removed,  and  we  may  reasonably  hope  that  this  Sup, 
Council  will  continue  to  hold  a  high  place  in  the  scale  of  usefulness  among  the 
honored  institutions  of  the  land.7' 

This  is  the  second  time  that  the  Councils  were  dissolved, 
viz. :  first  at  the  Union  of  the  Raymond  and  Hayes  bodies — 
1863— and  last,  in  December,  1865,  when  a  new  Council  was 
formed  by  Simon  W.  Robinson,  with  the  open  declaration, 
that  it  was  the  "  Raymond  Council  resuscitated,  and  the 
Cerneau  body  was  left  to  itself.  (See  Address  in  1866 — . 
Proceedings.) 

We  would  here  notice  a  few  statements,  which  have  fre- 
quently been  made,  and  published  in  addresses,  as  well  as 
other  Masonic  documents,  by  III.  Bro.  Pike,  not  with  a 
desire  of  creating  any  bad  feeling,  but  simply  to  make  a 
correction. 

He  states  "that  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  the  Southern 
Masonic  Jurisdiction  is  the  Mother  of  all  the  Councils  in 
the  world — that  they  are  its  offspring."  etc. 

We  shall  not  attempt  a  reply  to  this  assertion,  further  than 
to  say  that  the  Cerneau  Council,  which  had  an  existence 
from   1807   to  1827,   was   succeeded   by  the   Amalgamated 
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Council  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  in  1832,  afterwards 
known  as  the  Hayes-Atwood  Council,  up  to  the  year  1863, 
was  not  begotten,  or  brought  forth  by  that  body,  mediately,  or 
directly  —  in  fact,  never  acknowledged,  or  had,  or  sought, 
any  connection  with  it. 

The  doctrine  of  III.  Bro.  Cerneau  was,  that,  unless  a 
.  body  became  properly  organized,  held  its  regular  meetings, 
was  in  the  constant  exercise  of  its  functions,  and  shewed  by 
its  acts  that  it  was  entitled  to  respect,  it  could  not  be  con- 
sidered, or  called,  a  body.  Without  these  qualifications  it 
was  only  a  "  name,"  without  any  substance. 

His  body,  from  its  first  establishment,  progressed,  in- 
creased in  numbers,  respectability,  and  influence,  was  enti- 
tled to  the  name  it  bore,  was  acknowledged  by  the  Gr. 
Orient  of  France  in  1810,  again  in  1816,  and  continued  on  up 
to  1827  in  friendly  relations  with  that  body.  In  1832  it  was 
acknowledged  by  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  France,  Sup.  Gr. 
Council  of  Belgium,  Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  Brazil,  and  Sup. 
Gr.  Council  of  New  Grenada,  and  had  exchanged  Repre- 
sentatives with  them  all.  The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  and 
the  Count  St.  Laurent  were  its  Representatives  in  France, 
and  each  of  the  other  Councils  were  well  represented.  In 
1862  it  was  again  acknowledged  by  the  Gr.  Orient  of  France. 
See  Doc.  24,  page  64 ;  Doc.  No.  13,  page  65  ;  Doc.  28,  page 
228 ;  Doc.  37,  page  370  ;  Doc.  47,  page  414. 

The  Sup.  Council  of  Brazil  was  established  by  Cerneau, 
and  continued  for  a  long  number  of  years  in  friendly  accord 
with  the  Cerneau  body.  See  Doc.  25,  page  208 ;  Doc.  28, 
page  292. 

The  Supreme  Council  of  New  Grenada  was  not  estab- 
lished by  the  Sup.  Council  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  but 
by  the  Gr.  Orient  of  France.  Acknowledged  the  Cerneau 
body,  and  exchanged  Representatives.  See  Doc.  37.  page 
370. 

All  these  bodies  have  had  complete  Records  kept.  The 
Records  of  the  Cerneau  body  up  to  1824,  the  Records  of  the 
Amalgamated  Council  from  1831  to  1836,  and  the  Records  of 
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the  Atwood-Hayes  Council  (the  successors  to  Cerneau),up  to 
1863. 

III.  Bro.  Pike,  with  a  manliness  and  independence,  char- 
acteristic of  the  man,  acknowledges 

"That  the  Record  of  the  transactions  of  the  Sup.  Council  for  the  Southern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  commenced  with  the  Session  of  1857.  There 
is  no  Record,  there  are  to  be  found  no  minutes,  no  notes  of  any  previous 
meetings.  If,  from  its  origin  in  1801,  to  1857,  there  ever  was  any  Record,  or 
Entry,  or  Memorandum,  formally  made,  of  any  regular  meeting  of  the  body, 
it  was  destroyed,  with  the  papers  of  the  Secretary  Gen.  during  the  War. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  found  in  the  shape  of  Records,  or  Minutes,  to  shew  that 
ever  any  person  was  elected  to  membership  in  the  Sup.  Council,  prior  to  1857. 
Deputies  were  appointed  by  Letters  Patent,  and  acted,  but  there  is  no  Record 
of  their  appointment.  Bodies  were  created,  and  existed,  but  there  is  no 
record  of  any  thing  done  in  regard  to  them.  Also,  with  the  exception  of 
letters  from  Bro.  Gourgas,  and  the  correspondence  and  documents,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Concordat  made  with  the  Sup.  Council  of  Louisiana,  there  are  but 
few  old  documents  and  papers." 

Thus  it  appears,  that  while  these  denunciations,  so  fre- 
quently heaped  upon  the  Cerneau  body,  were  progressing, 
the  body  issuing  them  had  not  an  existence,  only  in  name, 
confirming  all  that  has  at  any  time  been  said  about  it.  There 
was  no  body,  no  Hecords,  no  organization,  nor  was  that 
Council  ever  acknowledged  by  any  Sup.  Gr.  Council  in  the 
world  until  1828,  at  which  time  such  acknowledgment  was 
applied  for,  and  effected,  with  the  Gr.  Orient  of  France  by 
a  mean  trick,  practiced  by  J.  J.  J.  Gourgas  of  New  York, 
as  has  been  already  related  in  this  History. 

The  Sov.  Gr.  Consistory  (Cerneau)  through  its  Committee, 
in  reporting  upon  De  La  Motte's  document  state  : 

"  Immediately  on  its  installation,  the  Grand  Consistory  gave  notice  to  the 
Supreme  Masonic  bodies  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies,  to  whom  it,  at  the 
same  time  communicated,  copies  of  the  Patents  under  which  it  was  formed. 
These  were  followed  by  the  most  ample  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Sup 
Gr.  Council  of  France,  an  act,  sufficient  in  itself,  to  outweigh  the  cavils  of 
all  Imposters." 

"Having  heard  that  a  Council  existed  at  Charleston,  So.  Ca.,  which  yet 
might  be  in  activity,  a  Circular,  with  copies  of  the  Patent,  or  Warrant,  and  a 
list  of  the  members,  was  also  transmitted  thither,  and  delivered  to  the  per- 
son, whose  name  appears  as  Gr.  Commander,  to  the  act  approving  De  La 
Motte's  denunciations.  No  answer  being  received,  another  was  despatched, 
but  with  no  better  success.     Your  Committee  will  here  just  remark,  that  if 
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the  Council  at  Charleston  was  a  regular  body,  and  deemed  us  usurpers,  it  was 
their  duty  to  take  instant  and  effectual  means  to  arrest  our  progress.  If  we 
were  regular,  Masonic  courtesy,  as  well  as  their  obligations,  required  them 
to  acknowledge  us  without  delay.  They  have  done  neither.  This  profound 
silence,  and  neglect,  was,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  Gr.  Consistory  that 
the  body  at  Charleston,  if  it  ever  had  a  lawful  existence,  was  extinct." 

"He  also  proclaims  at  this  late  day,  as  well  as  at  the  commencement,  that 
Cerneau  never  had  the  33d  degree,  and  as  a  matter  of  course,  not  being  pos- 
sessed of  it,  he  could  not  confer  it  upon  others.  The  following  Extract  is 
given  from  his  address  (page  305,  Transactions,  &c.)." 

"In  October,  1807,  one  Joseph  Cerneau  came  from  the  West  Indies  to  New 
York.  He  was  in  possession  of  the  Twenty-Five  degrees  of  the  Rite  of  Per- 
fection, or  Heredom — the  same  which  Germain  Hacquet  carried  back  to  France 
in  1801 — where,  in  consequence  of  the  Revolution,  that  Rite  had  been  disused, 
and  become  obsolete  and  forgotten.  Cerneau  had  not  the  33d  degree,  nor  the 
others  added  to  the  Rite  of  Perfection,  to  constitute  with  it  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Rite.  Nor  had  he  the  true  Kadosh,  which,  as  is  well  known,  on 
account  of  prejudice,  had  -ceased  to  be  worked.  He  pretended  to  have  no 
more  than  the  Rite  of  Perfection  in  Twenty-Five  degrees.  This  is  as  perfectly 
well  known  as  any  thing  on  earth  could  be.  Possessed  of  this  Rite  of  Here- 
dom,  which  had  ceased  to  be  worked  in  the  United  States,  he  organized  in  Oc- 
tober, 1837,  at  New  York,  a  Sovereign  Grand  Consistory  of  Supreme  Chiefs  of 
Exalted  Masonry,  v>f  the  Ancient  Scottish  Rite  of  Heredom,  for  the  United 
States  of  America,  their  Territories  and  Dependencies." 

In  reply  to  this,  we  would  only  state  the  well  known  fact, 
that  Joseph  Cerneau  did  have  the  33d  degree  ;  that  he 
conferred  the  same  on  many  brethren ;  that  as  soon  as  a 
sufficient  number  was  elevated  to  that  degree  he  formed  a 
Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  the  33d  and  last  degree,  which  Supreme 
Council  was  advertised  in  their  first  Annuary.  Again,  in 
1812-13-14-15  and  16,  the  last  named  Annuary  being  fuller 
than  the  former  ones.  They  continued  the  Annuary  up  to 
1827,  when  the  Council  and  Consistory  adjourned  sine  die. 

All  those  Brethren  who  have  received  that  degree  from  his 
hands,  directly,  or  through  his  successors,  have  always  been 
acknowledged  and  recognized,  as  33d,  by  the  Sup.  Coun- 
cils of  France,  Belgium,  Brazil,  New  Grenada,  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  South  America.  The  list  is  a  long  one, 
and  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  names.  Those  who  have 
been  elevated  to  the  33d  degree,  in  the  Cerneau  Sup.  Coun- 
cil, up  to  1863,  have  always  been  satisfied  that  the}'  were 
correct,  and,  after  the  union  of   the    Hayes  and  Eaymond 
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Councils,  found  no  difference  in  the  degree  which  they  had 
received  and  the  degree  conferred  by  the  Soy.  Gr.  Com- 
mander Raymond. 

But  the  question  may  properly  be  asked  here,  "  "What 
does  the  III.  Bro.  Pike  mean  by  the  33d  degree?"  No 
other  answer  can  be  given,  that  we  are  aware  of  than  this, 
although  on  our  part,  a  mere  supposition,  viz.  :  The  Secret 
Constitutions  are  the  basis,  in  his  judgement,  of  the  33d 
degree,  and  all  who  receive  that  degree,  solemnly  obligate 
themselves  to  receive,  support,  and  abide  by  that  instrument. 
He  that  does  not  do  this,  has  not  received  the  33d  degree, 
but  is  "  Spurious,"  "  Clandestine,"  "  Illegal,"  a  "  Fraud,"  etc. 

Joseph  Cerneau,  and  his  body,  denied  the  authenticity  of 
the  Secret  Constitutions  of  1786,  in  consequence  of  which, 
that  portion  of  the  obligation  was  stricken  out.  Hence, 
the  quarrels  and  difficulties  which  have  occurred  up  to  the 
present  time. 

III.  Bro.  Raymond,  in  his  first  address,  after  the  forma- 
tion of  his  Council,  remarks : 

Extract,  see  page  00. 

This  is  the  doctrine  which  is  believed  in,  and  supported, 
by  all  the  Councils  which  have  adopted  the  Secret  Consti- 
tutions of  1786  (without  amendments),  but  it  is  not  now,  nor 
has  it  ever  been,  the  doctrine  of  the  Cerneau  body,  or  the 
Cerneau  members.  They  have  always  viewed  such  doctrines 
as  hurtful  in  their  tendency — not  adapted  to  the  form  of 
Government  and  Constitution  under  which  we  live,  and 
should- be  abrogated  altogether. 

III.  Bro.  Pike  states  much  concerning  Henry  C.  Atwood 
which  needs  not  notice  here,  but  he  makes  mention  of  the 
Author  of  this  History,  "  as  having  received  the  degrees 
from  Abram  Jacobs  in  1825— and  that  Dr.  Folger  will  not 
deny  it." 

•  The  above  is  perfectly  correct.  He  has  never  denied  it, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  has  spoken  of  it,  freely  and  publicly,  in 
and  out  of,  Lodges,  Chapters,  Encampments,  and  the  Sup. 
Council,  of  which  he   is,  at   present,    a   member,   and   has 
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been  since  1851.  A  detailed  account  of  the  whole  transac- 
tion, with  all  the  names  connected  with  it,  has  been  pub- 
lished some  years  since,  in  his  "  Recollections  of  Masonry," 
from  the  year  1824  to  the  year  1860,  which  will  shortly  be 
published  in  a  book  form.  The  Author  has  never  denied  it 
to  an}7  person  in  the  world,  when  questioned  about  the 
matter. 


We  shall  now  continue  the  history  of  the  United  Council 
up  to  the  time  of  its  dissolution,  and  the  erection  upon  its 
ruins  of  the  resuscitated  Raymond  Council,  and  the  history 
of  this  latter  Council  down  to  its  Union  with  the  Van  Rens- 
selaer Council  in  1867. 

New  York,  Thursday,  April  16,  1863. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Council  met  this  day,  at  two  o'clock 
p.  m.,  and  was  opened  in  the  usual  form  by  the  M.\P.\Sov.\ 
Grand  Commander,  Edmund  B.  Hayes,  assisted  by 

111. '.Simon  W.  Robinson,  1st  Lieut.-. Gr.\  Commander. 
George  M.  Randall,  Grand  Minister  of  State. 
Daniel  Sickles,  Grand  Secretary  General  H.'.M'. 
Henry  C.  Banks,  Grand  Marshal  General  H..E.'. 
Aaron  P.  Hughes,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
John  Innes,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
Peter  Lawson,  Grand  Expert  Introductor. 

The  Committee  on  Alterations  and  Amendments  to  the  Constitutions  then 
made  the  following  report  : 

That  Title  I,  Article  1,  be  so  amended  as  to  read,  after  the  word  111.-., 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  and  twenty-four  Active  Members,  who  shall,  &c. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Title  I.  Article  17,  be  so  amended  that  the  fee  for  the  thirty-third  degree 
shall  be  fifty  dollars. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

And  also  recommended  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  all  funds  now  in  the  hands  of  this  Body,  or  to  come  thereto, 
exceeding  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  three 
Trustees,  to  be  appointed  by  the  M.\P.\Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  by  them 
to  be  deposited  in  their  names  as  such  Trustees,  in  such  savings  bank  as  they' 
may  elect,  to  be  drawn  therefrom  by  a  vote  of  this  Body  only. 

Resolved,  That  the  111. -.Grand  Secretary  General  shall  receive  from  time  to 
time  such  sums  as  the  Supreme  Council  shall  vote  him  for  his  services  as 
Grand  Secretary  General  H.-.E.  \ 
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Resolved,  That  the  sura  of  two  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  to  purchase 
rituals  of  the  A. -.and  A. -.Rite,  now  being  prepared  by  Macoy  &  Sickels,  under 
the  supervision  of  111. -.Bros.  •.Hates  and  McClenachan. 

All  of  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  appointment  of  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General  for  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  referred  to  the  M.  -.P. \Sov.  -.Grand  Commander,  with  power. 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  and  authorized  to  receive  the  effects  of  the 
late  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  as 
per  Articles  of  Consolidation. 

The  M.  •.  So  v. -.Grand  Commander  was  clothed  with  discretionary  powers  to 
confer  the  degrees  of  the  A. -.and  A. '.Rite  during  the  recess  of  the  Supreme 
Council. 

The  M. -.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  then  appointed  111. -.Bros. -.H.  C.  Banks, 
John  Innes  and  C.  T.  McClenachan,  Trustees  for  this  Supreme  Council. 


June  6th,  1863.— The  M. -.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander  stated  to  the  111.-. 
Brethren  that  he  had  convened  them  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  to  con- 
fer the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  upon 
111. -.Prince  Zenas  C.  Priest,  and  accordingly  directed  Ill.-.Bro.-.H.  C.  Banks, 
Acting  Master  of  Ceremonies,  to  introduce  111. -.Prince  Priest. 

The  Ill.-.Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  then  presented  the  111. -.Prince,  who 
received  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  A. -.and  A. -Rite  in  due  form. 

After  which  addresses  were  delivered  by  111. -.Bros. -.Simons,  Lewis,  Paige 
and  Banks. 


September  2d,  1863. — The  M.-. P.-.Sov.  -.Grand  Commander  then  read  and 
submitted  his  annual  address  and  report,  as  follows  : 

Ill.-.Brethren  and  Sublime  Princes  : 

Our  grateful  acknowledgements  are  due  to  Him  who  dwelleth  between  the 
Cherubim,  for  the  manifold  blessings  and  comforts  which  in  His  infinite 
beneficence  He  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  us  during  the  last  past  year, 
and  for  permission  to  again  assemble  in  our  sacred  asylum  on  the  occasion  of 
our  annual  Conclave. 

As  the"  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  render  to  you  an  account  of  my  stewardship,  and  whatever  else  has 
transpired  in  our  beloved  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  for  the  last  year,  and  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  the  interests  of  our  Rite  may  require. 

My  first  official  act  during  the  recess  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  was 
the  appointment,  on  the  tenth  day  of  November  last,  of  our  HI.  \Bro.\ Clin- 
ton F.  Paige,  of  Binghamton.  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
as  our  District  Deputy  Inspector  General  for  this  State,  and  a  few  days  after 
I  received  a  communication  from  him,  enclosing  applications  for  charters  for 
a  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  Chapter  of  Rose 
Croix,  and  a  Consistory  of  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  all  under  the  dis- 
tinctive title  of  Central  City,  to  be  located  at  Syracuse.  N.  Y. 
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The  necessary  information  was  immediately  forwarded  to  111. -.Bro. -.Paige, 
and  the  result  of  his  labors  will  he  made  known  to  you  in  his  official  report. 

About  the  middle  of  last  year,  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  having  voted 
the  thirty-third  degree  to  Sublime  Princes  Richard  M.  Barker,  William 
Ellison,  William  F.  Knowles,  Nicholas  Hathaway,  John  F.  Currier, 
Richard  F.  Spofford,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  W.  Lawrence,  all  members  of  the 
Grand  Consistory  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
November  last,  accompanied  by  our  111. -.Bro. -.Henry  J.  Seymour,  I  proceeded 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  on  the  following  day  elevated  the  above-named 
Brethren  to  that  sublime  and  superior  degree. 

In  December  last,  at  a  special  session  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  a 
committee,  consisting  of  the  111. -.Grand  Secretary  General  and  Grand  Com- 
mander, were  appointed  on  the  condition  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  in 
the  United  States. 

Your  Committee,  after  careful  investigation  of  the  arduous  duties  assigned 
them,  and  learning  with  pleasure  that  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the 
Northern  District  and  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  over  which  111.  -.Bro.  \ 
Edward  A.  Raymond  presided,  whose  Grand  East  was  at  Boston,  was  desirous, 
as  was  our  Supreme  Grand  Council,  that  the  difficulties  so  long  existing  in 
our  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  should  be  healed,  and  union  and  harmony 
reign  supreme  in  our  beloved  Order,  your  committee  proceeded  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  from  an  interview  had  with  a  number  of  the  members  of  said 
Supreme  Grand  Council,  became  convinced,  as  did  our  111. -.Brethren  of  Boston, 
that  a  union  of  the  two  Bodies  be  had  upon  a  just  and  honorable  basis. 

With  this  object  in  view,  your  committee  returned  to  New  York,  and  at  a 
special  session  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  111. -.Bro. -.Banks  was  added  to 
your  committee,  who  were  empowered  to  act  in  the  premises. 

Accordingly,  on  the  seventh  day  of  February,  your  committee  visited  the 
city  of  Boston,  where,  meeting  with  a  similar  committee,  consisting  of  Illus- 
trious Brothers  Edward  A.  Raymond,  Lucius  R.  Paige  and  Geokge  M. 
Randall,  Articles  of  Consolidation  were  solemnly  entered  into  between  the 
contracting  parties,  and  I  am  most  happy  to  announce  that  the  two  Supreme 
Grand  Councils  were  united  under  the  title  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of 
the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  their  Territories  and  Dependencies. 

By  the  sixth  Article  of  Consolidation,  the  number  of  Active  Members  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Council  was  increased  to  seventeen,  thereby  creating  eight 
new  offices. 

By  the  seventh  Article  of  Consolidation,  the  position  of  Sovereign  Assistant 
Grand  Commander  was  conferred  on  Illustrious  Edward  A.  Raymond,  in 
recognition  of  his  long  and  distinguished  services  in  our  Rite. 

On  the  first  day  of  March,  I  issued  a  circular  letter  to  the  various  subordinate 
Bodies  in  our  jurisdiction,  advising  them  of  the  consolidation  of  the  two 
Supreme  Grand  Councils,  and  of  the  increase  of  the  number  of  officers.  What 
action  has  been  had  by  them,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  the  final  ratification  of  the  union  of  the  two 
Bodies   was  consummated   at  our  Grand  East,  at  which  session   the  officers 
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were  installed  in  their  respective  positions,  and  proclaimed  and  saluted  as 
such. 

Previous  to  the  closing  of  the  session,  our  111. -.Bro. -.John  L.  Lewis,  Jr., 
was  unanimously  elected  as  Grand  Orator  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council, 
Ill.\Bro. -.Leveridge  having  resigned  that  position  a  short  time  previous. 

On  the  twenty-second  day  of  April,  I  was  introduced  to  Sir  Knight  William 
James  Bury  Macleod  Moore,  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  British  army,  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  for  Canada,  and  Past  Senior 
Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  Bro. -.Moore  being  very 
anxious  to  receive  the  degrees  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  and  of 
organizing  Bodies  of  the  same  throughout  the  Canadas,  and  coming  strongly 
recommended  by  a  number  of  our  Illustrious  Brethren,  and  conceiving  it  to 
be  for  the  best  interest  of  our  Order  that  the  different  Bodies  of  our  Rite  should 
be  there  established,  I  conferred  on  him  the  degrees  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-third,  placed  in  his  hand  copies  of  our  Ritual,  and  appointed  him 
District  Deputy  Inspector  for  the  Canadas. 

I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  confer  the 
degrees  of  our  Rite  upon  a  constitutional  number  of  Brethren  of  Canada, 
recommended  by  our  Illustrious  Brother  Moore,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  said  place.  Although  not  having  corre- 
sponded with  our  111. -.Bro.  -.Moore  on  this  subject,  still  if  such  could  be  done 
(and  I  have  no  doubt  it  can)  it  would  be  a  great  source  of  gratification,  not 
only  to  111.  ".Brethren  of  Canada,  but  to  every  member  of  our  Supreme  Council. 

I  entertain  the  most  sanguine  hopes  that  the  establishment  of  the  same 
would  redound  to  the  prosperity  of  our  beautiful  and  beloved  Rite,  and 
enhance  the  dignity  and  standing  of  our  Supreme  Council. 

By  Articles  of  Consolidation  of  the  two  Bodies,  as  every  and  all  their  acts 
were  confirmed  and  ratified,  and  as  the  late  Supreme  Grand  Council  over 
which  111. '.Bio. '.Edward  A.  Raymond  had  the  honor  to  preside  had  voted 
the  thirty-third  degree  to  Sublime  Prince  Edward  Eddy,  a  member  of  Cos- 
mopolitan Consistory  of  this  city,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  assisted 
by  111. -.Bros.-.  Charles  T.  McClenachan  and  Henry  C.  Banks,  the  latter 
named  Brother  acting  as  Secretary  General,  pro  tern.,  I  elevated  the  above 
Sublime  Prince  to  that  high  grade. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  being  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass.,  assisting 
the  Consistory  in  conferring  the  degrees  of  our  Rite,  I  was  introduced  to 
Sublime  Prince  Oliver  H.  Phillips,  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  who  gave  me  a  very 
pressing  invitation  to  visit  that  city.  I  complied  with  his  request,  and  in  the 
evening,  accompanied  by  111.  \Bro.\ Aaron  P.  Hughes,  was  introduced  to, 
and  pleasantly  entertained  by,  a  number  of  prominent  Masons  of  said  State, 
who  seemed  to  be  very  anxious  to  receive  the  degrees  and  petition  for  a  war- 
rant of  constitution  for  a  Grand  Consistory. 

Upon  consulting  with  111. -.Bro. -.Hughes,  the  following  evening  was  named 
for  said  meeting,  at  which  time  I  conferred  the  degrees  up  to  and  including 
the  thirty-second  (32d),  on  nineteen  (19)  Brethren.  After  they  had  subscribed 
to  the  oath  of  fealty  and  allegiance,  I  received  their  petition  for  a  warrant. 

On  the  second  day  of  May,  accompanied  by  111. -.Bro. -.Hughes,  I  visited  the 
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city  of  Manchester  and  conferred  the  degrees  upon  seven  other  Brethren, 
making  in  all  twenty -six  (26).  Among  the  number  at  Manchester  was  Sir 
Knight  Edward  W.  Harrington,  who,  by  the  recommendation  of  Ill.\Bro.\ 
Hughes,  I  appointed  District  Deputy  Inspector  General  for  said  State,  after 
having  elevated  him  to  tbe  grade  necessary  for  that  position. 

On  tbe  fifth  day  of  May,  I  visited  the  city  of  Boston,  and  conferred  the 
thirty- third  degree  on  Edwin  C.  Bailey,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Consistory 
of  Massachusetts,  that  high  grade  having  been  voted  him  by  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction,  previous  to  the  Union. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  May,  accompanied  by  111. -.Bro. -.William  Ellison, 
our  District  Deputy  for  Massachusetts,  I  visited  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  con- 
ferred the  degrees  on  Sir  Knights  William  B.  Blanding  and  Thos.  A.  Doyle. 
Bro. -.Doyle  being  strongly  recommended  by  our  Brethren,  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  more  especially  by  111. -.Bro. -.Ellison,  as  being  worthy  of  the 
honors  of  the  thirty-third  degree  and  the  position  of  District  Deputy  for 
said  State,  and  believing  it  to  be  for  the  general  interest  of  our  Order,  I  con- 
ferred on  him  that  high  grade  and  appointed  him  to  that  high  and  exalted 
position,  and  placed  in  his  hands  a  blank  petition  for  a  Grand  Consistory 
Warrant. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  May,  I  conferred  the  degree  on  His  Excellency 
Joseph  A.  Gilmore,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  also  Nathaniel 
Hall,  of  Hooksett,  both  Brethren  subscribing  to  the  oath  of  fealty  and  alle- 
giance, and  signing  the  petition  for  said  State. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  I  conferred  the  thirty-third 
degree  on  Sublime  Prince  John  K.  Hall,  111. -.Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Grand  Consistory  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  that  high  grade  having  been 
voted  him  previous  to  the  union  of  the  two  Supreme  Councils. 

On  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  I  received  a  communication  from  Sublime 
Prince  William  B.  Blanding,  of  Providence,  requesting  me  to  visit  said  city, 
as  a  constitutional  number  of  Master  Masons  were  very  anxious  to  receive 
the  degrees  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Grand  Consistory  for  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  I  visited  Providence,  and,  assisted  by 
our  111. -.Bro.  \Wm.  Field,  I  conferred  the  degrees  on  nineteen  (19)  Master 
Masons,  and  after  they  had  subscribed  to  the  oath  of  fealty  and  allegiance, 
I  received  their  petition  for  a  Warrant  of  Constitution,  and  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  the  month,  assisted  by  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Council  and  a  large  delegation  of  Sublime  Princes  from  Boston,  Mass.,  the  new 
and  beautiful  Masonic  hall,  at  Providence,  was  consecrated,  the  Grand  Con- 
sistory inaugurated,  and  its  officers  duly  installed  and  proclaimed. 

On  the  following  day,  I  visited  111. -.Bro. -.Lucius  R.  Paige,  of  Cambridge- 
port,  Mass.,  and  received  from  him  what  books  and  papers  were  in  his  posses- 
sion relating  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction, 
which,  by  the  fourth  article  of  consolidation,  all  properties  of  whatever  nature, 
kind  or  description  belonging  to  the  parties  hereto,  or  either  of  them,  were 
declared  to  be  vested  in  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  for  the  United  States  of 
America. 
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On  the  sixth  day  of  June,  the  name  of  ZenasC.  Priest,  Sublime  Prince  of 
the  Royal  Secret,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  was  presented  for  the  honors  of  the  thirty-third  degree.  Bro.\ 
Priest  being  very  highly  recommended  by  111. -.Bro. -.John  L.  Lewis,  Jr.,  our 
Grand  Orator,  also  111. -.Bro. -.Clinton  F.  Paige,  our  District  Deputy  Inspector, 
I  called  a  special  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  and  invested  him 
with  the  secrets  of  that  high  grade. 

About  the  twelfth  of  June,  I  received  a  pressing  invitation  to  visit  the  town 
of  Chambersburg,  Penn.,  in  reference  to  matters  relating  to  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Rite,  from  the  tenor  of  which  I  was  prone  to  believe  that  different 
bodies  of  our  Order  might  be  established  in  said  place. 

I  immediately  responded  to  the  call,  and  in  company  with  111. -.Bro.-. 
Sickels  visited  said  place  ;  and  have  no  doubt  Bodies  of  our  Rite  could  have 
been  established  there,  had  it  not  been  for  the  high  state  of  excitement  in  con- 
sequence of  the  expected  raid  of  General  Jenkins,  of  the  rebel  army,  which 
was  made  manifest  on  the  second  day  of  our  arrival  by  a  visitation  of  twelve 
hundred  of  his  cavaliy,  in  the  dead  hour  of  night. 

The  place  being  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  of  course  all  business  was  sus- 
pended, and  we  detained  as  prisoners  until  he  evacuated  the  town,  which 
occurred  two  days  after  ;  embracing  the  opportunity  we  returned  to  New 
York. 

On  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  the  Grand  Consistory  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  was  inaugurated,  and  its  officers  installed,  at  the  city  of  Nashua, 
111. -.Bro. -.Edwin  C.  Bailey,  of  Boston,  presiding.  It  was  ray  intention  to 
have  been  present  on  that  occasion,  and  to  have  taken  part  in  those 
beautiful  and  interesting  ceremonies  ;  but  having  been  detained  at  Chambers- 
burg, Penn.,  in  company *with  111. -.Bro. -.Sickels,  and  returning  to  New  York 
on  the  day  of  inauguration,  I  was  unable  so  to  do  ;  but  learned  that  after  the 
ceremonies  were  concluded,  the  Brethren  by  invitation  sat  down  and  partook 
of  a  splendid  banquet  gotten  up  by  Sublime  Prince  Chase.  Nothing  trans- 
pired to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  occasion,  the  Brethren  returning  to  their 
respective  homes  well  pleased  with  their  day's  entertainment. 

On  the  seventh  and  tenth  days  of  June,  I  elevated  to  the  grade  of  thirty- 
third  degree,  Sublime  Princes  J.  H.  Hobart  Ward  and  Nicholas  Mickels, 
who  had  been  voted  that  degree  at  a  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council  of 
Boston.    . 

In  the  month  of  June,  I  received  a  communication  from  Ill.-.Bro.-.LAWsoN, 
of  Lowell,  Mass.,  in  reference  to  the  organization  of  a  Grand  Consistory  for 
the  State  of  Wisconsin.  I  thereupon  visited  Bro.-.LAWSON,  who  kindly  and 
fraternally  placed  me  in  possession  of  the  necessary  information,  as  also 
letters  of  introduction  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  Masons  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin.  And  having  myself  received  a  letter  from  Bro. -.Henry  L. 
Palmer,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  requesting 
me  to  visit  him  for  that  purpose,  the  Brethren  of  Wisconsin  being  so  highly 
recommended  by  111. -.Bro. -.Lawson,  and  a  number  of  Sublime  Princes  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  accompanied  by  111. -.Bro. -.Sickels,  I  set  out  for 
the  city  of  Milwaukee,  where  I  arrived  on  the  fifth  day  of  August,  and  on  the 
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three  following  days,  I  conferred  the  degrees  on  twenty-nine  Brethren,  who 
subscribed  to  the  oath  of  fealty  and  allegiance,  and  to  a  petition  of  a  Warrant 
of  Constitution  ;  and  being  desirous  to  be  inaugurated  and  installed,  as  a 
majority  of  the  members  were  residents  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  on 
the  tenth  of  the  month,  the  beautiful  and  interesting  ceremonies  of  consecra- 
tion and  inauguration  were  performed  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  present. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies  the  Brethren  partook  of  a  splendid 
banquet,  at  the  Newhall  House. 

Previous  to  the  inauguration  of  the  Grand  Consistory.  I  elevated  to  the 
grade  of  thirty-third  degree,  Sublime  Prince  Henry  L.  Palmer,  and  appointed 
him  District  Deputy  for  said  State.  I  also  conferred  the  degree  on  Sublime 
Prince  Alvin  B.  Alden,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  William  T. 
Palmer,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  same,  also  on  Melvin  L.  Youngs,  Grand 
Lecturer,  Jared  W.  Crippen  and  Samuel  F.  Greeley,  Sublime  Princes. 

Lafayette  Sovereign  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  located  in  this  cit)',  has  been 
working  under  a  warrant  granted  by  the  Sovereign  Grand  Consistory  in  the 
year  1824,  to  111.-.  Bros.-.  Oliver  M.  Lownds,  Garret  Morgan,  Henry 
Marsh,  W.  T.  Hunter,  Mariano  Valasques  and  William  H.  Wetmore, 
said  warrant  having  been  issued  previous  to  the  establishment  of  Lodges  of 
Perfection  and  Councils  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  under  the  organization  of 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Consistory,  and  giving  them  power  to  confer  the 
degrees  up  to  and  including  the  Rose  Croix,  which  is  in  violation  of  our  Grand 
Constitutions  of  the  year  1862,  which  expressly  say,  Chapters  of  Rose  Croix 
shall  have  power  to  confer  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  degrees  only.  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  warrant  be  issued  in  accordance  with 
the  Grand  Constitutions,  free  of  charge,  and  the  old  warrant  deposited  in  the 
Archives  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council.  • 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  a  resolution  was  passed, 
empowering  the  Trustees  to  receive  all  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
exceeding  $50.00,  and  to  deposit  the  same  in  some  savings  bank  or  institution, 
to  be  drawn  out  only  by  a  vote  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council. 

The  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  and  Sovereign  Grand  Consistory 
will  remember  that  three  Grand  Consistories  have  been  received  into  the 
sisterhood  of  these  eminent  Bodies  during  the  last  year,  and  consequently, 
very  heavy  expenses  have  been  incurred  by  officers  of  the  Supreme  Council  in 
visiting  the  different  States  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  same,  and  before 
the  next  annual  session  of  the  Supreme  Council  I  have  no  doubt  petitions 
will  be  received  for  the  organization  of  these  Bodies  in  the  States  of  Vermont, 
Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Michigan,  and  to  institute  said  Bodies  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  111. -.Brother  empowered  to  act  to  have  the  where- 
withal to  meet  the  expenses  of  visiting  those  States  :  as  the  resolution  now 
reads,  it  is  impossible  so  to  do  without  a  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council ;  I 
would  therefore  recommend  that  the  resolution  be  so  amended  as  to  enable  the 
Brother  appointed  to  act  in  the  premises. 

During  the  recess  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  I  have  received  for  con- 
ferring the  degrees,  »p  to  and  including  the  thirty-third,  and  for  patents,  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  ($2,155.) 
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The  expenses  incurred  for  myself  and  associates  in  traveling  through  differ- 
ent States  for  that  purpose,  have  been  seven  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars  and 
seventy-seven  cents  ($799.77).  The  balance  ($1,355.03),  with  the  petitions 
for  said  Bodies,  as  also  the  books  and  papers  received  from  111. -.Lucius  R.  Paige, 
have  been  delivered  to  the  Grand  Secretary  General. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  and 
Sovereign  Grand  Consistory,  that  the  utmost  harmony  prevails  among  the 
members  of  our  Order  throughout  our  jurisdiction. 

At  no  time  since  the  establishment  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  on  this 
continent  has  it  been  in  such  a  healthy  and  flourishing  condition  as  at  present. 
At  no  time  have  its  members  increased  so  rapidly  as  since  the  union  of  the  two 
Bodies.  We  have  in  this  jurisdiction  six  Grand  Consistories,  viz.  :  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire  and  Wisconsin. 
New  York  as  yet  has  none,  but  as  there  are  three  subordinate  Consistories  in 
our  State,  two  located  in  this  city  and  one  at  Syracuse,  I  would  advise  a 
convention  be  called  of  the  members  of  said  Bodies,  and  such  measures  taken 
as  will  speedily  ensure  the  organization  of  a  Grand  Consistory. 

I  sincerely  hope  and  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  each  and 
every  State  in  our  jurisdiction  shall  have  its  Grand  Consistory  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Subordinate  Bodies  located  therein. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  in  this  great  city  of  New  York,  the  Grand 
Orient  of  this  Supreme  Grand  Council,  we  are  not  in  possession  of  a  suitable 
hall  in  which  to  hold  our  annual  sessions,  and  especially  for  the  meetings  of 
our  Subordinate  Bodies,  without  which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  diffuse 
and  disseminate  the  beautiful  teachings  laid  down  in  the  rituals  of  our  time- 
honored  institutions. 

I  hope  and  trust  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  will  take  this  matter  into 
consideration,  and  if  the  Treasury  will  admit  (of  which  I  have  no  doubt 
from  its  increase  during  the  past  year),  appoint  a  suitable  committee,  em- 
powering them  to  rent  and  decorate,  in  an  appropriate  manner,  rooms  for  the 
use  of  this  Supreme  Council.  In  so  doing  it  can  be  rented  to  the  Subordinate 
Bodies  in  the  city,  where  all  can  meet  and  be  under  one  fold,  when  the 
beautiful  teachings  of  our  Rite  may  be  exemplified  in  such  manner  as  will 
redound  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  territories  and  dependencies. 

Brethren,  do  not  close  this  session  without  some  action  being  had  in  the 
matter. 

Since  the  recess  of  the  Supreme  Council,  numerous  applications  have  been 
made  to  the  Secretary  General  for  diplomas  of  the  several  grades  in  pocket- 
book  form.  I  would  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  empowered 
to  procure  a  suitable  design  for  the  use  of  the  members  throughout  our  juris- 
diction, which  would  also  increase  our  revenue  to  a  very  great  extent. 

The  111. -.Brethren  will  bear  in  mind  there  is  no  amendatory  clause  to  our 
Grand  Constitutions  ;  consequently,  they  can  be  altered  or  revised  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Body.  I  would  recommend  that  a  suitable  article  be  added  to 
obviate  the  same. 

As  the  business  of  our  Supreme  Grand  Council  has  been  largely  increased 
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during  the  last  year,  and  must  of  necessity  so  continue,  as  the  different  Grand 
and  Subordinate  Bodies  spring  into  existence  in  our  jurisdiction,  it  is  necessary 
that  such  measures  be  taken  as  will  expedite  the  same. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  following  committees : 
on  Finance,  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  on  Appeals,  and  on  Printing. 

1  have  thus,  111. -.Brethren,  informed  you  of  my  official  acts  during  the  last 
year.  I  hope  and  trust  that  in  all  our  deliberations  here,  we  may  have  but 
one  object  in  view — to  please  each  other,  to  be  as  a  unit  in  all  our  acts ;  and 
may  the  session  redound  to  the  prosperity  of  our  Rite.  May  the  Grand 
Architect  of  the  Universe  smile  upon  our  efforts,  and  bless  all  our  labors  with 
success. 

Sept.  2d,  1863. — 111.  -.Br o.  \ Doyle  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  111.-.  he  and  they  are 

hereby  t  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare,  and,  with  the  approval  of  the 
M. -.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  to  issue,  at  as  early  date  as"  practicable,  a 
condensed  statement  of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  recent  attempt  of  certain 
parties  residing  in  a  State  within  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Council,  to  organize  a  Council  of  Sovereign  Inspectors  General,  in  opposition 
to  the  authority  of  this  Body. 


Oct.  19th,  1864.— 111. -.Bro.-.H.  J.  Seymour  then  introduced  Ill.-.Bro.-.  L. 
Baron  A.  Hugo  de  Bulow,  the  Grand  Representative  of  this  Supreme  Council 
near  the  Supreme  Council  of  France,  who  was  received  with  the  honors  due 
his  rank. 


Oct.  20th,  1864. — Your  Committee  on  Nominations,  to  whom  were  referred 
various  names  for  the  grade  of  Deputy  Inspector  General  and  others  for 
Active  Membership  in  this  Supreme  Council,  having  considered  the  matter 
referred,  would  report,  submitting  the  following  names  for  Active  Membership 
in  the  Supreme  Council : 

Ill.-.Bro. -.Henry  L.  Palmer,  of  Wisconsin. 

Thomas  J.  Corson,  of  New  Jersey. 

Geo.  W.  Bentley,  of  Massachusetts. 

Aaron  King,  of  New  Hampshire. 

William  R.  Higby,  of  Connecticut. 

Clinton  F.  Paige,  of  New  York. 


Oct.  21,  1864. — The  111. -.Grand  Secretary  then  offered  his  resignation  as 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  111. -.2d  Lieutenant  Grand  Commander,  H.  Thompson,  offered  his  resig- 
nation of  office. 

The  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  then  proceeded,  in  accordance  with 
the  amended  Constitutions,  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  three 
years. 
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Active  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  present — 
111. -.Simon  W.  Robinson,  111. -.Chas.  T.  McClenachan, 

Hopkins  Thompson,  Peter  Lawson, 

John  L.  Lewis,  John  Innes, 

Lucius  R.  Paige,  Henry  L.  Palmer, 

Daniel  Sickels,  Geo.  W.  Bentley, 

Robert  E.  Roberts,  Aaron  King, 

Harry  J.  Seymour,  Clinton  F.  Paige. 

The  following  officers  were  then  duly  elected  : 

111. -.Edmund  B.  Hayes,  M.-.P.-.Sov.-. Grand  Commander. 
John  L.  Lewis,  1st  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander. 
Lucius  R.  Paige,  Grand  Orator. 
Daniel  Sickels,  Grand  Secretary  General  H.\E.\ 
George  W.  Bentley,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Henry  C.  Banks,  Grand  Marshal  General. 
Chas.  T.  McClenachan,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
John  Innes,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
William  Field,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


New  York,  December  20,  1864. 
The  Supreme  Grand  Council  met  this  day,  and  was    opened    in  the  usual 
form  by  the  M.-.P.-.Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  Edmund  B.  Hayes,  assisted  by 

111. -.Henry  C.  Banks,  Grand  Marshal  General  E.\E.\ 
Chas.  T.  McClenachan,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
John  Innes,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
Peter  Lawson,   Active  Member. 
Robert  E.  Roberts,  Active  Member. 
William  Ellison,  Deputy  Inspector  General,  33°. 
Hugh  Gardner,         "  "  " 

J.  H.  H.  Ward,         "  "  " 

The  Supreme  Council  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  111. -.Grand  Com- 
mander, who  stated  that  this  special  meeting  had  been  called  by  him  in  con- 
sequence of  the  large  amount  of  business  that  had  been  left  unattended  to  by 
the  Body  at  its  annual  session. 

The  Secretary  General,  111.  -.Bro.  \ Daniel  Sickels,  being  absent,  the  Grand 
Commander  appointed  111. -.Bro. \C.  T.  McClenachan  Secretary  General  pro 
tern. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  granting 
the  thirty- third  grade  to  John  G.  Case,  S.-.P.  \R.  \S.  \,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Report  received,  and  ballot  ordered  immediately,  which  resulted  in  electing 
Bro. -.Case  to  the  grade  of  Deputy  Inspector  General. 

On  motion,  it  was  then  determined  by  the  Grand  Body,  that  if  any  Sub- 
lime Prince  were  in  waiting  for  the  grade  of  thir ty- third .  who  had  been 
elected,  the  degree  should  be  conferred  before  proceeding  with  other  business. 

Sublime  Princes  Samuel  C  Lawrence  and  John  G.  Case,  both  of  Massachu- 
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setts,  being  in  waiting,  were  then  introduced  in  due  form,  and  fully  received, 
constituted  and  acknowledged  Deputy  Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty-third 
and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  and  instructed  and  pro- 
claimed as  such,  being  greeted  with  the  Grand  Honors. 


Dec.  20th,  1864. — 111. -.Bro. -.William  Ellison  resigned  his  position  as  Dep- 
uty for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  111.*. Bro. -.Samuel  C.  Law- 
rence was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

111. -.Bro. -.John  Sheville  was  appointed  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Ill.-.Bro.-.ORRiN  Welch  was  appointed  Deputy  for  the  State  of  New  York. 


Sept.  11th,  1865.—  111. -.Bro.-. C.  T.  McClenachan,  33p,  preferred  a  charge, 
with  three  specifications,  of  the  violation  of  sundry  obligations  by  Henry  J. 
Seymour,  33°,  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  as  set  forth  in  the  ritual  of 
the  degrees. 

The  charge  and  specifications  were  read  in  the  presence  of  the  Sov. -.Grand 
Commander  and  Inspector  General  present. 

111. -.Bro.-. Henry  C.  Banks,  33°,  moved  that  the  charge  and  specifications  be 
referred  to  a  commission,  which  was  carried,  and  the  Sov. -.Grand  Commander 
announced  111. -.Bros. -.Henry  C.  Banks,  John  Innes  and  Hopkins  Thompson,  33°, 
said  commission  for  the  trial. 

111.  -.Bro.  \C.  T.  McClenachan,  33°,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  i— 

Resolved,  That  the  rules,  forms  and  laws  which  govern  trials  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  or  other  Masonic  Bodies,  be  designated  as 
those  to  govern  in  the  conduct  of  this  case. 

Which  was  carried. 

111. -.Bro. -.McClenachan,  on  behalf  of  D.  Sickels,  33°,  moved  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  resuming  the 
old  name,  Supreme  Council  of  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  lieu  of  the  one  at  present  adopted,  the  said  committee  to  report  at 
the  next  adjourned  meeting  of  this  Body.     Carried. 

Committee. 
111.  -.Bro. -.Sickels,  111. -.Bro.  -.McClenachan,  111.  -.Bro.  .Banks. 


Sept.  11th,  1865.— 111. -.Bro.-. Banks  moved  that  the  Sov. -.Grand  Commander 
appoint  one  or  more  delegates  to  repair  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Supreme  Council. 

Oct.  22d,  1865. — The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  resuming  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  reported  in  favor  of  resuming  said  name. 
Which  report  was,  on  motion,  received  and  unanimously  adopted. 

111. -.Bro. -.Sickels  announced  the  names  of  111.  -.Bros.  -.Lucius  R.  Paige,  of 
Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  and  Sickels,  of  New  York,  as  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  M. -.P. -.  Sov. -.Grand  Commander  to  visit  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
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Southern  Jurisdiction,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  represent  this  Body  in  said 
Supreme  Council. 


Dec.  13th,  1865. — Ill.-.Bros.-.McCLENACHAN  and  Paige  then  introduced  111/. 
Bro. -.Ebenezer  H.  Shaw,  of  California,  Sov.\ Grand  Inspector  General,  33°, 
and  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  who  was  received  in  due  form  and  seated  in  the 
East. 

The  III. '.Grand  Secretary  General  presented  the  resignation  of  M.-.P.-.Sov. \ 
Grand  Commander  Edmund  B.  Hayes  ;  which  was,  on  motion  of  111. -.Clinton  F. 
Paige,  received,  and  a  committee  of  three  appointed  to  report  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  this  Body. 

Committee. 
111.  -.Bro. \C.  F.  Paige,   111. -.Bro.  .Peter  Lawson,   Ill.-.Bro.-.D.  Sickels. 

Dec.  13th,  1865. — Ill.-.Bro. -.McClenachan  moved  that  111. -.Bro. -.Charles 
Jefferson  Haerah,  Deputy  Inspector  General,  33°.  be  appointed  the  Repre- 
sentative of  this  Supreme  Council  near  the  Supreme  Council  of  Brazil,  and 
that  the  necessary  documents  be  made  out  by  the  Grand  Secretary  General 
and  forwarded  to  111. -.Bro.-. Harrah.     Carried. 


Dec.  14th,  1865. — On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  now  proceed  to  elect  a 
Sov.-.  Grand  Commander  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Ill.-.Bro.-.  Hayes. 

111. -.Bros. -.Lawson  and  King  were  then  appointed  tellers,  and  the  111.-. 
Brethren  proceeded  to  ballot,  which  resulted  in  the  unanimous  election  of  III.*. 
Bro.  Simon  W.  Robinson,  there  being  present  a  majority  of  all  the  officers  and 
Active  Members  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

Ill.-.Bro. -.Simon  W.  Robinson  was  then  duly  installed  as  M. -.P. -.Sov. -.Grand 
Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  "United 
States,  and  was  so  proclaimed  and  received.  He  then  took  the  Chair  and 
assumed  the  Baton  of  authority. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  no  visitors  be  admitted  to  the  deliberations  of  this  Supreme 
Council  at  this  session,  except  by  special  vote. 

111. -.Bro.-.  Banks,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate 
certain  charges  and  specifications  presented  to  this  Supreme  Council  against 
Henry  J.  Seymour,  a  Past  Officer  in  this  Supreme  Council,  reported  that  they 
had  carefully  examined  the  said  charges  and  specifications  and  the  proofs 
thereof ;  that  the  aforesaid  J.  H.  Seymour  had  been  duly  notified  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  commission,  and  had  been  served  with  a  copy  of  the  charges 
and  specifications  ;  that  said  charges  and  specifications  had  been  fully  sustained  ; 
and  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Henry  J.  Seymour  be  and  is  hereby  expelled  from 
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all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry  in  every  branch  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

Signed  by  committee,  Henry  C.  Banks,  John  Innbs,  Hopkins  Thompson. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  resolution  unanimously  adopted, 
- — the  members  voting  viva  voce  by  roll  call,  beginning  with  the  junior  member 
(see  Note). 

Note. — Brother  Seymour  denied  the  right  of  this  Supreme  Council  to  try  him, 
denying  its  authority  and  legitimacy,  and  asserting  that  as  he  had  never 
belonged  to  it,  since  its  formation  in  October,  1864  (see  Ante),  it  had  no  juris- 
diction whatever  over  him.  It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  after  the  formation 
of  this  Council,  in  October,  1864,  Bro. -.Seymour  remained  away  from  the 
Supreme  Council. 

The  Committee  on  Recommendation  then  made  the  following  report  : 

That  they  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  for  the  grade  of  Deputy 
Inspector  General  the  following  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret : 

George  J.  Gardner,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

James  M.  Austin,  Grand  Secretary  Grand  Lodge,  New  York. 

William  A.  Smith,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Henry  B.  Atherton,  New  Hampshire. 

James  B.  Chaffee,  Afton,  N.  Y. 

George  W.  Washburn,  Jr.,  Wisconsin. 

J.  Clarke  Hagey,  Pennsylvania. 

Chas.  H.  White,  Boston,  Mass. 

H.  Clay  Preston,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  A.  Barney,  New  York  City. 

And  for  Active  Membership  in  this  Supreme  Council — 
J.  Clarke  Hagey,  Pennsylvania. 

And  for  Deputy  for  the  State  of  Wisconsin — 
Alvin  B.  Aloen. 

Also  for  Active  Membership  in  this  Supreme  Council — 
William  Barrett,  New  Hampshire. 

The  report  was  received,  and,  on  motion,  the  111. -.Brethren  were  balloted 
for  and  duly  elected. 

June  7th,  1866. — Committee  on  Nominations  then  presented  the' following 
report  of  names  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  this  Council : 

Rev.  H.  M.  Johnson,  D.  D..  33°,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  proposed  by  111. -.Bro. -.Hagey. 
Seymour  H.  Stone,   33°,    of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,    proposed   by    111. -.Bro. \Orrin 

Welch. 
Charles  H.  Platt,  of  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  proposed  by  111--. Bro. -.C.  F.  Paige. 
Daniel  H.  Gould,  33q,  of  Connecticut,  proposed  by  111. -.Bro.  \Higby. 
John  F.  Collins,  33°,  New  York  City. 
D.  S.  Waldron,*  proposed  by  111. -.Bro. -.Banks. 
Sidney  Hayden,  33°,  of  Pennsylvania,  proposed  by  111. -.Bro. -Lewis. 
Gregory  Satterlee,  proposed  by  111/. Bro.  Lawson,  referred  to  Committee. 


*  Referred  back  to  Committee. 
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In  pursuance  of  a  Summons  of  which  the  following  is  a  true  copy  : 

T.-.T.-.G.-.O.-.T.-.G.-.A.-.O.-.T.-.U.-. 

HEALTH,    STABILITY,    POWER. 

From  the  East  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  Sov. -.Gr.-. Ins. -.Gen.-,  of  the  thirty- 
third  and  last  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  for  the  Northern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America,  under  the  C.\C.\  of  the  Z.  •., 
near  the  B.-.B.-.,  answering  to  40°  42'  40"  N.  L.,  and  2°  0'  and  51"  E. 
Lon.,  Meridian  of  Washington  City. 

Orient  of  New  York,  Nov.  27,  1866. 
Peer  and  Bro.  \Sov.  \Gr.\Ins.  \  Gen.  \ 

You  are  hereby  summoned  to  meet  the  Sov.'.Gr.  -.Commander,  and  Brethren 
Sov.  \Gr.  -.Ins.-.Gen.-.  at  Nassau  Hall,  corner  of  Washington  and  Common 
Streets,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  Thursday,  December  13th,  at  11  o'clock, 
a.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  session  extraordinary  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  business  as  may  legally  come  before  it. 
Per  order, 

S.  W.  ROBINSON,  33p, 
M.\P.'. Sov. '.Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  for 
Northern  Jurisdiction  U.  S.  A. 
Attest :        John  F.  Currier,  33°, 

Asst.-.Gr.'.Sec.-.Gen.-.H.-.E.-. 

The  following  named  111. -.Brothers,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General 
assembled  at  Nassau  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  the  Hebrew  month  called  Tebet,  a.  \m.  \  5627,  answering  to  Thurs- 
day the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1866  : 

111. -.Simon  W.  Robinson.  111. -.John  Sheville, 

John  L.  Lewis,  Clinton  F.  Paige, 

Lucius  R.  Paige,  J.  Clarke  Hagey, 

Geo.  W.  Bentlet,  William  Barrett, 

Hexry  C.  Banks,  Aaron  King, 

C.  T.  McClenachan,  Peter  Lawson, 
William  Field, 

honorary. 

111. -.Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  111. -.Thomas  A.  Doyle, 

Richard  M.  Barker,  Wyzeman  Marshall, 

John  G.  Case,  James  H.  Freeland, 

John  F.  Currier,  Albert  H.    Goodall,   Represen- 

Israel  Hunt,  tative  of  the  Supreme  Council 

R.  M.  C.  Graham,  of  Brazil. 

111.-. Simon  W.  Robinson,  M.-.P.-. Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  being  present, 
announced  that,  consequent  upon  the  death  of  111. -.Edward  A.  Raymond,  late 
Sov. -.Grand  Commander,  he  had  succeeded  to  the  Sov.-. Grand  Commandership 
of  the  Supreme  Council,  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  thirty- 
third  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of  Freemasonry 
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for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  rights,  privileges  and  functions  of  said  office,  he  had  notified 
and  summoned  the  following  111. -.Brethren,  viz.  :  Charees  W.  Moore,  Albert 
Case,  Charles  R.  Starkweather  and  A.  B.  Young,  to  appear  before  him  in 
Council  Chamber,  and  they  having  failed  or  neglected  to  obey  said  summons, 
or  to  take  notice  thereof,  he  declared  and  proclaimed  their  seats  in  the  Supreme 
Council  to  be  vacant,  and  that  he  should  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in 
the  Supreme  Council,  pursuant  to  Articles  2  and  3  of  the  Constitutions  of  1786. 

Whereupon  the  Brethren  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  renewed  their 
Oath  of  Fealty  and  Allegiance  to  the  Sov.  -.Grand  Commander,  and  retired 
from  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  Sov. ".Grand  Commander  thereupon  associated  with  himself  111. -.Peter 
Lawson  as  Treasurer  General  of  the  H.  \E.  -.,  and  they  thereupon  concurred  in 
the  choice  of  111. -.John  L.  Lewis,  of  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.,  as  the  third  member  of 
the  Supreme  Council,  pursuant  to  said  Constitution. 

111.  -.Bro.  -.John  L.  Lewis  was  then  introduced  into  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
was  thereupon  appointed  by  the  Sov. -.Grand  Commander  his  Lieut. -.Grand 
Commander. 

The  three  111. -.Brethren  then  unanimously  made  choice  of  111. -.Lucius  R. 
Paige,  of  Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  as  the  fourth  member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

111. -.Bro. -.Lucius  R.  Paige  was  then  introduced,  and  chosen  Grand  Minister 
of  State  and  Grand  Orator. 

The  four  111.*. Brethren  then  made  choice  of  111. -.Bro. -.Clinton  F.  Paige,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  as  the  fifth  member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

111. -.Bro.-. C.  F.  Paige  was  then  introduced,  and  duly  chosen  Grand  Marshal 
General. 

The  five  111. -.Brethren  then  made  choice  of  111/. Charles  T.  McClenachan,  of 
New  York,  as  the  sixth  member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

Ill.-.Bro.-.C.  T.  McClenachan  was  then  introduced  into  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, and  duly  chosen  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

The  six  111. -.Brethren  then  made  choice  of  111.  .William  Field,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  as  the  seventh  member  of  the  Supreme  Council.  He  was  then 
introduced  into  the  Council  Chamber,  and  duly  chosen  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guard. 

The  seven  111. -.Brethren  then  made  choice  of  111. -.William  Barrett,  of 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  as  the  eighth  member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

111.  -.Bro. -.W.  Barrett  was  then  introduced  into  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
duly  chosen  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Whereupon  the  Sov. -.Grand  Commander  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed  that  the 
Supreme  Council,  33°,  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  was  fully  organized,  and  proceeded  to  install  the  officers  in  due  and 
ancient  form. 

On  motion,  the  following  amendment  to  Article  V^Sec.  1,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1786,  was  unanimously  adopted  : 
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"That  the  Active  Membership  of  this  Supreme  Council  be  raised  to  thirty 
three." 

Sec.  2  of  the  same  Article  was  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

"When  the  M.\ P. -.So v. -.Grand  Commander,  the  P. -.Lieut. -.Grand  Com- 
mander, or  three  other  officers  of  the  Council  are  present,  seven  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business." 

The  following  111. -.Brethren  were  thereupon  duly  and  successively  elected 
Active  Members  of  the  Supreme  Council,  viz  : 

111.  -.Daniel  Sickels,  111.  -.Aaron  King, 

Henry  C.  Banks,  W.  R.  Higby, 

George  W.  Bentley,  Thomas  J.  Corson, 

Hopkins  Thompson,  J.  Clarke  Hagey, 

John  Lnnes,  John  Sheville, 

George  M.  Randall,  John  F.  Currier. 
Henry  L.  Palmer, 

Such  of  the  above  named  111. -.Brethren  as  were  present  were  then  intro- 
duced into  the  Council  Chamber,  and  accepted  their  seats  in  the  Council. 

111. -.Daniel  Sickels  was  duly  chosen  Grand  Secretary  General  H.-.E. -.,  and 
111. -.John  F.  Currier  was  chosen  Assistant  Grand  Secretary  H.-.E.-. 

The  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  then  read  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

We  have  met,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  to  deliberate  on  the  present  state 
of  this  Supreme  Council,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  best  subserve  its 
interest,  and  I  rejoice  to  meet  so  many  of  you  apparently  in  the  enjoyment  of 
health  and  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  I  earnestly  pray  for  their  continuance. 
The  present  meeting  of  the  Council  has  been  called  at  the  request  of  several 
of  its  members,  and  the  business  to  be  considered  is  of  the  first  importance. 

In  the  year  1863,  and  for  many  years  previous,  there  were  two  Supreme 
Councils — the  Raymond  Council,  whose  Grand  East  was  in  Boston,  and  the 
Hayes  Council,  with  its  Grand  East  in  New  York,  both  claiming  jurisdiction. 
These  two  Councils,  to  a  certain  extent,  were  antagonistical  and  hostile  to 
each  other.  Much  of  the  strength  of  both  parties  was  wasted  in  finding  fault 
and  aiming  blows  at  each  other,  and  their  power  for  good  was  thus  paralyzed. 

This  condition  of  things  could  no  longer  be  endured,  and  it  became  a  sub- 
ject of  absorbing  solicitude  and  inquiry,  if  not  checked,  what  would  be  the 
result? 

The  affections  which  the  Order  inculcates  were  being  alienated,  and  the 
fountains  of  social  happiness  poisoned.  To  obviate  these  evils,  the  exercise 
of  the  best  faculties  of  the  mind  were  put  in  requisition  ;  negotiations  were 
commenced,  and  prosecuted  with  indefatigable  industry,  to  their  completion. 
The  fruits  of  those  negotiations  were  the  merging  of  the  two  Councils  into 
one,  and  their  constituting  a  '-Union  Council." 

Exceptions  were  taken  to  this  Union,  especially  by  the  Southern  Council, 
who,  after  a  long  and  deliberate   consideration  of  the  subject,  were   of  the 
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opinion  that  it  was  irregular,  and   therefore  decided   not  to  recognize   the 
Council. 

111.  -.Bro.  -.Pike,  whose  researches,  masonic  intelligence  and  familiar  ac- 
quaintance with  whatever  pertains  to  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Bite  gives  to 
his  opinion  almost  the  authority  of  law,  concurs  with  the  Southern  Council, 
and  he  is  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  Baymond  Council  is  not  dead,  but  its 
vital  energies  suspended  for  the  time  being;  and  the  Lieut. •Commander, 
under  the  late  E.  A.  Baymond,  succeeds  to  the  office  of  Sov.  "Grand  Commander 
of  the  only  legitimate  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction. 

To  place  ourselves  within  the  pale  of  legitimacy,  and  secure  fraternal  rela- 
tions with  the  Southern  Council  and  all  other  regular  Councils,  induced  the 
Brethren  to  dissolve  the  "  Union  Council,"  which  has  been  done  by  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  every  member. 

The  Union  Council  being  dissolved,  its  members  are  consequently  absolved 
from  the  Oath  of  Fealty,  and  may  lawfully  resuscitate  the  Baymond  Council 
and  exercise  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  functions  to  which  it  was  entitled 
previous  to  its  union  with  the  Hayes  Council. 

This  resuscitation  has  been  consummated  as  provided  in  the  2d  section  of 
Article  3  of  the  Constitution  of  1786  ;  and  proclamation  has  been  made  that 
the  Officers  have  been  regularly  appointed  and  installed,  and  the  Council  is 
now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  business  that  may  regularly 
come  before  it. 

And  now,  111. -.Brethren,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  success 
of  your  efforts  in  the  business  for  which  the  present  meeting  was  called. 
You  have  resuscitated  this  Council  from  its  dormancy,  breathed  into  it  the 
breath  of  life,  and  restored  all  the  vital  energies  with  which  it  was  originally 
invested. 

It  is  now  believed  that  every  obstacle  to  a  full  and  complete  recognition  by 
all  regular  Councils  is  removed,  and  we  may  reasonably  hope  that  this  Su- 
preme Council  will  continue  to  hold  a  high  place  in  the  scale  of  usefulness 
among  the  honored  institutions  of  the  land.     Pax  Yobiscum. 

111.-. Bro.  -.Lawson  presented  the  name  of  111.-. John  A.  Foster,  of  New  York, 
for  Active  Membership.     Which  application  was  laid  on  the  table. 

111. -.Bro. \B.  M.  C.  Graham  was  then  proposed  for  Active  Membership. 
Which  application  was  laid  on  the  table. 

111. -.Bro. -.Barrett  then  tendered  his  resignation  as  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
Which  was  accepted. 

111. -.Bro. -.Lawson  resigned  his  office  as  Grand  Treasurer.  Which  was  ac- 
cepted. 

Ill.-.Bro.-.C.  F.  Paige  resigned  his  office  as  Grand  Marshal.  Which  was 
accepted. 

111.-. Bro. \L.  B.  Paige  moved  that  111. -.Bro. -.John  Innes  be  elected  to  the 
office  of  Grand  Standard  Bearer.     Which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

111. -.Bro. -.Barrett  nominated  111. -.Bro. -.Banks  to  fill  the  position  of  Grand 
Marshal. 
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Tll.'.Bro. -.Lawson  nominated  Ill.-.Bro.-.BENTLEY  to  fill  the  position  of  Grand 
Treasurer. 

And,  upon  the  ballot  being  taken,  Ill.-.Bro.-.BENTLEY  was  unanimously 
elected  Grand  Treasurer,  and  111. -.Bro.  \H.  C.  Banks  was  unanimously  elected 
Grand  Marshal. 

Ill.-.Bro.  \L..  R.  Paige  moved  to  elect  a  second  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and 
nominated  111. -.Bro.-.  John  Sheville. 

Ill.-.Bro. -.Banks  moved  an  amendment,  to  say,  Resolved,  that  111. -.Bro.-, 
Sheville  be  elected  Grand  Lecturer. 

111.  \Bro.\L.  R.  Paige  moved  to  further  amend  (which  was  accepted),  that 
there  be  an  office  and  officer  known  as  second  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  act  as  Grand  Lecturer. 

Upon  ballot  being  taken,  111.  -.Bro.  \  John  Sheville  was  unanimously  elected 
second  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

111. *.Bro. -.Banks  moused  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  on  the 
Thursday  after  the  third  Wednesday  in  May  next,  at  12  m.,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  at  such  place  as  the  Secretary  General  may  designate.  Motion  laid  on 
the  table. 

111.  -.Bro.-.HAGEY  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Letters  Patent  and  warrant  of  authority  under  which  the 
various  Bodies  acknowledging  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the 
Northern  Jurisdiction  U.\S.\A.\,  of  which  the  following  schedule  is  a  correct 
exhibit,  with  all  certificates  of  membership  and  Letters  Patent  granted  by  said 
Body,  be  continued  and  confirmed  by  this  Supreme  Council,  for  the  benefit  of 
all  acknowledging  its  supreme  authority  in  this  jurisdiction,  viz.  :  Grand 
Consistories  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
together  with  their  subordinates. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  all  Deputies  in  the  several  States  be  continued, 
and  their  acts  confirmed. 

Ill.-.Bro. -.McClenach  an  asked,  in  behalf  of  111. -.Bro. -.Welch,  D.-.D.-.I.-. 
Gen.  -.for  the  State  of  New  York,  that  charters  be  granted  to  the  four  Bodies  at 
Corning,  N.  Y.,  at  this  session  of  the  Council. 

Ill.-.Bro. \C.  F.  Paige  stated  that  he  had  subsequently  seen  111. -.Bro. -."Welch, 
who  requested  that  the  matter  be  delayed  until  the  next  regular  session. 
Accordingly,  it  was  so  ordered. 

HI. -.Bro. -.Barrett  proposed  111. -.Horace  Chase,  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  Honorary  Grade  of  Deputy  Grand 
Inspector  General.     Which  was  duly  seconded  and  unanimously  carried. 

111. -.Bro. -.Chase  was  then  introduced,  and  the  grade  of  D.-.G. -. I.  \ G.  -.con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  proper  officers. 

111. -.Bro. -.Barrett  moved  that  a  33°  Diploma  be  presented  to  our  venerabla 
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and  beloved  Brother  Horace  Chase,  Grand  Secretary  of  the   Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Hampshire.     The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

111. -.Bro. -.Banks  stated  that  Templar  Lodge  of  Perfection,  of  New  York,  had 
been  resuscitated,  and  moved  that  the  Charter  be  restored  to  them  with  full 
force  and  effect.     Motion  carried. 

Ill.-.Bro.  \L.  R.  Paige  proposed  111. -.Bro.-. Z.  H.  Thomas,  Jr.,  of  Cambridge- 
port,  Mass.,  for  the  Honorary  Grade  of  Deputy  Inspector  General. 

Ill.-.Bro. -.Currier  proposed  Ill.-.Bro.-.BENJ.  Pope,  of  South  Boston,  Mass.,  for 
the  Honorary  Grade  of  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General. 

Both  of  which  were  unanimously  granted. 

111.  -.Bro.-.BANKs  proposed  111. -.Bro. -.Wilson  Small,  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for 
the  Honorary  Grade  of  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General.  Seconded  by  111.-. 
Bio.-.McClenachan,  and  unanimously  carried. 

111.-. Bro. \C.  F.  Paige  proposed  I11.\Bi-o.\James  Burns,  of  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y., 
for  the  Honorary  Grade  of  Deputy  Grand  Inspector  General,  which  was  unani- 
mously granted.  And  the  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander  was  authorized  to  confer 
the  degree  upon  111.  .Bro. -.Burns. 

Ill.-.Bro.  .C.  T.  McClenachan  was  authorized  to  confer  the  degree  of  Deputy 
Grand  Inspector  General  upon  111.-. Bro.-.  William  Small. 

111.  -.Bro.  \C.  F.  Paige  moved  that  Ill.-.Bro.  \R.  M.  C.  Graham  be  admitted 
to  Active  Membership  in  this  Supreme  Council.  Motion  seconded  by  111.-. 
Bro.  .Banks,  and  carried. 

On  motion  of  Ill.-.Bro. -.Banks,  the  111. -.Secretary  General  was  requested  and 
authorized  to  prepare  a  statement  of  our  present  personnel  or  tableau  of 
officers,  members,  etc. 

Ill.-.Bro. -.Lawson  moved  that  a  Committee  of  Three  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  status  of  the  Supreme  Council,  funds,  etc.  Motion  carried,  and  Sov.  \ 
Grand  Commander  appointed  111. -.Bros.  D.  Sickels,  C.  F.  Paige,  and  G.  W. 
Bentley,  committee. 

111. -.Bro. -.Paige  asked  to  be  excused,  which  was  granted,  and  Ill.-.Bro.-. 
Barrett  appointed  in  his  place. 

On  motion  of  Ill.-.Bro.-.  Lawson,  Ill.-.Bro. -.Thos.  A.  Doyle,  of  R.  I.,  was 
admitted  to  Active  Membership. 

It  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  when  the  Council  adjourn,  they  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow, 
Dec.  14,  1866,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m. 

111.  -.Bro.  \L.  R.  Paige  asked  to  be  excused,  on  account  of  ill  health,  from 
further  attendance  at  this  session  of  the  Council. 

Ill.-.Bro. -.Lawson  moved  that  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  appointed, 
consisting  of  the  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander  and  two  others  to  be  appointed  by 
him,  to  take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  A. -.and  A. -.Rite. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  motion  was  carried,  and  a  committee, 
consisting  of  111. -.Bros. -.John  L.  Lewis,  Peter  Lawson  and  L.  R.  Paige,  was 
appointed. 
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Ill.\Bro.\LAWSON  asked  to  be  excused,  which  was  granted,  and  Ill.\Bro.\ 
Barrett  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

Ill.-.Bro.  -.Sheville  proposed  for  the  Honorary  Grade  of  Deputy  Grand 
Inspector  General  : 

111. -.Bro.-.D.  W.  Thompson,  Illinois. 

Walter  A.  Stearns,  " 

James  C.  Luckey,  " 

James  H.  Field,  " 
E.  G.  Hamilton,                    •  Indiana. 
E.  W.  H.  Ellis, 

Thos.  R.  Austin,  " 

George  S.  Seymour,  " 

Which  propositions  were  received,  and,  upon  ballot  being  taken,  they  were 
unanimously  elected. 

111. -.Bro. -.Sheville  was  authorized  to  confer  the  said  grade  upon  the  above 
named  111. -.Brethren.  f 

Ill.-.Bro. -.McClenachan  reported  verbally  upon  the  inauguration  and  instal- 
lation ceremonies  performed  by  him  in  Michigan,  and  proposed  the  names  of 
111. -.Bros, '.A.  T.  Metcalf  and  C.  H.  Brown  for  the  Honorary  Grade  of  Deputy 
Grand  Inspector  General,  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 

111. -.Bro. '.Sheville  was  authorized  to  confer  the  degree  upon  the  two  111.-. 
Brothers  from  Michigan. 

Ill.-.Bro. -.Currier  proposed  Ill.-.Bro.  \R.  M.  Barker  for  Active  membership, 
which  was  received,  and  Ill.-.Bro. -.Barker  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  to  Friday,  December  14,  1866,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m. 


Friday,  Dec.  14,  1866. 
The   Supreme  Council   resumed   labor  in  its    Senatorial   Chamber  of  the 
Thirty-third  Degree,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.     Officers 
and  members  as  before. 

The  reading  of  the  records  of  the  session  of  the  13th  inst.  was  temporarily 
dispensed  with. 

On  motion  of  the  Lieut. -.Grand  Commander,  the  Sov. -.Grand  Commander 
was  requested  to  furnish  the  111. -.Secretary  General  with  a  copy  of  his  address 
for  record. 

On  motion  of  111. -.Bro. -.Sheville,  Charters  for  the  Grand  Consistories  of 
Illinois  and  Indiana  were  authorized  to  be  issued,  and  to  bear  date  of  the 
time  of  their  institution.  And  on  motion  to  amend  by  111. -.Bro. -.McClena- 
chan, which  was  accepted  by  111. -.Bro. -.Sheville,  a  similar  authority  was 
granted  to  the  Grand  Consistory  of  Michigan,  to  date  Oct.  30,  1866. 

111. -.Bro. -.Barrett  was  substituted  for  111. -.Bro.-. Currier,  (who  was  tempo- 
rarily absent),  as  a  special  committee  to  introduce  the  Ill.-.Bro  -.Albert  G. 
Goodall,  Representative  of  several  Foreign  Supreme  Councils,  for  the  hearing 
of  his  report,  which,  on  the  13th  inst.,  was  made  the  special  order  for  to-day 
at  11  o'clock. 
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We  will  now  take  up  the  proceedings  of  the  Gouegas-Van 
Rensselaer  Council  from  1860,  at  which  time  III.  Beo.  Ray- 
mond  had  closed  that  Council,  sine  die,  and  had  retired  from 
it,  leaving  that  body  to  pursue  its  own  course.  The  mem- 
bers of  that  Supreme  Council  had  been  well  indoctrinated 
by  the  teachings  of  De  La  Motte,  who  began  in  1813  to 
display  his  antics,  by  the  establishment  of  a  Supreme  Coun- 
cil in  New  York  City  in  the  face  of  the  Cerneau  Sup.  Coun- 
cil then  existing  and  regularly  acknowledged,  having  accom- 
plished which,  he  expelled  Joseph  Cerneau  as  an  impostor 
of  the  first  magnitude,  from  every  Masonic  Asylum  within  the 
Jurisdiction,  and  proclaimed  that  all  those  Symbolic  Breth- 
ren, and  others,  who  have  been  raised  by  him,  and  his 
associates,  are  declared  irregular,  and  unlawful.  (See 
Doc.  No.  17.) 

He  was  followed  by  J.  J.  J.  Gourgas,  his  former  Clerk  in 
business,  whom  he  had  initiated,  and  made  him  his  pliant 
tool,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  unwarrantable  and  vindictive 
proceedings.  Next  to  them  comes  Giles  Fonda  Yates,  the 
scholar  of  Gourgas,  and  Edward  A.  Raymond,  taught,  and 
fondled  by  both. 

Added  to  these  worthies,  Charles  W.  Moore  and  Killian 
H.  Van  Rensselaer  are  not  the  least  conspicuous,  with  the 
noted  Fitzgerald  Tisdale  to  bring  up  the  rear. 

A  perusal  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  so  mixed  up 
with  scurrility  and  invective,  tends  only  to  belittle  Masonry 
in  the  view  of  the  outside  world,  and  a  person  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  teachings  and  pretensions  of  the  Masonic 
institution,  is  really  humiliated,  and  disposed  to  turn  from 
the  whole  with  disgust,  and  seek  some  other  subject  for  re- 
flection, from  which  he  can  derive  profit  and  satisfaction. 

But  it  appears  that  even  the  members  of  that  Council  had 
become  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with  the  extreme  doctrines  of 
the  De  La  Motte  School,  and  were  determined  to  bring 
about  a  change.  III.  Bro.  Raymond  had  assumed  unwar- 
rantable powers,  in  accordance  with  the  Secret  Constitutions, 
and  Yan  Rensselaer  and  his  followers  decided  to  follow  in 
the  steps  of  the  Cerneau  Council,  by  making  their  Officers 
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elective  biennially,  and  increasing  the  number  of  their  active 
members,  thus  abrogating  its  direct  requirements.  Knowing 
this  to  be  their  settled  plan,  III.  Bro.  Kaymond  left,  and  the 
Sup.  Council  adopted  the  change. 

Strange  to  say,  they  advised  with  III.  Bro.  Gourgas  in 
their  dilemma,  who  told  them  it  would  be  proper  to  select 
some  Brother,  an  active  member  of  the  body,  and  put 
him  in  the  Chair,  which  they  proceeded  to  accomplish  by 
requesting  III.  Bro.  K.  H.  Yan  Bensselaer  to  take  the  Chair, 
which,  being  done,  they  proceeded  with  the  transaction  of 
the  regular  business  of  the  body. 

The  particulars  of  this  body  are  fully  given  by  III.  Bro. 
Raymond,  in  his  address,  under  date  of  1863,  see  page  9,  and 
it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  repeat  them  here.  After  the 
Committee  consisting  of  III.  Bros.  Yan  Bensselaer,  Chris- 
tie and  Starkweather,  had  visited  III.  Bro.  Gourgas  and 
obtained  his  opinion,  they  reported  to  the  Council,  which 
report  was  unanimously  accepted,  III.  Bro.  Yan  Bensselaer 
took  the  Chair,  opened  the  Council,  and  an  Election  was 
then  held,  and  the  following  111.  Brethren  were  chosen  to  fill 
the  several  offices  : 

111.  \Killian  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  Lieut.  Gr.  Commander. 
C  R.  Starkweather.  Grand  Minister  of  State. 
John  Christie,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Archibald  Bull,  Grand  Marshal. 
Wm.  B.  Hubbard,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

A  Resolution  passed  unanimously,  that,  in  view  of  the  advanced  age,  and 
physical  infirmities  of  the  present  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Comm.,  etc.,  that  it  is  de- 
manded by  the  best  interests  of  the  Rite,  that  the  Council  should,  at  an 
early  day,  proceed  to  elect  a  M.  P.  Sov.  Grand  Commander. 


May  loth,  1861. — The  Sup.  Gr.  Council  was  opened  in  due  form,  P.  Lieut. 
Gr.  Commander  presiding.  The  number  of  Active  Members  of  the  Council 
was  increased  to  33,  and  the  following  Brethren  were  admitted,  and  elevated 
to  the  33d  degree,  viz  : 

Winslow  Lewis,  M.  D.,  H.  A.  Johnson, 

"Wm.  Parkman,  N.  H.  Gould, 

W.  S.  Gardner,  A.  E.  Stocker,  M.  D., 

A.  B.  Thompson,  Geo.  W.  TJeering. 


On  May  21st,  1861.— The  Council  deposed  from  the  Office  of  Sov.  Gr.  Com- 
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mander  of  this  Council,  Edward  A.  Raymond,  and  proceeded  to  elect  III., 
Wm.  B.  Hubbard,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  fill  that  office.  The  office  of  Gr. 
Treas.  Gen.,  filled  by  Simon  W.  Robinson,  was  declared  vacant,  and  the  Council 
proceeded  to  elect  III.  Bro.  Wm.  Parkman  as  Gr.  Treas.  of  the  H.  E.,  III. 
Bro.  Charles  W.  Moore  having  resigned  the  office  of  Gr.  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  H. 
E..  III.  Bro.  Winslow  Lewis  was  elected  in  his  stead,  and  III.  Bro.  Charles 
W.  Moore  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Gr.  Standard  Bearer. 


May  21st,  1862. — The  annual  Session  of  the  Sup.  Council  was  opened,  K.  H. 
Van  Rensselaer  acting  as  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  III.  Chables  W.  Moore  as  P. 
Lieut.  Gr.  Commander,  III.  Winslow  Lewis  Gr.  Sec.  Gen.,  III.  Wm.  Parkman 
Gr.  Treas.  Gen.,  C.  R.  Starkweather  Gr.  Min.  of  State,  and  others.  The  fol- 
lowing Brethren  were  exalted  to  the  33d  degree  and  declared  to  be  Honorary- 
Members  of  the  Sup.  Council,  viz  : 

Hon.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  Hon.  F.  G.  Tisdall, 

William  Sutton,  N.  B.  Shurtleff,  M.  D., 

Joseph  D.  Evans,  Edward  P.  Burnham,  M.  D., 

Robt.  H.  Foss,  N.  A.  Thompson, 

C.  A.  Davis,  D.  B.  Tracy,  D.  D  , 

Wm.  P.  Preble,  John  McClellan. 
Joel  Spalding,  M.  D., 

The  *Sov.  Gr.  Commander  addressed  the  Council  concerning  the  general 
routine  business  of  the  same.  III.  Bro.  Wm.  B.  Hubbard  and  associates 
made  strenuous  efforts  to  restore  Peace  and  Harmony  to  the  body,  and  the 
sittings  of  the  Council  were  continued  several  days,  in  the  hope  that  III.  Bro. 
Raymond  would  meet  with  the  Council.  Their  efforts  were  ineffectual,  and 
the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  was  deposed. 

Immediately  after  the  closing  of  the  Sup.  Council,  in  1861,  III.  Bro. 
Raymond,  with  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  late  Treasurer,  Gen. 
Robinson,  conferred  upon  several  individuals,  the  degrees  of  Kadosh,  and 
Sub.  Pr.  of  the  Royal  Secret,  and  subsequently  elevated  them  to  the  33°,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  Sup.  Gr.  Council,  and  Sov.  Gr.  Consistory,  after  which 
their  labors  were  commenced. 

Charges  were  preferred  against  III.  Bros.  Raymond,  Robinson,  Wm.  Field, 
Peter  Lawson,  George  M.  Randall,  Charles  S.  Westcott,  and  John  A.  Foster, 
as  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  organization  and  working  of  a  spurious  and 
clandestine  body,  and  they  were  expelled.  The  Council  proceeded  to  an 
Election  of  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  resulting  in  the  choice  of  III.  K.  H. 
Van  Rensselaer  to  that  office.  Also,  III.  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  as  P. 
Lieut.  Gr.  Commander. 


May  20th,  1863. — At  this  Annual   Meeting,   the   following   Brethren  were 
exalted  to  the  33d  and  last  degree,  viz.  : 

Robert  Bernard  Hall,  Francis  Darrar, 

Charles  Chase  Dame,  Rufus  Wharton  Lander, 

Samuel  King  Hutchinson,  Charles  Levi  Woodbury, 
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Joseph  Howell  Hough,  Jonathan  Tyler  Spalding, 

John  Mott  Arnold,  Moses  Dodge, 

Marshal  Pinkney  Wilder,  Francis  Asbury  Black, 

Wendel  Thornton  Davis,  Charles  Bingley  Hall. 

Charles  Lemuel  Church, 
Timothy  Bigelow  Lawrence  was  healed  from  the  Raymond  Council,  and 
elevated  to  the  33d  and  last  degree.     He  was  appointed  as  a  Representative  to 
the  several  Sup.   Councils   wherever   he   might   travel   on   the   continent   of 
Europe. 

The  Sov.  Gr.  Commander's  address  was  delivered,  but  was  wholly  confined 
to  the  increase  and  prosperity  of  the  Rite.  Several  Consistories,  Chapters, 
Councils,  and  Lodges  of  Perfection,  had  been  established,  but  the  remaining 
part  of  the  proceedings  were  so  filled  and  accompanied  with  irrevelant  matter, 
and  malicious  partizan  documents,  that  it  is  thought  they  would  not  be  of  any 
interest  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Rite. 


May,  1864.  — But  very  little  was  done  at  the  Annual  Meeting  this  year,  on 
account  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Fire.  The  address  of  the  Sov.  Gr. 
Comm.  was  short,  indicating  the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  its  subordinates 
and  earnest  congratulation  of  the  Brethren  for  their  success  in  the  work.  The 
most  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  a  long  review  and  denunciation  of  the 
Hayes-Raymond  Council.  It  is  omitted,  because  those  very  brethren,  who  were 
the  loudest  and  most  strenuous  in  their  denunciation  of  that  Council,  are  now 
the  strongest  supporters  and  admirers  of  the  Raymond  Council  which  was 
formed  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Hayes-Raymond  Council. 


1 865  :  Sup.  Council.  — There  is  nothing  of  interest  in  the  Address  of  the 
Sov.  Gr.  Commander  this  year.  Union,  Harmony,  and  Peace,  he  states, 
prevail  among  the  subordinate  bodies,  and  the  increase  in  numbers,  and  pros- 
perity, is  fully  noticed. 

The  following  Brethren  of  the  Rite  were  elevated  to  the  33d  degree,  and 
made  Honorary  Members  of  the  Sup.  Council,  viz.  : 

III.  Bro.  Alfred  Creigh,  III.  Bro.  James  Washington  Hess, 

Wm.  Wilson  Baker,  Wm.  Henry  Gale. 

Edmund  Dana  Bancroft, 

The  usual  routine  business  of  the  Council  was  proceeded  with,  and  the  body 
closed  its  labors  in  Peace. 


1866  :  Sup.  Gr.  Council. — The  Address  of  the  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  was  full 
of  interest  to  the  members  of  the  Rite,  containing  much  valuable  information 
relative  to  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  and  personally  of 
111.  Bro.  PIKE.  Evidently  wounded  to  the  core  by  the  denial  of  III.  Bro. 
Pike  and  the  Southern  Sup.  Council  to  recognize  them,  the  Sov.  Gr.  Comm. 
launches  out  in  virulence,  denunciation,  and  personalities  altogether  uncalled 
for,  and  which  never  had  a  tendency  to  unite  Brethren  together  who  had  been 
before  at  variance.     We  shall  omit  any  repetition  of  the  offensive  matter. 
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The  following  persons  were  exalted  to  the  33d  degree,  and  made  Honorary 
Members  of  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council,  viz.  : 

Benj.  Franklin  Patrick,  Otis  Henry  Tiffany, 

Henry  Collins  Raney,  James  Eastman  Johnson. 

The  Sup.  Gr.  Council  proceeded  in  the  Triennial  Election  of  Officers,  and 
made  choice  of  the  following  for  the  ensuing  Three  years,  viz.  : 

111.  Bro.  Josiah  H.   Drummond,  P.  Lieut.  Gr.  Commander. 

Abner  B.  Thompson,      III.  Treas.  Gen.  of  the  H.  E. 
Nathan  B.  Shurtleff,   "  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  H.  K 
Hosmer  A.  Johnson,       "  Gr.  Min.  of  State. 
Rufus  W.  Landon,  "    "     Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Benjamin  Dean,  "    "     Capt.  of  the  Guards, 

Heman  Ely,  "    "     Marshal. 

Charles  W.  Moore,       "    "     Standard  Bearer. 


May,  15th,  1867  :  Sup.  Gr.  Council.— A  very  full  Council  assembled,  with 
M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  presiding,  and  the  body 
opened  in  ample  form. 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Conference  of  the  two  Gourgas  bodies  of  the  Anct. 
and  Ace.  Scot.  Rite  in  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  recommend  the  settlement  of  the  differences  existing  between  the 
two  bodies  upon  the  following  terms  : 

1st. —There  shall  be  one  Sup.  Council  of  the  A. -.A. '.Rite  for  the  Northern  Juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  to  be  composed  of  the  United  Sup.  Councils  here- 
tofore existing  therein,  (i.  e.,  the  resuscitated  Raymond  Council  and  the  Van 
Rensselaer  Council,)  the  one  having  its  Gr.  East  in  New  York  and  the  other 
having  its  Grand  East  in  Boston,  whose  active  members  shall  be  Twenty- 
Eight  in  number  from  each  Council,  and  no  more  at  the  time  of  Union,  in 
order  that  the  United  Council  shall  have  Fifty-Seven  Sov.  Gr.  Ins.  Gen., 
which  number  may  be  hereafter  increased  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Sup.  Council. 

2d. — All  action  heretofore  taken  in  expelling  members  from  either  Council, 
etc.,  is  hereby  revoked. 

3d. — All  subordinate  bodies  to  be  deemed  valid,  etc. 

10th. — The  Grand  Orient  of  this  Jurisdiction  shall  be  at  Boston,  etc. 

11th. — One  Annual  Meeting,  at  least  every  3  years,  shall  be  held  at  Bos- 
ton, etc. 

12th. — Allowing  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
etc.     See  Proceedings  1867. 

All  of  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Sup.  Council  and  its  honorary 
members. 

111.  Bros.  James  Van  Sandt  Blaney  and  Charles  Hiram  Putnam  were  ad- 
vanced to  the  33d  degree  and  were  declared  Hon.  Members  of  the  Sup.  Gr. 
Council. 

111.  Bro.  Frederick  H.  Dorr  was  advanced  to  the  33d  degree,  and  made  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Sup.  Council. 

M.  P.  K.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  resigned  his  office   of  Sov.  Gr.   Comm.     III. 
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Josiah  H.  Drummond  was  elected  Sov.  Gr.  Commander.  III.  Heman  Ely,  Gr. 
Treas.  Gen.  H.  E.  N.  B.  Shurtleff,  Gr.  Keeper  of  the  Archives.  H.  Stanley 
Goodwin,  Gr.  Marshal.     Robert  H.  Foss,  Gr.  Standard  Bearer. 

The  Sup.  Council,  whose  Grand  East  is  in  New  York,  elected  the  following 
HI.  Bro.  Josiah  Hayden  Drummond,  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander. 
John  L.  Lewis,  P.  Lieut.  Gr.  Comm. 
Daniel  Sickels,  Gr.  Sec'y.  Gen.  of  the  H.  E. 
Elbridge  Gary  Hamilton,  Gr.  Mas.  of  Ceremonies. 
Clinton  Freeman  Paige,   Gr.  Min.  of  State. 
Samuel  Crocker  Lawrence,  Gr.  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


A  procession  was  then  formed,  and  the  members  of  this 
Sup.  Gr.  Council  proceeded  to  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  met 
there  in  Convention  with  the  members  of  the  Resuscitated 
Raymond  Sup.  Gr.  Council  whose  Grand  East  was  at  New 
York,  and  thereupon  all  united  in  organizing  what  was  called 
the 

Supreme  Council  of  Sov.  Gr.  Insp.  Genl.  33d  Degree 

Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Eite 

for  THE 

Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  U.  S.  A. 

Esto  Perpetua! 

Deus  Meumque  Jus. 


May  16th,  1867.— M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander,  Simon  W. 
Robinson,  resigned. 

Thus  these  two  Councils,  separated  since  1860,  and  since 
that  time  antagonistic  to  each  other,  have  come  together, 
and  a  Union  has  been  consummated,  doing  away  with  all 
former  difficulties  and  differences,  and  forming  One  Grand 
Council  for  the  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  which  is  the 
legitimate  successor  of  the  old  Gourgas  Council,  and  possesses 
all  its  rights,  authorities  and  powers.  It  is  true  that  the 
Council,  as  thus  formed,  was  composed  of  discordant  mate- 
rials. There  were  extremes  of  all  sorts,  and  to  look  at  them 
as  they  stood,  one  would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  such  an 
Union  could  not  last  for  any  length  of  time. 

The    question  naturally  presents   itself,  viz:     How  was 
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this  extraordinary  Union  brought  about  ?  There  were  many- 
things  about  it  that  were,  to  say  the  least,  mysterious.  Who, 
in  the  first  instance,  made  the  bargain  ?  And  what  was  the 
consideration  ?  Who  proposed  to  dissolve  the  Union  Coun- 
cil, and  who  assented  to  the  dissolution  ?  The  vote  was  said 
to  be  unanimous,  and  yet  many  of  the  Active  Members 
knew  nothing  about  it  until  the  thing  was  done.  Who  in- 
duced III.  Bro.  Hayes  to  resign,  while  he  was  laying  upon 
a  sick  bed,  and  what  was  the  consideration  ?  Who  assented 
to  the  re-formation  of  the  Raymond  Council,  leaving  the 
Cerneau  Council  members  to  take  care  of  themselves  ? 

These  are  important  questions  relating  to  this  matter,  and 
there  are  many  members  of  the  Cerneau  Council  who  can 
answer  them  if  they  are  disposed  to  do  so. 

On  the  Raymond  side,  the  game  was  all  in  their  own  hands, 
and  well  they  played  their  parts.  They  desired  to  "  crush 
out "  the  Cerneau  Council,  and  as  far  as  the  members  of  the 
Cerneau  Council  who  were  present  were  concerned,  they 
were  successful.  But  if  it  is  supposed  for  a  moment  that 
they  have  consummated  this  act,  they  are  grievously  mis- 
taken. There  are  a  great  many  members  of  the  Cerneau 
Council  who  were  not  present  at  that  transaction,  and  knew 
nothing  of  it,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  body  is  not  crushed,  but 
the  flame  still  burns,  and  the  desire  is  strong  among  them 
to-day,  to  gather  together  as  Cerneau  men,  and  with  zeal 
and  unflinching  courage,  go  on  with  the  legitimate  work. 
That  Council  is  not  dead  ;  it  has  only  "lost  its  vitality"  by 
being  left  out  in  the  cold. 

But  happily  for  that  body,  the  members  had  become  wise. 
The  Articles  of  Union  agreed  upon,  made  it  obligatory,  that 
the  number  of  Active  Members  of  the  Supreme  Council 
should  be  Fifty-Six,  and  not  be  increased  beyond  Sixty-Six. 
They  also  make  all  the  Officers  of  the  Council  Elective,  tri- 
ennially,  and  to  be  chosen  from  the  body  of  the  Active 
Members.  The  Sov.  Gr.  Comm.  is  stripped  of  all  his  arbi- 
trary powers,  and  becomes  simply  the  Executive  officer  of 
the  body,  his  decisions  may  be  appealed  from,  and  the  will  of 
the  members  in  majority  must  be  obeyed.     All  vacancies  in 
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Offices  must  be.  filled  by  Election,  not  by  appointment,  and 
the  power  of  naming  a  Successor  by  the  Sov.  Gr.  Conn 
mander  is  banished  and  forgotten. 

In  other  words,  they  have  buried  out  of  sight  the  noted 
Secret  Constitutions  of  Frederic  of  Prussia,  and  have  made 
a  Constitution  to  suit  themselves.  This  alone  will  insure  for 
this  Supreme  Council,  long  continued  harmony  among  its 
members,  and  lead  them  toward  the  goal  to  which  the  Order 
is  aiming,  as  expressed  in  her  Salutation — b<  Union,  Content- 
ment, Wisdom — the  next  being  Union,  Stability,  Power. 

We  have  now  to  take  up  this  Sup.  Gr.  Council  as  it  is, 
and  carry  it 'through  a  period  of  twelve  years.  As  every- 
thing  connected  with  it  has  gone  on  prosperously,  there  is 
very  little  to  be  said  or  written.  The  routine  business  of  the 
body  has  been  well  and  faithfully  attended  to,  and  com- 
plaints are  not  known.  The  degrees  of  the  Bite  are  conferred 
in  a  masterly  manner ;  all  the  bodies  are  very  fully  attended; 
the  interest  of  initiates  is  greatly  increasing,  and  the  Treas- 
ury is,  by  no  means,  poor.  Extravagance  in  expenditure  is 
avoided,  and  a  conservative  spirit  prevails.  This  short  and 
very  general  description  must  suffice,  as  the  detail  of  the 
transactions  would  be  monotonous — quite  uninteresting,  and 
would  swell  the  present  volume  to  fourfold  its  present  size. 
The  transactions  are  printed  annually  ;  every  member  of  the 
Bite  can  obtain  a  copy,  and  all  that  is  wanting  to  be  known 
can  readily  be  found  there. 

Following  the  Union  of  the  previous  year,  the  Officers  of 
the  Sup.  Council  were  as  follows  : 

111.  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander. 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  P.  Lieut.  Gr.  Commander. 
Heman  Ely,  Gr.  Treas.  General. 
Daniel  Sickels,  Gr.  Sec.  General. 
Nathaniel  B.  Shtjrtleff,  Gr.  Keeper  of  the  Archives. 
Clinton  F.  Paige,  Gr.  Min.  of  State. 
Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  Gr.  Capt.  of  the  Guard. 
Elbridge  G-.  Hamilton,  Gr.  Mas.  of  Ceremonies. 
Homer  S.  Goodwin,  Gr.  Marshal  General. 
Robert  H.  Foss,   Gr.  Standard  Bearer. 

The  Offices  of  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  were  filled  during  the 
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following  Twelve  years  with  very  little  change.  111.  Bro. 
Drummond  having  been  re-elected  to  the  Commandership 
Three  times.  In  1879,  he  was  succeeded  by  111.  Bro.  Henry 
L.  Palmer,  who  is  now  Sov.  Gr.  Commander.  During  this 
time,  there  have  been  elevated  to  the  Thirty-third  and  last 
degree  about  Two  Hundred  111.  Br.  who  have  been  made 
Honorary  Members  of  the  Council,  a  full  list  of  whom 
will  be  found  in  the  Tableau  for  1880,  attached  to  the 
proceedings  of  that  year,  numbering  about  Three  Hundred 
in  the  different  States  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  Permanent  Fund  of  the  Sup.  Gr.  Council  is  now  very 
little  less  than  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  —  all  from  the 
Initiation  fees  of  Candidates  for  the  33d  degree. 

There  are  over  One  Hundred  and  Eighty  bodies  scattered 
through  the  different  States  of  the  Jurisdiction,  as  Consis- 
tories, Councils,  Chapters,  and  Lodges — all  fully  attended, 
and  making  regular  Annual  returns. 

The  Sup.  Gr.  Council  for  1881  stands  as  follows  : 

111.  Bro.  Henry  L.  Palmer,  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander. 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  P.  G.  Lieut.  Commander. 

Joseph  Davis  Evans,  Gr.  Min.  of  State. 

Heman  Ely,  Gr.  Ireas.  Gen.  of  the  H.  E. 

Clinton  Freeman  Paige,   Gr.  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  H.  E. 

Samuel  Crocker  Lawrence,   Gr.  K.  of  the  Archives. 

Charles  Thompson  McClenachan,  Gr.  Mas.  of  Ceremonies. 

Homer  Stanley  Goodwin,  Gr.  Marshal  General. 

William  Riley  Higby,  Gr.  Standard  Bearer. 

George  Otis  Tyler,  Gr.  Capt.  of  the  Guards. 

Thomas  R.  Lambert,  D.  D.,  Gr.  Prior. 

J.  H.  Hobart  Ward,  Marshal  of  Camp. 

Charles  E.  Meyer,  "  " 

Hugh  McCurdy,  "  " 

There  are  Fourteen  Deputies  of  the  Sup.  Council,  viz. : 
One  in  each  State  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

Every  member  of  the  Kite  can  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Annual 
Proceedings  of  each  year,  which  contain  full  information  of 
all  the  events  occurring  in  the  body,  with  a  very  large 
amount  of  valuable  information. 
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We  will  now  take  up  the  history  of  the  Cerneau  Supreme  Council  from  the 
dissolution  of  the  Hays-Raymond  Council  in  1864,  and  continue  the  same  down 
to  the  present  time. 

The  only  member  of  the  old  Cerneau  Council  of  1860  who  did  not  partici- 
pate in,  or  consent  to,  this  Union  was  111.  Benjamin  C.  Leveridge,  Grand  Minister 
of  State,  who,  prior  to  said  Union,  and  in  consequence  of  his  disapproval 
thereof,  resigned. 

After  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  in  1864-5,  111.  Harry  J.  Seymour  called 
together  these  Inspectors  General  of  the  Hayes-Cerneau  body  who  did  not 
unite  themselves  with  the  resuscitated  Raymond  Council,  and  formed  a  Su- 
preme Council,  which  continued  to  hold  meetings  and  transact  business  up  to 
1880,  when  the  same  was  reorganized,  and  111.  H.  J.  Seymour  resigned  his 
office  of  Sov.  Grand  Com.  to  111.  William  H.  Peckham,  who  has  previously  held 
the  offices  of  Treasurer  General  and  Deputy  Grand  Com.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  Instrument  by  which  this  transfer  of  Authority  was  effected  : 

Deus  Meumque  Jus.     Ordo  ab  Chao. 
In  the  Name  of  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  greeting : 

Whereas,  I,  Harry  J.  Seymour,  Sov.  Grand  Inspector  General  of  the  Supreme 
Grand  Council,  33d  and  last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
for  the  United  States  of  America,  its  Territories  and  Dependencies,  am  Most 
Potent  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  the  Same,  and 

Whereas,  William  H.  Peckham  has  been  duly  chosen  and  installed  by  me, 
the  Illustrious  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  thereof, 
whose  Orient  is  under  the  C.\C.\of  the  Z.  \,  near  the  B.  B.,  answering  to  40 
deg.  42  min.  and  40  sec.  N.  L.,  and  2  deg.  0  min.  and  51  sec.  E.  Ion.,  meridian 
of  Washington  City,  and 

Whereas,  I  for  valid  and  sufficient  reasons  am  desirous  of  resigning  and 
relinquishing  my  said  office  of  Most  Potent  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of 
the  said  Sup.  Council,  and  all  my  power  and  authority  as  such,  from  whatever 
source  derived,  and  all  other  offices,  authorities  and  powers  incident  or  apper- 
taining thereto,  and 

Whereas,  I  have  consulted  with  the  members  of  said  Rite,  and  with  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Consistory  thereof  as  to  the  most  suitable  person  to  succeed 
me  in  said  office,  powers  and  authorities,  and  they  have  without  dissent  acqui- 
esced in  and  approved  of  the  selection  hereinafter  expressed,  (although  the 
seeking  of  such  acquiescence  and  approval  was  an  act  of  grace  on  my  part, 
and  was  not  necessary  or  matter  of  right.) 

Now,  therefore,  these  Presents  witness  that  I  have,  and  hereby  do,  in  the 
presence  of  said  Sovereign  Grand  Consistory,  relinquish  and  forever  resign  my 
office  of  Most  Potent  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States  of  America,  its  Territories  and  Dependencies, 
and  all  my  power  and  authority  as  such,  from  whatever  source  derived,  and 
all  other  offices,  authorities  and  powers  incident  or  appertaining  thereto, 
and  that  I  have  and   hereby  do  make,  constitute  and   appoint  William  H 
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Peckham,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  my  successor  in  and  to  said  office,  powers 
and  authorities,  and  do  hereby  invest  him,  and  convey  and  transfer  to  him, 
the  said  office  of  Most  Potent  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States  of 
America,  its  Territories  and  Dependencies,  and  all  the  power  and  authority  as 
such,  which  I  now  have  or  ever  have  had,  from  whatever  source  derived,  and 
also  all  other  offices,  authorities  and  powers  incident  or  appertaining  thereto, 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  William  H.  Peckham  and  his 
successors  for  ever. 

And  I  do  hereby  promise  and  declare  that  I  have  not  done  or  performed  any 
act,  deed  or  thing  whereby  my  power  to  carry  out  and  perform  the  tenor  and 
effect  of  these  presents  is  impaired  or  in  any  way  diminished,  and  that  I 
hereby  cancel,  revoke  and  annul  any  and  all  appointments  to  the  said  office  of 
said  Most  Potent  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  heretofore  made  by  me,  to  take 
effect  at  my  death  or  otherwise,  and  hereby  declare  the  same  to  be  null  and 
void,  and  any  such  appointment  or  appointments  shall  be  delivered  up  to  be 
cancelled  to  said  William  H.  Peckham,  or  his  successor  and  successors,  and  I  do 
hereby  further  promise  and  declare  that  I  will  at  all  times  do,  perform,  make 
and  execute  any  act,  deed  or  thing  which  may  be  demanded  of  me  by  said 
William  H.  Peckham,  or  his  successor  or  successors,  for  the  purpose  of  confirm- 
ing these  presents,  and  sustaining  and  perpetuating  the  said  William  H. 
Peckham,  and  his  successor  and  successors  in  the  office,  authorities  and  powers 
aforesaid. 

Done  at  the  City  of  New  York,  County  and  State  of  New  York,  this  twenty- 
second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  of  the 
Christian  Era. 

HARRY  J.  SEYMOUR,   [l.  a.] 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  {  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Commander. 

the  presence  of       I 

Charles  F.  Beck,  33°. 


The  Supreme  Council  as  at  present  existing  is  given  below,  together  with  a 
roster  of  the  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  32°,  giving  it  allegiance, 
which  has  been  furnished  to  the  Author  by  the  politeness  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary General,  with  a  reQuest  that  the  same  be  herein  inserted,  and  inasmuch 
as  it  forms  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  Rite,  the  Author  has  acceded  to  such 
request. 

SUPREME   COUNCIL.— March,  1881. 
111.  Wm.  H.  Peckham,  P.  M.,  M.  P.  Sov.  Gr.  Com. 

Danl.  M.  Van  Cott,  D.  D.  G.  M.,  P.  Lt.  Gr.  Com. 
Chas.  F.  Beck,  P.  E.  C,  Gr.  Min.  of  State. 
F.  R.  S.  Drake,  D.  D.  G.  M.,  Gr.  Orator. 
H.  W.  P.  Hodson,  D.  D.  G.  M.,  Gr.  Prior. 
Wm.  J.  McDonald,  P.  M.,  Gr.  Chancellor. 
Thomas  Bell,  P.  M.,  Gr.  Sec.  Gen. 
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Theodore  M.  Leonard,  P.  E.  C,  Gr.  Treas.  Gen. 

Jas.  S.  Fraser,  P.  M.,  Gr.  Mar.  Gen. 

John  L.  Piper,  P.  M.,  Gr.  Mas.  Gen.  of  Cer. 

Henry  Arden,  Gr.  Standard  Bearer. 

George  R.  Bevans,  P.  M.,  Gr.  Copt,  of  Guard. 

S.  W.  E.  Begkner,  P.  M.  Gr.  Hospitaller. 

George  W.  Homans,  P.  E.  C,  Gr.  K.  of  S.  &  A. 

James  P.  Swain,  Jr.,  P.  M.,  Gr.  Seneschal. 

Frazier  W.  Hurlburt,  83°,  Deputy  for  State  of  New  York, 

Benjamin  C.  Leveridge,  Past  Gr.  M.  of  S.  (Honorary.) 


SOV.  GR.  INSP.  GEN. 

Provost  S.  Haines,  Henry  M    Clark,  Chas.  D.  Brown, 
James  M.  Turner,  Alex  .  B.  Mott,  M.  D. 

John  W.  Warth,  Asst.  Gr.  Mas.  of  Ceremonies. 
John  Hanna,  Asst.  Sec.  Gen. 

DEP.  INSP.  GENL.  33°. 

Stephen  M.  Wright,  G.  Rep,  G.  L.  Kansas,  Wm.  H.  Riley,  0.  F.   Anderson, 

Arthur  W.  Dudley, 
H.  S.  Sproull,  Alonzo  Stivers,  James  McGrath,  John  H.  Cunningham,  Noble 
F.  Martin,   L.  F.  Shepard,  Thomas  Picton,  Adam  Kunkel, 

Fred.  Gugel,  Jr.,  H.  E.  Dubois. 
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This  Council  is  the  legitimate  successor  of  the  Cerneau 
Supreme  Council,  which  was  disbanded  in  1863,  upon  the 
formation  of  the  Union,  and  as  such  possesses  all  the  at- 
tributes, powers  and  authority  which  the  Cerneau-Hayes 
Council  possessed  at  that  time. 

On  the  other  hand  the  present  Council  of  the  Northern 
Jurisdiction  under  the  command  of  111.  Henry  S.  Palmer,  is 
the  legitimate  successor  of  the  Raymond-Gourgas  Council, 
which  was  likewise  disbanded  upon  the  formation  of  said 
Union,  and  as  such  possesses  all  the  attributes,  powers  and 
authority  which  the  Raymond  Council  possessed  at  that  time, 
and  none  other. 

Tbe  question  therefore  as  to  the  paramount  authority  of 
these  Rival  Councils  is  to-day  in  the  same  position  it  occu- 
pied in  186*2,  and  to  the  consideration  of  that  question  the 
Author  refers  the  reader  to  a  careful  perusal  of  the  prior 
pages  of  this  work,  in  which  a  fall  and  exhaustive  discussion 
of  the  controversy  will  be  found. 
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